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Everything that rises must converge is a powerful short story by Flannery O’Connor, a prominent
figure in Southern Gothic literature. In this thought-provoking narrative, O’Connor delves into
themes of social change, generational conflict, and the complexities of human interaction in the
context of a racially divided South. Through vivid characterization, sharp dialogue, and an ironic
twist, O’Connor crafts a tale that resonates with readers even today. In this article, we will explore
the story's major themes, characters, and its significance in the broader context of O’Connor’s work
and American literature.

Overview of Flannery O'Connor and Her Literary
Significance

Flannery O'Connor was born in Savannah, Georgia, in 1925 and became one of the most influential
authors in American literature. Known for her Southern Gothic style, O'Connor's writing often
features grotesque characters and moral dilemmas, reflecting the complexities of human existence.
Her stories frequently address issues of faith, redemption, and the struggle between good and evil.

The Historical Context of O'Connor's Work

O'Connor wrote during a time of significant social change in the United States, particularly
concerning race relations. The Civil Rights Movement was gaining momentum in the 1950s and
1960s, and O'Connor’s writing reflects the tensions of her time. Her exploration of race, morality,
and social dynamics is particularly evident in "Everything that rises must converge."

Summary of "Everything that Rises Must Converge"

"Everything that rises must converge" centers around Julian, a young man who is disillusioned with
his mother’s outdated views and her inability to accept the changing social landscape. The story
unfolds as they travel together on a bus in Atlanta, where they encounter various characters that
represent the complexities of race relations.

Julian: The protagonist, who struggles with his identity and his relationship with his mother.

Julian's Mother: A woman clinging to her past beliefs and social status, representing the
older generation's resistance to change.

The African American Woman: A character who symbolizes the new social order and
represents the changes taking place in society.



The story culminates in a tense confrontation between Julian, his mother, and the African American
woman. It ends with a shocking twist that challenges the reader's understanding of prejudice and
empathy.

Thematic Exploration

O'Connor’s story is rich with themes that explore complex social issues. Here are some of the most
prominent themes:

1. Generational Conflict

The conflict between Julian and his mother epitomizes the struggle between progressive and
traditional values. Julian's disdain for his mother's outdated beliefs highlights the generational
divide. He wishes for a world where social barriers are dismantled, yet he often fails to grasp the
emotional weight of his mother’s experiences.

2. Racial Dynamics

Race is a central theme in the story. O’Connor illustrates the complexities of race relations in the
South by showcasing the discomfort and awkwardness that arise in interactions between characters
of different races. The bus serves as a microcosm of society, reflecting the tensions and
misunderstandings that accompany social change.

3. Irony and Hypocrisy

O'Connor employs irony to underscore the hypocrisy in Julian’s attitudes. While he perceives himself
as enlightened and progressive, his actions and thoughts reveal a deep-seated prejudice. This irony
serves as a critique of those who claim to embrace equality yet harbor condescending or patronizing
views.

4. The Search for Identity

Julian’s internal struggle is a reflection of the broader search for identity in a rapidly changing
world. He grapples with his place in society and his relationship with his mother, which complicates
his understanding of self-worth and belonging.



Character Analysis

The characters in "Everything that Rises Must Converge" are intricately crafted, each representing
different aspects of society. Here’s a closer look at the main characters:

Julian

Julian is a complex character whose intellectual aspirations clash with his emotional immaturity. He
desires to be seen as progressive but often resorts to condescension toward his mother and others.
His journey reflects the struggle of many young people grappling with the legacies of their
upbringing.

Julian's Mother

Julian's mother embodies the traditional Southern woman who clings to her past. Her prejudices,
though outdated, are deeply ingrained, and her inability to adapt to change makes her a sympathetic
yet flawed character. O'Connor paints her as a product of her time, highlighting the emotional scars
of a racially divided society.

The African American Woman

The African American woman symbolizes the new social order and the potential for change. Her
encounter with Julian and his mother serves as a catalyst for the story's climax, forcing both Julian
and his mother to confront their biases. Through her character, O'Connor emphasizes the need for
empathy and understanding in the face of societal change.

Symbolism and Imagery

O'Connor’s use of symbolism and imagery deepens the impact of "Everything that Rises Must
Converge."

The Bus

The bus is a significant symbol in the story, representing the journey through societal change. It
serves as a shared space where different social classes and races intersect, highlighting the
complexities of human interaction.



The Hat

Julian's mother’s hat is another potent symbol, representing her social status and the old South's
values. The hat becomes a point of contention, symbolizing the clash between Julian's progressive
views and his mother’s traditional beliefs.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of O’Connor's
Work

"Everything that rises must converge" is a profound exploration of social change, identity, and the
human condition. Flannery O’Connor’s incisive critique of societal norms continues to resonate with
readers today. Through her masterful storytelling and rich thematic explorations, O’Connor invites
us to reflect on our prejudices and the complexities of human interaction in a world that is
perpetually evolving. As we navigate our own societal changes, O’Connor’s insights remain as
relevant as ever, reminding us of the importance of empathy, understanding, and the ongoing quest
for personal and collective identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes of 'Everything That Rises Must
Converge'?
The central themes include the complexity of social change, the clash between old and new values,
and the struggle for identity in a changing world, particularly in the context of race relations in the
South.

Who are the main characters in 'Everything That Rises Must
Converge'?
The main characters are Julian, a young white man who is disillusioned with his mother's old-
fashioned views, and his mother, who clings to her traditional Southern values.

What is the significance of the title 'Everything That Rises
Must Converge'?
The title suggests that all social and cultural forces are interconnected and that changes in society
inevitably lead to confrontations and potential reconciliations between conflicting ideologies.

How does Flannery O'Connor use symbolism in the story?
O'Connor employs symbolism through various elements, such as the bus as a symbol of social
change and the characters' interactions, which represent broader societal conflicts, particularly
around race and class.



What role does the setting play in 'Everything That Rises Must
Converge'?
The setting in the South during the civil rights movement is crucial, as it reflects the societal
tensions and changes taking place, serving as a backdrop for the characters' personal conflicts and
transformations.

How does the character of Julian evolve throughout the story?
Julian begins as a cynical character who dismisses his mother's prejudices, but by the end, he
confronts his own biases and insecurities, highlighting his internal struggle and the complexity of his
identity.

What does the story suggest about the concept of progress?
The story suggests that progress is often complicated and fraught with tension, indicating that while
society may evolve, individual attitudes and prejudices can persist, making true convergence
difficult.

How does Flannery O'Connor address the issue of racial
tension in the story?
O'Connor addresses racial tension through the characters' interactions, particularly through the
confrontation between Julian and a black woman on the bus, which serves as a microcosm of the
larger societal issues of the time.

What literary techniques does O'Connor use to convey her
messages?
O'Connor uses irony, dark humor, and vivid imagery to convey her messages, often juxtaposing
characters' beliefs with the harsh realities of their situations to highlight contradictions in their
worldviews.
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