
florida physical therapy license renewal
requirements 2023
Navigating Florida Physical Therapy License Renewal Requirements 2023: A Comprehensive Guide

florida physical therapy license renewal requirements 2023 are crucial for all licensed physical
therapists practicing in the Sunshine State to maintain their active status and adhere to state
regulations. Staying informed about these stipulations is paramount to ensure uninterrupted
practice and to avoid potential penalties. This comprehensive guide will delve into the essential
aspects of renewing your Florida physical therapy license, covering continuing education mandates,
the renewal process itself, required documentation, and important dates. Understanding these
multifaceted requirements will empower you to navigate the renewal period with confidence and
efficiency.
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Key Dates for Florida Physical Therapy License Renewal

Understanding the specific timeline for renewal is the first critical step in fulfilling the florida
physical therapy license renewal requirements 2023. The Florida Board of Physical Therapy
establishes biennial renewal cycles, meaning licenses must be renewed every two years. For
physical therapists, the renewal deadline typically falls on February 28th of every even-numbered
year. Therefore, for the 2023-2025 biennium, the renewal period would commence well in advance
of the February 28, 2025 deadline. It is imperative for licensees to be aware of these dates to initiate
the renewal process promptly and avoid any last-minute complications or potential lapses in
licensure.

While the primary renewal deadline is February 28th of even-numbered years, the Board usually
opens the online renewal portal several months prior. This allows ample time for practitioners to
gather necessary documentation, complete continuing education, and submit their applications
without undue pressure. Proactive planning ensures that you are not caught off guard by
approaching deadlines and can maintain your license in good standing throughout your professional
career in Florida. Always refer to the official Florida Board of Physical Therapy website for the most
up-to-date information regarding renewal periods and specific dates.



Continuing Education Requirements for Florida
Physical Therapists

A cornerstone of the florida physical therapy license renewal requirements 2023 is the
mandatory completion of continuing education (CE) hours. Licensed physical therapists in Florida
are required to complete a specific number of CE hours during each renewal period to demonstrate
their commitment to ongoing professional development and to stay abreast of advancements in the
field. The Florida Board of Physical Therapy mandates a total of 30 hours of approved continuing
education for each renewal biennium.

Within these 30 hours, there are specific subject matter requirements that must be met. Two of
these hours must be dedicated to the laws and rules governing the practice of physical therapy in
Florida. This ensures that all licensees are knowledgeable about the legal and ethical framework
within which they operate. Additionally, one hour must focus on medical errors prevention. This
crucial component emphasizes patient safety and the importance of minimizing preventable harm in
healthcare settings. The remaining hours can be fulfilled through a variety of other board-approved
topics relevant to physical therapy practice.

Mandatory Topics for Continuing Education

The Florida Board of Physical Therapy has clearly defined certain mandatory topics that must be
included within the total continuing education requirement. These topics are designed to ensure that
physical therapists maintain a current understanding of critical legal, ethical, and safety aspects of
their profession.

Florida Laws and Rules: A minimum of 2 hours must be dedicated to the study of Florida's
statutes and administrative codes pertaining to physical therapy practice. This includes
understanding scope of practice, disciplinary guidelines, and regulatory changes.

Medical Errors Prevention: A minimum of 1 hour must be completed on the topic of
preventing medical errors. This often covers topics such as communication, diagnostic errors,
medication errors, and system-based approaches to patient safety.

Elective Continuing Education Hours

Beyond the mandatory hours, physical therapists have flexibility in selecting the remaining
continuing education credits to meet the total of 30 hours. These elective hours can be earned
through a wide array of courses and activities that are relevant to the practice of physical therapy.
The goal is to encourage practitioners to pursue areas of interest, specialize, or gain knowledge in
emerging fields within physical therapy. Approved topics can include, but are not limited to, areas
such as:



Orthopedic rehabilitation

Neurological physical therapy

Cardiopulmonary physical therapy

Pediatric physical therapy

Geriatric physical therapy

Wound care

Pain management

Ethics and professional conduct

Evidence-based practice

New therapeutic techniques and technologies

It is essential for licensees to ensure that any course they choose for their elective hours is approved
by the Florida Board of Physical Therapy. Failure to complete approved CE will result in an
incomplete renewal application and potential disciplinary action.

