fort leonard wood basic training
graduation 2023

Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation 2023 is a significant event for new
soldiers and their families. Situated in the Ozarks of Missouri, Fort Leonard Wood serves as
a critical training installation for the United States Army. Each year, thousands of recruits
undergo basic combat training (BCT) here, culminating in a graduation ceremony that
celebrates their transformation into soldiers. This article delves into the details surrounding
the 2023 graduation events, what to expect, and how families can best prepare for this
milestone.

Overview of Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training

Fort Leonard Wood is one of the Army's premier training locations, specializing in the
development of soldiers in various military occupational specialties (MOS). The installation
primarily focuses on:

e Engineer training

e Military police training

e Chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) training

This diverse training environment ensures that recruits receive comprehensive instruction
in both basic skills and specialized areas, preparing them for their future roles in the Army.

Basic Combat Training (BCT) at Fort Leonard Wood

The BCT program at Fort Leonard Wood lasts approximately ten weeks, during which
recruits undergo rigorous physical and mental training. The curriculum includes:

1. Physical Fitness: Recruits participate in daily physical training (PT) to build strength,
endurance, and teamwork.

2. Weapons Training: Soldiers learn to handle various weapons, including rifles and
handguns, through both classroom instruction and practical exercises.

3. Field Training Exercises: These exercises simulate real-life combat scenarios,
allowing recruits to apply their skills in a controlled environment.

4. Drill and Ceremony: Recruits learn military customs and courtesies, including



marching and formations.

5. Army Values and Ethics: Training includes instruction on the Army's core
values—loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity, and personal courage.

The culmination of this intense training program is the graduation ceremony, which marks
the official transition from civilian to soldier.

Graduation Ceremony Details for 2023

The Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation ceremony is a proud moment not only for
the recruits but also for their families and loved ones. The ceremony typically takes place
every Friday, with specific times and locations announced in advance.

What to Expect at the Graduation Ceremony

Attending a graduation ceremony at Fort Leonard Wood can be an emotional experience.
Here's what families can expect:

e Arrival: Families should arrive at least an hour early to find seating and go through
security checks.

e Seating Arrangements: Seating is usually on a first-come, first-served basis, so it’s
advised to arrive early.

e Program Schedule: The ceremony typically includes speeches from commanding
officers, a presentation of colors, and the actual graduation of the soldiers.

¢ Family Interaction: Post-ceremony, families can meet and take pictures with their
soldiers, often in designated areas.

Security Measures

Security is a top priority at Fort Leonard Wood. Families should be prepared for the
following:

e Valid ID Checks: All attendees must present valid identification upon entering the
base.

e Bag Restrictions: Large bags, backpacks, and other items may be restricted. It’s best



to check the base's official website for specific guidelines.

e Security Screening: Expect to go through a security screening process similar to
airport security.

Preparing for Graduation Day

For families attending Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation in 2023, preparation is
key to ensuring a smooth and memorable experience.

Travel and Accommodation

Planning ahead for travel and accommodation can alleviate stress on graduation day. Here
are some tips:

e Book Early: Hotels in the surrounding area can fill up quickly during graduation
weeks, so it's wise to book accommodations in advance.

e Know Your Route: Familiarize yourself with directions to Fort Leonard Wood and the
specific location of the graduation ceremony.

e Transportation Options: Consider renting a car or checking public transportation
options if needed.

Dress Code for the Ceremony

While there is no official dress code for attendees, it is recommended that families dress in
business casual attire. Comfortable shoes are also advisable, as there may be a fair amount
of standing and walking involved.

Celebrating After Graduation

Once the graduation ceremony concludes, families often want to celebrate this momentous
occasion. Here are some ideas for post-graduation activities:

e Family Lunch or Dinner: Plan a special meal to celebrate the soldier’s
achievements with family and friends.



e Explore the Area: Fort Leonard Wood is located near several attractions, including
the Ozark National Scenic Riverways, which offers opportunities for hiking and
canoeing.

e Shop for Military Gear: Consider visiting the PX (Post Exchange) to purchase Army
gear and memorabilia.

Conclusion

Attending the Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation 2023 is an unforgettable
experience for soldiers and their families. Understanding the structure of the ceremony,
planning ahead, and celebrating the achievement can make this day truly special. As new
soldiers transition into their military careers, the support from family and friends is
invaluable, reinforcing the bonds that will carry them through their service in the United
States Army. Whether you are a recruit, a family member, or a friend, the pride and joy of
this occasion will resonate long after the graduation ceremony concludes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the date for Fort Leonard Wood basic training
graduation in 2023?

Graduation dates vary by training cycle, but typically occur every Friday. It's best to check
the official Fort Leonard Wood website for specific dates.

How can families attend the Fort Leonard Wood basic
training graduation ceremony?

Families can attend the graduation ceremony, but they should arrive early to find parking
and ensure they have the necessary identification for base access.

What should families expect during the graduation
ceremony at Fort Leonard Wood?

Families can expect a formal ceremony that includes a parade, speeches, and the
opportunity to take photos with their graduates after the event.

Is there a livestream option for Fort Leonard Wood
basic training graduation?

Yes, many graduation ceremonies are livestreamed on the Fort Leonard Wood official
Facebook page, allowing families unable to attend in person to watch.



What are the COVID-19 guidelines for attending the
graduation ceremony?

As of 2023, guidelines may vary. It's recommended to check the latest updates from Fort
Leonard Wood regarding mask requirements and social distancing.

Can graduates leave the base immediately after
graduation?

Typically, graduates are allowed to leave the base after the ceremony, but they may have
to return for additional processing or training.

What items are prohibited during the graduation
ceremony at Fort Leonard Wood?

Prohibited items may include large bags, weapons, alcohol, and any items that could
disrupt the ceremony. It's best to check the base's regulations before attending.

Are there any special events for families after the
graduation ceremony?

Yes, there are often family days or other events scheduled for after graduation, where
families can spend time with their graduates and participate in activities.

What is the significance of Fort Leonard Wood basic
training graduation?

Graduation marks the completion of basic training and the transition of recruits into
soldiers, symbolizing their dedication, discipline, and readiness to serve.

How can | find out more about my recruit's progress
during basic training?

Families can stay updated through letters, phone calls, and by contacting the recruit's drill
sergeant or unit's family support group for information and support.
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