
fort benning basic training dates
Fort Benning basic training dates are a crucial consideration for new recruits as they prepare to
embark on their military journey. Located in Georgia, Fort Benning plays a pivotal role in shaping the
future of soldiers by providing rigorous training programs. Understanding the schedule of basic
training dates is essential for recruits and their families, as it influences everything from preparation
to graduation. This article will delve into the specifics of Fort Benning basic training dates, the various
cycles throughout the year, and what recruits can expect during their time there.

Overview of Basic Training at Fort Benning

Basic training at Fort Benning, known as One Station Unit Training (OSUT) for Infantry soldiers, is
designed to transform civilians into competent and disciplined soldiers. The training is
comprehensive, focusing on physical fitness, marksmanship, tactics, and teamwork.

Duration of Basic Training

The basic training program at Fort Benning lasts approximately 10 weeks. However, the duration may
vary slightly depending on the specific training path or military occupational specialty (MOS) the
recruit is pursuing.

Importance of Knowing Basic Training Dates

Understanding the basic training schedule is vital for recruits for several reasons:

1. Preparation: Knowing the start and end dates allows recruits to prepare mentally and physically.
2. Family Support: Families can plan visits and support for their recruits during training.
3. Leave Planning: Recruits can arrange for any necessary personal affairs before leaving for training.

Fort Benning Basic Training Dates for 2024

The schedule for basic training at Fort Benning is organized into cycles throughout the year. Each
cycle typically starts on a specific day of the month and lasts for approximately 10 weeks.

Basic Training Cycle Schedule

The following is a tentative schedule of basic training cycles for 2024:



January Cycle: Starts January 8, 2024, and ends March 15, 2024

February Cycle: Starts February 5, 2024, and ends April 12, 2024

March Cycle: Starts March 4, 2024, and ends May 10, 2024

April Cycle: Starts April 1, 2024, and ends June 7, 2024

May Cycle: Starts May 6, 2024, and ends July 12, 2024

June Cycle: Starts June 3, 2024, and ends August 9, 2024

July Cycle: Starts July 8, 2024, and ends September 13, 2024

August Cycle: Starts August 5, 2024, and ends October 11, 2024

September Cycle: Starts September 2, 2024, and ends November 8, 2024

October Cycle: Starts October 7, 2024, and ends December 13, 2024

November Cycle: Starts November 4, 2024, and ends January 10, 2025

December Cycle: Starts December 2, 2024, and ends February 7, 2025

Please note that these dates are subject to change depending on various factors, including military
needs and operational requirements.

What to Expect During Basic Training at Fort Benning

Recruits preparing for basic training at Fort Benning should be aware of the challenges and
expectations that await them.

Physical Training

Physical fitness is a cornerstone of basic training. Recruits can expect:

- Daily Physical Training (PT): This usually occurs in the early morning and includes running, strength
training, and flexibility exercises.
- Combat Conditioning: Recruits will participate in obstacle courses and tactical drills to build
endurance and resilience.

Military Skills Training



Basic training also includes essential military skills such as:

- Marksmanship: Recruits will learn to handle various weapons and engage in live-fire exercises.
- Land Navigation: Training will cover map reading, compass use, and terrain analysis.
- First Aid: Basic medical skills will be taught to prepare recruits for emergency situations.

Teamwork and Discipline

One of the most important aspects of basic training is fostering teamwork and discipline among
recruits. Expect:

- Group Exercises: Many tasks and drills will require collaboration among recruits, emphasizing the
importance of camaraderie.
- Discipline and Respect: Recruits will learn to follow orders and respect authority, which is vital for
military service.

Graduation from Basic Training

Graduation is a significant milestone for recruits and their families.

Graduation Ceremony Details

The graduation ceremony typically takes place at the end of the basic training cycle. Key details
include:

- Location: Ceremonies are usually held at Fort Benning.
- Attendance: Families are encouraged to attend and show support for their graduating recruits.
- Ceremony Activities: The event often includes the presentation of awards, speeches from
commanding officers, and the recitation of the Soldier’s Creed.

Post-Graduation Steps

After graduation, recruits will move on to Advanced Individual Training (AIT) for their specific MOS.

Conclusion

In summary, understanding Fort Benning basic training dates is essential for recruits and their
families as they navigate the journey into military service. With multiple training cycles throughout
the year, prospective soldiers can effectively plan their transition from civilian life to military life. By
preparing for the challenges of basic training and embracing the core values of teamwork and
discipline, recruits will emerge as capable soldiers ready to serve their country. Whether it’s the



physical training, military skills development, or the excitement of graduation, Fort Benning offers a
transformative experience that sets the foundation for a successful military career.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic training dates for Fort Benning in 2024?
The basic training dates for Fort Benning in 2024 typically follow a schedule that includes multiple
cycles throughout the year. The specific dates can vary, so it's recommended to check the official
Army website or contact the Fort Benning training center for the most accurate information.

How can I find the latest updates on Fort Benning basic
training dates?
The latest updates on Fort Benning basic training dates can be found on the official U.S. Army
website, the Fort Benning Facebook page, or by directly contacting the Fort Benning training office.

Are there specific start dates for basic training at Fort
Benning?
Yes, Fort Benning has specific start dates for basic training that are released annually. These dates
are usually set at the beginning of each training cycle, and it's advisable to check regularly for any
updates.

What should I do if my basic training date at Fort Benning is
delayed?
If your basic training date at Fort Benning is delayed, you should stay in contact with your recruiter for
guidance. They can provide information on the next steps and any changes to your training schedule.

How long is basic training at Fort Benning?
Basic training at Fort Benning typically lasts for 10 weeks, followed by advanced individual training
(AIT) depending on the soldier's assigned military occupational specialty (MOS).
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