FRANKENSTEIN AND DR JEKYLL AND MR HYDE

FRANKENSTEIN AND DR.JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE ARE TWO OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT WORKS IN THE REALM OF GOTHIC LITERATURE,
BOTH EXPLORING THEMES OF DUALITY, MORALITY, AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF HUMAN AMBITION. W/RITTEN BY MARY SHELLEY
AND ROBERT Louls STEVENSON, RESPECTIVELY, THESE NOVELS DELVE INTO THE DARKER ASPECTS OF HUMAN NATURE AND THE
ETHICAL DILEMMAS ASSOCIATED WITH UNCHECKED SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION AND EXISTENTIAL IDENTITY CRISES.

ORIGINS AND HisTORICAL CONTEXT

BoTH FRANKENSTEIN AND DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE EMERGED FROM THE 19 TH CENTURY, A PERIOD MARKED BY RAPID SCIENTIFIC
ADVANCEMENT AND A BURGEONING INTEREST IN PSYCHOLOGY. THE ROMANTIC MOVEMENT, WHICH EMPHASIZED EMOTION AND
INDIVIDUALISM, ALSO PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN SHAPING THESE NARRATIVES.

MARY SHELLEY'S FRANKENSTEIN

- PuBLICATION: FIRST PUBLISHED IN 18 18, FRANKENSTEIN IS OFTEN REGARDED AS ONE OF THE EARLIEST WORKS OF SCIENCE
FICTION.

- INSPIRATION: THE NOVEL WAS CONCEIVED DURING A SUMMER SPENT IN SWITZERLAND WITH LORD BYRON AND OTHER LITERARY
FIGURES. SHELLEY WAS INSPIRED BY DISCUSSIONS AROUND GALVANISM AND THE POSSIBILITY OF REANIMATING THE DEAD.

- THEMES: THE BOOK EXPLORES:

- THE DANGERS OF AMBITION AND THE QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE.

- THE MONSTER'S STRUGGLE FOR ACCEPTANCE AND HUMANITY.

- THE CONSEQUENCES OF PLAYING GOD.

RoBerRT Louls STEVENSON’s DR. JekyLL AND MR. HYDE

- PusLicATION: RELEASED IN 1886, DRr. JEkYLL AND MR. HYDE EMERGED DURING THE VICTORIAN ERA, A TIME WHEN SOCIETAL
NORMS WERE RIGID, AND MORAL HYPOCRISY WAS RAMPANT.

- INSPIRATION: THE STORY WAS INSPIRED BY STEVENSON'S OWN DREAMS AND HIS FASCINATION WITH THE DUALITY OF HUMAN
NATURE.

- THeMES: KEY THEMES INCLUDE:

- THE DUALITY OF MAN AND THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL.

- THE NATURE OF IDENTITY AND SELF-PERCEPTION.

- THE IMPACT OF REPRESSION IN A HIGHLY MORALISTIC SOCIETY.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS

CHARACTERS IN BOTH NOVELS ILLUSTRATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN NATURE AND THE STRUGGLES BETWEEN SOCIETAL
EXPECTATIONS AND INDIVIDUAL DESIRES.

FRANKENSTEIN'S KEY CHARACTERS

1. VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN:

- RoLE: THE AMBITIOUS SCIENTIST WHO CREATES THE MONSTER.

- TRAITS: DRIVEN, OBSESSIVE, AND ULTIMATELY REGRETFUL. HIS RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE LEADS TO TRAGIC
CONSEQUENCES.



2. THe CREATURE:

- ROLE: FRANKENSTEIN'S CREATION, OFTEN SIMPLY REFERRED TO AS “THE MONSTER.”

- TRAITS: INITIALLY INNOCENT AND SEEKING COMPANIONSHIP, HE BECOMES VENGEFUL DUE TO SOCIETAL REJECTION.
- COMPLEXITY: REPRESENTS THE CONSEQUENCES OF ISOLATION AND THE YEARNING FOR ACCEPTANCE.

3. ELIZABETH LAVENZA:
- RoLE: VICTOR'S FIANC[?] E AND A REPRESENTATION OF INNOCENCE.
- TRAITS: KIND-HEARTED AND NURTURING, HER FATE UNDERSCORES THE COLLATERAL DAMAGE OF VICTOR’S AMBITION.

DR. JekyLL AND MR. HYDE's Key CHARACTERS

1. Dr. HENRY JEKYLL:
- ROLE: A RESPECTED SCIENTIST AND PHYSICIAN WHO CREATES A POTION TO SEPARATE HIS DUAL NATURE.
- TrAITS: CHARISMATIC YET CONFLICTED, EMBODYING THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN SOCIETAL RESPECTABILITY AND HIDDEN DESIRES.

2. Mr. EDWARD HYDE:
- ROLE: JEKYLL’S ALTER EGO, REPRESENTING HIS DARKER IMPULSES.
- TRAITS: VIOLENT, UNRESTRAINED, AND HEDONISTIC. HYDE EMBODIES THE CONSEQUENCES OF UNBRIDLED DESIRES.

3. Mr. UTTERSON:
- ROLE: JEKYLL'S LAWYER AND FRIEND, WHO INVESTIGATES THE MYSTERY SURROUNDING HYDE.
- TRAITS: RATIONAL AND MORALISTIC, HE REPRESENTS SOCIETY’S STRUGGLE TO UNDERSTAND DUALITY.