Approved Continuing Education Providers and Courses

Not all continuing education courses are created equal when it comes to fulfilling the florida
physical therapy license renewal requirements 2023. The Florida Board of Physical Therapy
maintains a list of approved providers and has specific criteria for course approval. This ensures that
the education received is of high quality and directly relevant to the practice of physical therapy in
the state.

Physical therapists are responsible for verifying the approval status of any continuing education
provider or course they plan to take. The Board typically recognizes providers approved by national
accreditation bodies as well as those who have received direct approval from the Florida Board.
Many reputable professional organizations, universities, and specialized training companies offer
board-approved courses. It is always best practice to check the Board's official website or contact
them directly if there is any uncertainty about the approval of a particular CE offering.

The Florida Physical Therapy License Renewal Process

The actual process of renewing a Florida physical therapy license is designed to be as streamlined as



possible, provided all requirements are met in advance. The Florida Board of Physical Therapy
primarily utilizes an online portal for all license renewal transactions. This digital platform allows
licensees to submit their renewal application, attest to the completion of their continuing education,
and pay the required fees conveniently and efficiently.

Before initiating the renewal process, it is highly recommended that licensees have all necessary
documentation readily available, particularly proof of completed continuing education. While the
online system often allows for self-attestation, the Board reserves the right to audit renewal
applications. Therefore, maintaining detailed records of all completed CE courses, including
certificates of completion and dates attended, is crucial. The online renewal portal will guide you
through a series of questions and prompts to ensure all aspects of the renewal are addressed.

Online Renewal Portal Navigation

The Florida Department of Health, which oversees the Board of Physical Therapy, provides a secure
online portal for all professional license renewals. Navigating this portal is generally
straightforward. Licensees will typically need to log in using their established credentials. If it is
your first time using the portal or if you have forgotten your login information, there are usually
options to retrieve or reset your password.

Once logged in, you will be directed to your license profile. Here, you can initiate the renewal
application. The system will prompt you to confirm your personal information, provide updates if
necessary, and attest to your compliance with continuing education requirements. You will also be
asked to disclose any disciplinary actions or changes in your professional standing since your last
renewal. The portal will clearly indicate the fees required for renewal and provide secure payment
processing options.

Attestation of Continuing Education

A significant part of the online renewal process involves attesting to the completion of your
continuing education hours. During the renewal application, you will be asked to confirm that you
have met the 30-hour requirement, including the mandatory hours in Florida laws and rules and
medical errors prevention. You will typically not be required to upload all your CE certificates during
the initial online submission unless specifically requested.

However, it is imperative to understand that the Board conducts random audits of renewal
applications. If your application is selected for an audit, you will be required to provide
documentation to verify your completed CE. Therefore, it is your responsibility to retain all original
certificates of completion for at least four years following the renewal period. This documentation
should include the provider's name, course title, date of completion, number of hours earned, and
your name as the attendee.



Required Documentation for Renewal

While the online renewal process aims for simplicity, certain pieces of information and
documentation are implicitly required or should be readily available. Having these prepared in
advance will greatly expedite the completion of your florida physical therapy license renewal
requirements 2023.

Current Contact Information: Ensure your mailing address, email address, and phone
number are up-to-date on your Board profile. This is how the Board will communicate with you
regarding your renewal and any other important notices.

Proof of Continuing Education: As mentioned, while not always submitted initially, you
must have records of completed CE courses. This includes certificates of completion detailing
the course, provider, dates, and hours.

Social Security Number: You will likely be asked to provide or confirm your Social Security
Number for state and federal reporting purposes.

Disciplinary Disclosure: You may be required to disclose any disciplinary actions taken
against any professional license you hold in Florida or any other state, as well as any criminal
convictions. Honesty and transparency in this regard are paramount.

Fees Associated with License Renewal

Fulfilling the florida physical therapy license renewal requirements 2023 also involves the
payment of renewal fees. These fees are set by the Florida Legislature and are subject to change.
The Board uses these fees to fund its operations, including the costs associated with licensing,
regulation, and enforcement of professional standards.

The exact fee amount for physical therapy license renewal can be found on the Florida Board of
Physical Therapy's official website. Typically, there is a renewal fee and often a reactivation fee for
licenses that have been inactive or expired. It is important to note that renewal fees are generally
non-refundable. Payment is usually accepted online through the renewal portal via credit card or
electronic check. Prompt payment of these fees is an integral part of the renewal process.

