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Forrest Fenn: The Thrill of the Chase is a captivating tale that intertwines treasure
hunting, adventure, and the human spirit's quest for discovery. The story revolves around
Forrest Fenn, an eccentric art dealer and author, who gained notoriety for hiding a
treasure chest filled with valuable items in the Rocky Mountains. His treasure hunt, which
began in 2010, captivated thousands of treasure seekers and adventurers, leading them on
a wild goose chase across the vast wilderness of North America. This article delves into
Fenn's life, the treasure hunt he orchestrated, and the impact it had on the treasure-
hunting community.

Who is Forrest Fenn?

Forrest Fenn was born on August 22, 1931, in the small town of Temple, Texas. He spent
his childhood in the nearby town of Madison, where he developed a love for the outdoors,
exploration, and art. Fenn served as a fighter pilot in the U.S. Air Force during the
Vietnam War, earning several medals for his service. Following his military career, he
became an art dealer, opening an art gallery in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Fenn's passion for art and history led him to collect numerous artifacts, which he later
displayed in his gallery. However, it was his desire for adventure and the thrill of the
unknown that eventually led him to create a treasure hunt that would capture the
imagination of people worldwide.

The Birth of the Treasure Hunt

In 1988, Fenn was diagnosed with cancer, which prompted him to reflect on his life and
legacy. He wanted to inspire others to seek adventure and appreciate the beauty of
nature. This introspection led to the creation of a treasure hunt that combined his love for
the outdoors with the thrill of a quest.

Fenn wrote a memoir titled The Thrill of the Chase, published in 2010, where he detailed
the story behind the treasure hunt. In the book, he included hints and clues about the
location of a hidden treasure chest, which contained gold coins, jewelry, and other
valuable artifacts worth an estimated $2 million.

The Treasure Chest

Fenn's treasure chest was not just a simple container; it was a carefully curated collection
of items that reflected his life and interests. The chest itself is a bronze box measuring
approximately 10 by 10 by 5 inches, and it was filled with various treasures, including:



Gold nuggets

Jewelry

Precious gemstones

Antique artifacts

Other valuable items

Fenn's intention was to create an exhilarating experience for those who sought the
treasure, encouraging them to explore the great outdoors and engage with nature.

The Clues and the Chase

The treasure hunt was designed with a series of cryptic clues and riddles, which Fenn
embedded in his book. These clues led treasure hunters to various locations in the Rocky
Mountains, with the ultimate goal of finding the hidden chest. The main clues from the
book included:

“Begin it where warm waters halt”1.

“There’ll be no paddle up your creek”2.

“The end is ever drawing nigh”3.

Each clue required careful analysis and interpretation, leading seekers to different parts
of the mountains. As word of the treasure hunt spread, the excitement grew, drawing
thousands of individuals from all walks of life, including families, adventurers, and
seasoned treasure hunters.

The Impact of the Treasure Hunt

The Thrill of the Chase sparked a treasure-hunting phenomenon that captivated the
public's imagination. It led to the emergence of numerous online forums, blogs, and social
media groups dedicated to discussing clues, sharing theories, and documenting treasure-
hunting expeditions.

However, the treasure hunt was not without its challenges and controversies. As more
people ventured into the wilderness, reports of accidents, injuries, and even deaths began
to surface. Some individuals became obsessed with the hunt, leading to strained
relationships and significant personal sacrifices. In response, Fenn repeatedly urged
seekers to prioritize safety and to respect the environment.



Despite the risks, the treasure hunt fostered a sense of community among participants.
Many formed friendships and bonds over their shared passion for exploration and
adventure. The thrill of the chase ignited a sense of purpose for countless individuals,
inspiring them to embark on journeys that they may never have considered otherwise.

The Treasure is Found

After a decade of searching, the treasure chest was finally discovered in June 2020 by Jack
Stuef, a medical student from Michigan. Stuef's discovery marked the end of an era for the
treasure hunt, which had become an integral part of Fenn's legacy. Following the find,
Fenn confirmed the authenticity of the chest and the treasures it contained.

The news of the treasure's discovery sent ripples through the treasure-hunting
community, eliciting a mix of joy and disappointment. Many participants felt a sense of
closure, while others lamented the end of their adventurous pursuits. Stuef later shared
his experience, revealing that he had spent years deciphering Fenn's clues before finally
locating the treasure.

Forrest Fenn's Legacy

Forrest Fenn passed away on September 7, 2020, shortly after the treasure was found. His
passing marked the end of an adventurous chapter in the lives of many treasure hunters,
but his legacy continues through the impact he had on thousands of individuals.

Fenn's story serves as a testament to the human spirit's desire for exploration and
adventure. The treasure hunt not only inspired individuals to seek hidden treasures but
also encouraged them to appreciate nature and the outdoors. Additionally, Fenn's life
story became a source of fascination for many, illustrating the complexities of a man who
sought to share his love for adventure with the world.

The Future of Treasure Hunting

The Thrill of the Chase has inspired a new generation of treasure hunters. Fenn's treasure
hunt demonstrated that the quest for adventure and discovery is alive and well, and many
individuals continue to embark on their own searches for hidden treasures across various
landscapes.

In the wake of Fenn's treasure hunt, other treasure hunts have emerged, each with its
own unique spin and challenges. These new ventures continue to attract seekers and
adventurers, fostering a sense of community and excitement.



Conclusion

Forrest Fenn's The Thrill of the Chase is more than just a treasure hunt; it is a celebration
of adventure, exploration, and the human spirit's insatiable curiosity. Fenn's journey, from
art dealer to treasure hunter, has left an indelible mark on the lives of many, inspiring
them to seek their own adventures and embrace the beauty of the world around them.

As the treasure hunting community continues to evolve, the legacy of Forrest Fenn lives
on, reminding us all that the true treasure lies not only in the pursuit of hidden gold but in
the experiences and connections forged along the way.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Forrest Fenn and what is 'The Thrill of the
Chase'?
Forrest Fenn is an art dealer and author who created a treasure hunt by hiding a chest
filled with gold and jewels. 'The Thrill of the Chase' is his memoir that includes clues to
the treasure's location.

What inspired Forrest Fenn to create the treasure hunt
in 'The Thrill of the Chase'?
Forrest Fenn was inspired by his love for adventure and the outdoors, as well as a desire
to spark interest in exploration and creativity among people.

What are some key elements or clues mentioned in 'The
Thrill of the Chase'?
Key elements include poetic clues that hint at the treasure's location, specific references
to geographical landmarks, and personal anecdotes from Fenn's life.

How did the treasure hunt in 'The Thrill of the Chase'
impact the search community?
The treasure hunt generated a large community of treasure seekers, fostering a sense of
camaraderie and competition among participants, while also leading to numerous
adventures and stories.

What were some of the controversies surrounding 'The
Thrill of the Chase' treasure hunt?
Controversies included safety concerns, the legality of searching in certain areas, and the
emotional toll on families of searchers who went missing or lost their lives in pursuit of the



treasure.

What happened to the treasure from 'The Thrill of the
Chase'?
The treasure was found in June 2020 by a searcher named Jack Stuef, who revealed the
discovery after years of searching, confirming that the treasure hunt had come to a close.

How has 'The Thrill of the Chase' influenced modern
treasure hunting?
The book has inspired a resurgence in treasure hunting culture, leading to more people
exploring nature, creating their own treasure hunts, and engaging with the outdoor
community.

What are some personal reflections Forrest Fenn shared
in 'The Thrill of the Chase'?
Forrest Fenn shared insights about his life, his love for art and nature, and his motivations
for creating the treasure hunt, emphasizing the joy of adventure and discovery.
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