follow my leader james b garfield

follow my leader james b garfield encapsulates the essence of leadership and
vision, as exemplified by one of America's most intriguing presidents. James
A. Garfield, the 20th president of the United States, is often remembered for
his brief tenure in the White House and his tragic assassination. However,
his legacy extends beyond these events, showcasing his remarkable journey
from humble beginnings to the presidency, his progressive ideas, and his
commitment to education and civil rights. This article delves into Garfield's
life, his presidency, key policies, and enduring impact, providing a
comprehensive understanding of why he remains a significant figure in
American history.

Following the introduction, we will explore the following topics:

Early Life and Education

Political Rise

Presidency and Key Policies

Assassination and Legacy

e Conclusion

Early Life and Education

James Abram Garfield was born on November 19, 1831, in a small log cabin in
Moreland Hills, Ohio. He was the last of the U.S. presidents to be born in a
log cabin, symbolizing the American frontier spirit. Garfield's early life
was marked by hardship; his father died when he was just two years old,
leaving his mother to raise him and his siblings alone. Despite these
challenges, Garfield demonstrated an early love for learning.

His educational journey began in a one-room schoolhouse, where he excelled
despite limited resources. He later attended the Western Reserve Eclectic
Institute, where he worked as a janitor to pay for his education. His
academic prowess allowed him to enter Williams College in Massachusetts,
where he graduated in 1856.

Garfield's commitment to education would become a defining characteristic of
his career. He believed in the power of knowledge and advocated for
educational reform throughout his life, championing access to education for
all.



Political Rise

Garfield's political career began in the Ohio State Senate, where he served
from 1859 to 1861. His early involvement in politics was influenced by his
abolitionist beliefs and his opposition to the expansion of slavery. He was a
staunch supporter of the Union during the Civil War, serving as a major
general in the Union Army.

His military service helped him gain prominence, and in 1863, he was elected
to the U.S. House of Representatives. Garfield quickly established himself as
a leading voice in Congress, advocating for civil rights and educational
initiatives. His eloquence and leadership skills garnered attention, and he
was respected across party lines.

In 1880, Garfield was nominated as the Republican candidate for president at
a contentious convention. His nomination was surprising, as he was not a
frontrunner, but he won the support of key party leaders. Garfield's campaign
focused on civil service reform and the importance of education, resonating
with a populace eager for change.

Presidency and Key Policies

Garfield's presidency began on March 4, 1881, but it was tragically cut short
by his assassination later that year. Despite his short time in office,
Garfield implemented several key policies that reflected his progressive
vision.

Civil Service Reform

One of Garfield's primary objectives was to reform the corrupt patronage
system that plagued American politics. He believed that government positions
should be filled based on merit rather than political connections. His
advocacy for civil service reform laid the groundwork for future legislation,
including the Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act of 1883.

Education and Science

Garfield was a strong proponent of education, believing it was essential for
the nation's progress. He pushed for increased funding for public education
and supported initiatives that promoted scientific research and innovation.
His background as an educator influenced his policies, and he sought to make
education accessible to all citizens.

Foreign Policy

Garfield's foreign policy focused on strengthening America's position on the
global stage. He advocated for a robust navy and sought to expand American



influence in Latin America and the Pacific. Although his time in office was
brief, his vision for America's role in the world was clear.

Assassination and Legacy

On July 2, 1881, just four months into his presidency, Garfield was shot by
Charles Guiteau, a disgruntled office seeker. He succumbed to his injuries on
September 19, 1881, after a prolonged struggle. His assassination shocked the
nation and highlighted the urgent need for civil service reform.

Garfield's legacy is multifaceted. He is remembered as a dedicated public
servant, a champion of education, and a leader who sought to unite a divided
nation. His commitment to civil rights and educational reform has had a
lasting impact on American society.

In honor of his contributions, several institutions, including schools and
colleges, have been named after him. His life story serves as an inspiration,
illustrating the potential for individuals to rise above their circumstances
and make a significant impact on the world.

Conclusion

James A. Garfield's life and presidency exemplify the ideals of leadership,
education, and reform. His journey from a log cabin to the White House is a
testament to the American dream, and his vision for a more equitable society
continues to resonate today. As we reflect on his legacy, we are reminded of
the importance of integrity in leadership and the ongoing pursuit of
knowledge.

Q: Who was James A. Garfield?

A: James A. Garfield was the 20th president of the United States, serving
from March 4, 1881, until his assassination on September 19, 1881. He was a
former Union general and a member of the U.S. House of Representatives.

Q: What were Garfield's main contributions as
president?

A: Garfield focused on civil service reform, education, and foreign policy.
He advocated for merit-based government positions and sought to improve
public education and scientific research.

Q: How did Garfield's early life influence his



presidency?

A: Garfield's humble beginnings and commitment to education shaped his
policies and vision for America. His experiences instilled in him a belief in
the importance of access to education for all.

Q: What led to Garfield's assassination?

A: Garfield was shot by Charles Guiteau, who believed he was owed a political
appointment. Guiteau's actions highlighted the issues of political patronage
and corruption that Garfield aimed to reform.

Q: What is Garfield's legacy today?

A: Garfield is remembered for his commitment to education, civil rights, and
government reform. His life story continues to inspire future generations
about the potential for change and leadership.

Q: Did Garfield have any significant achievements in
foreign policy?

A: While his presidency was brief, Garfield advocated for a strong navy and
sought to expand American influence, particularly in Latin America and the
Pacific.

Q: What impact did Garfield's presidency have on
civil service reform?

A: Garfield's advocacy for civil service reform highlighted the need for
change, leading to the Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act of 1883, which
established a merit-based system for federal employment.

Q: How did Garfield's education background shape his
political views?

A: Garfield's experiences as a teacher and his belief in the power of
education influenced his policies, promoting initiatives that aimed to
improve public education and access to knowledge for all citizens.

Q: What organizations or institutions are named
after Garfield?

A: Several schools, colleges, and even a national park are named after James
A. Garfield, reflecting his contributions to education and public service.
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