frank lloyd wright the robie house

Frank Lloyd Wright's Robie House is an iconic example of American architecture, showcasing the
innovative vision of one of the most celebrated architects of the 20th century. Located in Chicago's
Hyde Park neighborhood, the Robie House is a masterpiece of the Prairie School movement, which
emphasizes horizontal lines, open spaces, and integration with the surrounding landscape. This article
delves into the architectural significance, design features, historical context, and legacy of the Robie
House, illustrating why it remains a pivotal work in Frank Lloyd Wright's oeuvre.

Historical Context

The Prairie School Movement

The Robie House, completed in 1910, is a quintessential representation of the Prairie School
movement, which emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This architectural style is
characterized by:

- Horizontal lines that mimic the flat landscape of the American Midwest
- Integration with nature through the use of local materials
- Open floor plans that promote a sense of community and unity within the home

Wright was a leading figure in this movement, advocating for a style that reflected the American
landscape and lifestyle.

Commission and Construction

The Robie House was commissioned by Frederick C. Robie, a successful businessman and a University
of Chicago graduate. Robie sought a modern home that reflected his progressive values and lifestyle.
Wright's design was groundbreaking, both in its aesthetic and functional elements. The construction
of the house took place from 1908 to 1910, and it was built using a combination of brick and concrete,
materials that were both durable and reflective of Wright's philosophy of organic architecture.

Architectural Features

Exterior Design

The Robie House is renowned for its striking exterior, which emphasizes horizontal lines and a low
profile. Key features include:

- Cantilevered Roofs: The extended eaves create a sense of shelter and connection to the surrounding
environment.
- Brickwork: The use of Roman brick in a distinctive horizontal pattern enhances the home's



integration with the landscape.
- Large Windows: The expansive use of glass allows natural light to flood the interior while providing
unobstructed views of the exterior.

Interior Layout

The interior of the Robie House is designed to promote an open flow between spaces. This is achieved
through:

- Open Floor Plan: The living spaces are designed to connect seamlessly, allowing for easy movement
and interaction.

- Built-in Furniture: Wright incorporated built-in seating, shelving, and cabinetry, which eliminated the
need for traditional furniture and created a cohesive design.

- Natural Materials: The interiors feature rich wood paneling, stone fireplaces, and custom-designed
fixtures, all of which reinforce the organic aesthetic.

Innovative Use of Space

Wright's design for the Robie House also made innovative use of vertical space. The home features:

- Multiple Levels: The house is organized into a series of interrelated levels, each serving a specific
function while maintaining an overall sense of unity.

- Light Wells and Skylights: These design elements maximize natural light and ventilation, enhancing
the livability of the space.

Significance in Frank Lloyd Wright’s Career

Turning Point for Wright

The Robie House marked a significant turning point in Wright's career. It was one of his first major
commissions after his break from the traditional architecture of the East Coast. The house
represented a shift towards a distinctly American architectural identity, one rooted in the principles of
the Prairie School.

Impact on Future Designs

The principles established in the Robie House influenced many of Wright's subsequent works,
including:

- Fallingwater: This later masterpiece exemplifies the integration of architecture and nature, a theme
first explored in the Robie House.

- Taliesin and Taliesin West: Wright's own homes and studios reflect the same principles of horizontal
lines and organic materials.



Preservation and Legacy

Preservation Efforts

Despite its architectural significance, the Robie House faced challenges over the years, including
neglect and deterioration. In 1963, it was designated a Chicago Landmark, and in 1966, it was listed
on the National Register of Historic Places. The Frank Lloyd Wright Trust has since undertaken
extensive restoration efforts to preserve the house and maintain its historical integrity.

Educational Role

Today, the Robie House serves as a museum and educational center, offering tours and programs
that promote Wright's vision and principles. The house attracts architecture enthusiasts, students,
and the general public, providing insight into the innovative design philosophies that have influenced
modern architecture.

Conclusion

Frank Lloyd Wright's Robie House stands as a testament to the architect's genius and his commitment
to creating spaces that harmonize with their environment. Through its innovative design, historical
significance, and ongoing preservation efforts, the Robie House continues to inspire and educate
future generations about the importance of architecture in shaping our lives and communities.

As we explore the nuances of Wright's work, the Robie House remains a touchstone in understanding
not just the Prairie School movement, but also the evolution of American architecture. Its legacy
endures, reminding us of the profound impact architecture can have on our daily experiences and the
built environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What architectural style is the Robie House known for?

The Robie House is renowned for its Prairie School architectural style, characterized by horizontal
lines, open spaces, and integration with the surrounding landscape.

When was the Robie House completed?

The Robie House was completed in 1910 and is considered one of Frank Lloyd Wright's masterpieces.

What makes the design of the Robie House significant?

The design of the Robie House is significant for its innovative use of space, its emphasis on horizontal
lines, and its pioneering approach to open floor plans, which influenced modern residential
architecture.



Where is the Robie House located?

The Robie House is located in the Hyde Park neighborhood of Chicago, Illinois.
Is the Robie House recognized as a historical site?

Yes, the Robie House is a designated National Historic Landmark and is also part of the UNESCO World
Heritage Site listing for Frank Lloyd Wright's work.
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