
fly high the story of bessie coleman

fly high the story of bessie coleman is a compelling narrative that
celebrates the life and achievements of an extraordinary woman who broke
barriers in aviation. Bessie Coleman, born in 1892, became the first African
American woman to hold a pilot's license and the first woman of any race to
obtain an international pilot's license. Her journey was not just about
flying; it was a fight against racial and gender discrimination in the early
20th century. This article delves into her inspiring story, her challenges,
her milestones, and her enduring legacy, emphasizing the impact she had on
aviation and society at large.

The following sections will explore her early life, her journey to become a
pilot, her accomplishments in aviation, the challenges she faced as a black
woman in a male-dominated field, and her lasting influence on future
generations of aviators.
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Early Life of Bessie Coleman

Bessie Coleman was born on January 26, 1892, in Atlanta, Texas, to a family
of African American descent. She was the tenth of thirteen children born to
her parents, George Coleman and Susan Coleman. Growing up in a poor
household, Bessie faced numerous challenges, including the limitations
imposed by race and gender in the segregated southern United States. Despite
these obstacles, she showed a strong desire for education and independence
from a young age.

Education and Early Aspirations

From an early age, Bessie was determined to seek an education, often working
odd jobs to support her schooling. She attended Oklahoma's Langston
University, where she began to cultivate her aspirations of becoming a pilot.
Her interest in aviation was sparked by her encounters with World War I
pilots who returned home, sharing tales of their aerial adventures. Inspired,
Bessie began to envision herself in the cockpit, soaring through the skies.



Path to Aviation

In a time when flying was a predominantly male domain, Bessie faced
significant barriers in pursuing her dream. After realizing that American
flight schools would not accept her due to her race and gender, Bessie
decided to take matters into her own hands.

Overcoming Barriers

Determined to earn her wings, Bessie learned French and traveled to France to
attend the Caudron Brothers School of Aviation in Le Crotoy. In 1921, she
made history by becoming the first African American woman to obtain a pilot's
license. This achievement was monumental not only for Bessie but also for
women and people of color, as it represented the breaking of societal norms
and the pursuit of equality in aviation.

Accomplishments and Achievements

Bessie Coleman's journey did not stop with her pilot's license. Upon
returning to the United States, she became a highly skilled aviator and
performer, known for her daring aerial stunts and exhibitions. She became a
role model and a pioneer, using her fame to advocate for African Americans in
aviation.

Aerial Shows and Public Speaking

Throughout the 1920s, Bessie performed in air shows across the country,
captivating audiences with her skills and charismatic personality. She used
her platform to speak out against racial discrimination and to encourage
young African Americans to pursue careers in aviation and other fields. Her
motto was to "fly high," symbolizing her aspiration to rise above societal
constraints.

Challenges Faced


