fort collins recycling guide

Fort Collins recycling guide serves as an essential resource for residents committed to sustainable
waste management practices. As a growing city in Colorado, Fort Collins has made considerable
strides in promoting recycling and environmental stewardship. This guide will provide you with a
comprehensive overview of the recycling options available in Fort Collins, the types of materials
accepted, and practical tips for effective recycling.

Understanding Fort Collins Recycling Program

Fort Collins has developed a robust recycling program that aims to divert waste from landfills and
promote sustainability. The city's commitment to recycling is evident in its comprehensive services,
community education efforts, and partnerships with local organizations.

1. Recycling Services Offered

The Fort Collins recycling program provides various services designed to meet the needs of residents:
- Curbside Recycling: Fort Collins residents can participate in curbside recycling services, which allow
them to place recyclable materials in designated bins for collection on scheduled days.

- Drop-off Recycling Centers: For those who prefer to handle their recyclables personally, Fort Collins

offers several drop-off centers where residents can bring their recycling.

- Specialty Recycling Events: The city occasionally hosts events focused on recycling specific items,
such as electronics or hazardous materials.

2. Recycling Guidelines

To ensure effective recycling, it is essential to follow the city's guidelines for what can and cannot be
recycled. This section outlines the most commonly accepted materials as well as those that should
not be placed in recycling bins.

Accepted Recyclables

The following items are typically accepted in Fort Collins’ curbside recycling program:

e Paper Products: Newspaper, magazines, office paper, and cardboard (flattened).

e Plastics: Containers marked with recycling symbols 1 (PETE) and 2 (HDPE), such as water
bottles and milk jugs.

e Metals: Aluminum cans (like soda cans) and steel cans (like food cans).



e Glass: Clear, green, and brown glass bottles and jars.

Items Not Accepted

To maintain the quality of the recycling stream, certain items should not be placed in recycling bins:

Plastic bags and film (e.g., grocery bags).

Food-contaminated items (e.g., pizza boxes).

Polystyrene foam (e.g., Styrofoam containers).

Hazardous materials (e.g., batteries, chemicals).

Electronics (e.g., TVs, computers).

How to Prepare Materials for Recycling

Proper preparation of recyclable materials is crucial to the success of the recycling program. Here are
some tips on how to prepare items for recycling in Fort Collins:

1. Clean and Rinse: Rinse containers to remove food residues, as contamination can ruin entire
batches of recyclables.
2. Flatten Cardboard: Flatten all cardboard boxes to save space in recycling bins.

3. Keep Lids On: For materials like bottles and jars, keep the lids on where possible, as they can
also be recycled.

4. Do Not Bundle Paper: Simply place loose paper in the recycling bin, rather than bundling it
with twine or string.

Understanding the Recycling Process

To appreciate the importance of recycling, it's helpful to understand what happens after items are
collected and taken to the recycling facility. Here’s a brief overview of the recycling process:



1. Collection

Once curbside bins are full or drop-off centers receive materials, the items are collected by Fort
Collins' waste management services.

2. Sorting

At the recycling facility, materials are sorted based on type. This is done using a combination of
manual labor and automated technology to ensure that recyclables are separated correctly.

3. Processing

After sorting, the materials are processed into raw materials. For example, paper is pulped, plastics
are shredded, and metals are melted down.

4. Manufacturing

The processed materials are sold to manufacturers, who use them to create new products. This step is
crucial in closing the recycling loop, as it allows for the creation of new items from recycled content.

5. Selling and Distributing

Finally, products made from recycled materials are sold and distributed to consumers, helping to
reduce the demand for virgin materials.

Specialty Recycling Options

In addition to the standard recycling program, Fort Collins offers several specialty recycling options for
items not accepted in regular curbside collections. Here are some of the options available:

1. Electronics Recycling

Old electronics can contain hazardous materials and should not be placed in regular recycling bins.
Fort Collins hosts special events for electronics recycling, allowing residents to drop off unwanted
devices safely.



2. Hazardous Waste Disposal

Household hazardous waste, including batteries, paint, and chemicals, requires special handling.
Residents can dispose of these items at designated collection events or facilities that accept
hazardous waste.

3. Yard Waste and Composting

Fort Collins encourages composting yard waste, which can significantly reduce the volume of waste
sent to landfills. The city provides composting resources and may offer yard waste collection services
during certain seasons.

Community Involvement and Education

Fort Collins recognizes the importance of community involvement in achieving its recycling goals.
Various educational programs and initiatives aim to raise awareness about the benefits of recycling
and proper waste management practices.

1. Workshops and Events

The city organizes workshops and events to educate residents about recycling and sustainability.
These may include presentations on composting, waste reduction strategies, and the importance of
recycling.

2. School Programs

Fort Collins collaborates with local schools to implement recycling programs that teach students about
environmental responsibility and the importance of recycling from a young age.

3. Volunteer Opportunities

Residents can get involved in community clean-up events, recycling drives, and other sustainability
initiatives to help promote recycling and waste reduction in Fort Collins.

Conclusion

The Fort Collins recycling guide is an invaluable tool for residents looking to engage in responsible
waste management practices. By understanding the recycling services available, the items that can



and cannot be recycled, and the proper preparation methods, residents can significantly contribute to
the city’s sustainability efforts. With ongoing community engagement and education, Fort Collins aims
to foster a culture of recycling that benefits both the environment and the community as a whole.
Whether through curbside recycling, specialty events, or educational initiatives, every resident has a
role to play in promoting a greener and more sustainable future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials can | recycle in Fort Collins?

In Fort Collins, you can recycle paper, cardboard, glass bottles, aluminum cans, and certain plastics
labeled with recycling codes 1 and 2. Check the city's recycling guide for a complete list.

Where can | find recycling drop-off locations in Fort Collins?

Recycling drop-off locations in Fort Collins can be found on the city's official website. Popular sites
include the Timberline Recycling Center and various community drop-off bins.

Are there any items that cannot be recycled in Fort Collins?

Yes, items such as plastic bags, food-soiled containers, and certain types of plastics (codes 3-7)
cannot be recycled in Fort Collins. It's important to refer to the recycling guide for specifics.

How often is curbside recycling collected in Fort Collins?

Curbside recycling is collected bi-weekly in Fort Collins. Residents should check their collection
schedule for specific pick-up days.

What should | do with electronics that need recycling in Fort
Collins?

Fort Collins offers special electronic recycling events and drop-off locations for items like TVs,
computers, and phones. Check the city's recycling guide for upcoming events and locations.

Can | recycle my old yard waste in Fort Collins?

Yes, Fort Collins has a yard waste recycling program where residents can compost yard debris. You
can place yard waste in compostable bags and set them out for collection during designated weeks.

Is there a fee for recycling in Fort Collins?

There is no additional fee for curbside recycling in Fort Collins; however, some specialized recycling
programs or drop-off events may have associated costs. Always check the recycling guide for details.



How can | get involved in promoting recycling in Fort Collins?

You can get involved by volunteering for local recycling events, participating in community clean-up
days, or joining environmental advocacy groups in Fort Collins focused on sustainability and recycling
efforts.
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