Consequences of Non-Compliance

Failing to meet the florida physical therapy license renewal requirements 2023 can lead to
serious repercussions. The most significant consequence is the expiration or suspension of your
physical therapy license, which would prohibit you from legally practicing physical therapy in
Florida. This can have a substantial impact on your career, income, and reputation.



If a license expires due to non-renewal, it typically becomes inactive. Reactivating an inactive license
often involves more stringent requirements and potentially higher fees than a standard renewal. In
more severe cases, or if a licensee continues to practice with an expired or suspended license, the
Board may impose disciplinary actions. These actions can range from fines and mandatory remedial
education to license revocation, depending on the nature and duration of the non-compliance and
any associated offenses.

Tips for a Smooth Renewal Experience

To ensure a seamless experience when navigating the florida physical therapy license renewal
requirements 2023, consider implementing these practical tips:

Start Early: Do not wait until the last minute. Begin reviewing requirements and completing
CE hours several months before the renewal deadline.

Track Your CE: Keep meticulous records of all your completed continuing education courses.
Organize them in a way that makes them easily accessible for audits.

Verify Provider Approval: Always confirm that your chosen CE providers and courses are
approved by the Florida Board of Physical Therapy.

Update Your Contact Information: Ensure the Board has your most current contact details
to receive important communications.

Review Board Updates: Periodically check the Florida Board of Physical Therapy website for
any changes or updates to renewal requirements or procedures.

Utilize the Online Portal Effectively: Familiarize yourself with the online renewal system
and follow all instructions carefully.

Keep Payment Information Handy: Have your preferred payment method ready when you
are ready to submit your renewal application and fees.

FAQ

Q: When is the deadline for Florida physical therapy license
renewal in 2023?
A: While the term "2023" is in the keyword, the actual renewal deadline for physical therapists in
Florida is February 28th of every even-numbered year. For the 2023-2025 biennium, the renewal
period would lead up to the February 28, 2025 deadline. It's crucial to check the Florida Board of
Physical Therapy website for the exact opening and closing dates of the renewal window.



Q: How many continuing education hours are required for
Florida physical therapy license renewal?
A: Florida physical therapists are required to complete 30 hours of approved continuing education
for each biennial renewal period.

Q: Are there any specific continuing education topics that are
mandatory for Florida physical therapists?
A: Yes, within the 30 required CE hours, licensees must complete a minimum of 2 hours on Florida
Laws and Rules governing physical therapy practice and 1 hour on Medical Errors Prevention.

Q: Where can I find approved continuing education providers
and courses for my Florida physical therapy license renewal?
A: The Florida Board of Physical Therapy website is the definitive source for information on
approved CE providers and courses. They may also recognize courses approved by other national
accreditation bodies. Always verify approval status with the Board.

Q: Can I renew my Florida physical therapy license online?
A: Yes, the Florida Board of Physical Therapy primarily uses an online portal for license renewal.
This allows for efficient submission of applications, attestation of CE, and payment of fees.

Q: What happens if I miss the Florida physical therapy license
renewal deadline?
A: If you miss the renewal deadline, your license will become inactive. You will need to follow
specific procedures to reactivate your license, which may include additional requirements, fees, and
potentially continuing education for the period you were inactive. Practicing with an expired license
is illegal.

Q: Do I need to submit my continuing education certificates
when I renew my Florida physical therapy license online?
A: Typically, you will attest to completing your CE hours during the online renewal process.
However, the Board conducts random audits, so you must retain all original certificates of
completion for at least four years in case you are selected for an audit.

Q: How much does it cost to renew a Florida physical therapy
license?
A: The renewal fees are set by the Florida Legislature and can vary. You can find the most current



fee schedule on the official Florida Board of Physical Therapy website.

Q: What if I have been practicing in Florida for less than one
full renewal period?
A: If you were initially licensed in Florida during the current renewal period, you may be exempt
from the full 30-hour CE requirement for your first renewal. However, you will still need to meet any
specific prorated CE requirements or complete the mandatory courses if applicable. Always confirm
this with the Board.

Q: How can I ensure my Florida physical therapy license
remains active and in good standing?
A: To maintain an active license, ensure you consistently meet the 30-hour continuing education
requirement from approved providers, renew your license by the deadline every two years, pay all
associated fees, and always practice within the legal and ethical boundaries set by the Florida Board
of Physical Therapy.
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