form n cen instructions

Form N Cen instructions are crucial for individuals navigating the
immigration process in the United States, specifically for those seeking to
apply for or renew their employment authorization. Understanding these
instructions is essential for ensuring a smooth application process and
avoiding potential pitfalls that could delay or jeopardize one's immigration
status. This article will provide an in-depth overview of Form N Cen,
including its purpose, the instructions for filling it out, and common
mistakes to avoid.

What is Form N Cen?

Form N Cen is officially known as the "Application for Employment
Authorization." It is used by non-citizens who wish to obtain an Employment
Authorization Document (EAD) in the United States. This document allows
individuals to work legally while they await the resolution of their
immigration status. The form is essential for various categories of
applicants, including:

e Asylees and refugees

e Individuals with pending applications for adjustment of status

e Certain non-immigrant visa holders

The form must be completed accurately and submitted to the U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS) for processing.

Why 1s Form N Cen Important?

Filling out Form N Cen correctly is critical because it can significantly
impact an applicant's ability to work legally in the U.S. A properly
submitted application can lead to quicker approval and issuance of an EAD,
while a poorly filled out form can result in delays, requests for additional
information, or even denials.

Moreover, having a valid EAD is essential for individuals who need to work to
support themselves or their families during their immigration proceedings.



Instructions for Filling Out Form N Cen

Filling out Form N Cen requires careful attention to detail. Below are the
steps and instructions to follow when completing the form:

1. Gather Required Documentation

Before starting to fill out Form N Cen, ensure you have the necessary
documentation on hand. This may include:

e A copy of your current EAD, if applicable

e Proof of your current immigration status

e Two passport-style photographs

e Any required filing fees

2. Complete the Form Accurately

When filling out the form, ensure that all information is correct and
complete. The form is divided into several sections:

1. Part 1: Information About You - This section requires your personal
information, including your name, address, and date of birth.

2. Part 2: Application Type - Specify the type of work authorization you
are applying for. Choose the appropriate category based on your
immigration status.

3. Part 3: Eligibility Category - Indicate your eligibility category by
checking the appropriate box.

4. Part 4: Additional Information - Provide any additional information as
requested, such as previous applications or legal issues.

5. Part 5: Signature - Ensure that you sign and date the form. Unsigned
forms will be rejected.



3. Review the Form

After completing the form, review all entries for accuracy. Double-check for:

e Spelling errors
e Correct dates

e Proper format for addresses

Having a second pair of eyes review the form can help catch any mistakes you
might have missed.

Filing Instructions

Once you have completed and reviewed Form N Cen, the next step is to file it.
Follow these instructions to ensure your application is submitted correctly:

1. Determine Where to File

The filing location for Form N Cen depends on your eligibility category and
whether you are submitting the application by mail or electronically. Check
the USCIS website for the most current filing addresses and options.

2. Pay the Filing Fee

A filing fee is required when submitting Form N Cen. Make sure to include a
check or money order made out to "U.S. Department of Homeland Security."
Verify the correct fee on the USCIS website, as it may change over time.

3. Submit Your Application

You can submit your application by mail or electronically, depending on your
eligibility. If mailing, ensure that you send it to the correct address and
use a reliable mailing service that provides tracking.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

Filling out Form N Cen can be daunting, especially for first-time applicants.
Here are some common mistakes to avoid:
e Incomplete Forms: Ensure that all sections are filled out completely.

e Incorrect Filing Fee: Double-check the current fee on the USCIS website
before submitting.

e Failure to Sign: An unsigned form will be rejected, so ensure you sign
and date before submission.

e Not Including Required Documents: Ensure all necessary supporting
documents are included with your application.

e Incorrect Submission Method: Follow the specific filing instructions for
your category to avoid delays.

After Submission: What to Expect

Once you have submitted your Form N Cen, there are several steps that will
follow:

1. Receipt Notice

After USCIS processes your application, you will receive a receipt notice
confirming that they have received your application. This notice will contain
a receipt number that you can use to track your application status online.

2. Processing Time

The processing time for Form N Cen can vary based on the workload of USCIS
and your specific eligibility category. Generally, it can take several weeks
to several months. You can check the USCIS website for current processing
times.

3. Additional Requests



In some cases, USCIS may issue a Request for Evidence (RFE) if they require
additional information to process your application. It is crucial to respond
to any RFEs promptly and thoroughly.

Conclusion

Understanding the Form N Cen instructions is vital for anyone seeking
employment authorization in the United States. By following the outlined
steps for completing the form, avoiding common mistakes, and knowing what to
expect after submission, applicants can improve their chances of a successful
application. For more information, always refer to the official USCIS
website, which is the most reliable source for updates and changes in
immigration processes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Form N Cen used for?

Form N Cen is used to request a Certificate of Citizenship for individuals
born abroad to U.S. citizen parents, or for those who acquired citizenship
through naturalization.

Who should file Form N Cen?

Form N Cen should be filed by individuals who are seeking to obtain a
Certificate of Citizenship to establish their citizenship status in the
United States.

What are the key documents needed to accompany Form
N Cen?

Key documents include proof of U.S. citizenship of the parent(s), the
applicant's birth certificate, and any records of legal residency or
naturalization.

Where can I find the instructions for completing
Form N Cen?

The instructions for completing Form N Cen can be found on the official U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) website, under the forms
section.



Is there a filing fee for Form N Cen?

No, there is no filing fee for Form N Cen; it is typically filed without any
associated costs.

How long does it take to process Form N Cen?

Processing times for Form N Cen can vary, but it generally takes several
months; applicants can check the USCIS website for the most current
processing times.

What should I do if my Form N Cen 1is denied?

If your Form N Cen is denied, you may have the option to appeal the decision
or file a motion to reopen the case; detailed instructions will be provided
in the denial notice.
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