THEMATIC COMPARISONS

W/HILE FRANKENSTEIN AND DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE PRESENT DISTINCT NARRATIVES, THEY SHARE SEVERAL THEMATIC
CONCERNS.

DuALITY oF HUMAN NATURE

- BOTH NOVELS EXPLORE THE CONCEPT OF DUALITY WITHIN INDIVIDUALS.

- FRANKENSTEIN ILLUSTRATES THIS THROUGH THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VICTOR AND HIS CREATION, WHERE VICTOR EMBODIES
BOTH CREATOR AND DESTROYER.

- DR.JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE EXPLICITLY PRESENTS DUALITY THROUGHJEKYLLIS TRANSFORMATION INTO HYDE, SHOWCASING THE
COEXISTENCE OF GOOD AND EVIL WITHIN A SINGLE PERSON.

THe CONSEQUENCES OF AMBITION AND SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION

- FRANKENSTEIN SERVES AS A CAUTIONARY TALE ABOUT THE DANGERS OF SCIENTIFIC HUBRIS. VICTOR'S QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE
LEADS TO HIS DOWNFALL AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THOSE HE LOVES.

- DR.JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE REFLECTS CONCERNS ABOUT THE MORAL IMPLICATIONS OF SCIENTIFIC ADVANCEMENTS.JEKYLL’S
EXPERIMENTATION WITH HIS OWN IDENTITY RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT ETHICAL BOUNDARIES IN THE PURSUIT OF PERSONAL
FREEDOM.

THe ROLE OF SOCIETY AND ISOLATION

- IN FRANKENSTEIN, THE CREATURE'S ISOLATION LEADS TO HIS TRAGIC TRANSFORMATION INTO A MONSTER, HIGHLIGHTING THE
IMPORTANCE OF SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF ALIENATION.



- CONVERSELY/ DR.JEKYLL EXPERIENCES SOCIETAL PRESSURE THAT DRIVES HIM TO CREATE HYDE AS AN OUTLET FOR HIS
REPRESSED DESIRES, ILLUSTRATING THE CONFLICT BETWEEN INDIVIDUAL IMPULSES AND SOCIAL CONFORMITY.

LITERARY TECHNIQUES

BOTH AUTHORS EMPLOY VARIOUS LITERARY TECHNIQUES TO ENHANCE THEIR NARRATIVES AND ENGAGE THE READER.

FRANKENSTEIN'S TECHNIQUES

- EPISTOLARY STRUCTURE: THE NOVEL IS FRAMED THROUGH LETTERS, OFFERING MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES AND CREATING A SENSE
OF INTIMACY.

- GOTHIC ELEMENTS: SHELLEY USES DARK SETTINGS, STORMY WEATHER, AND AN ATMOSPHERE OF DREAD TO EVOKE A SENSE OF
HORROR.

- SYMBOLISM: THE CREATURE SYMBOLIZES THE FEAR OF THE UNKNOWN AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF MAN’S HUBRIS.

DR. JexYLL AND MR. HYDE's TECHNIQUES

- NARRATIVE STYLE: STEVENSON EMPLOYS A THIRD-PERSON PERSPECTIVE WITH A FOCUS ON UTTERSON TO CREATE SUSPENSE
AND MYSTERY.

- IMAGERY: VIVID DESCRIPTIONS OF LONDON’S FOG AND DARKNESS REFLECT THE MORAL AMBIGUITY OF THE CHARACTERS.

- FORESHADOWING: THE GRADUAL REVELATION OF HYDE'S CHARACTER BUILDS TENSION AND ANTICIPATION THROUGHOUT THE
NOVELLA.

IMPACT AND LEGACY

BoTH FRANKENSTEIN AND DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE HAVE LEFT AN INDELIBLE MARK ON LITERATURE AND POPULAR CULTURE.

- INFLUENCE ON HORROR AND SCIENCE FICTION: THESE WORKS HAVE PAVED THE WAY FOR COUNTLESS ADAPTATIONS,
REIMAGININGS, AND DISCUSSIONS ABOUT IDENTITY, MORALITY, AND THE HUMAN CONDITION.

- CULTURAL REFERENCES: PHRASES AND CONCEPTS FROM BOTH WORKS HAVE ENTERED POPULAR VERNACULAR, SUCH AS
“FRANKENSTEIN COMPLEX" AND ”JEkYLL AND HYDE PERSONALITY.”

- CONTINUED RELEVANCE: THE THEMES OF AMBITION, DUALITY, AND MORAL CONFLICT RESONATE WITH CONTEMPORARY ISSUES
IN SCIENCE, ETHICS, AND PSYCHOLOGY.

CoNCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, FRANKENSTEIN AND DR.JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE DELVE DEEP INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN EXISTENCE,
EXPLORING THE INTERSECTION OF AMBITION, IDENTITY, AND MORALITY. THROUGH THEIR UNFORGETTABLE CHARACTERS AND RICH
THEMATIC CONTENT, BOTH NOVELS INVITE READERS TO REFLECT ON THE DARKER ASPECTS OF HUMANITY, MAKING THEM TIMELESS
CLASSICS THAT CONTINUE TO PROVOKE THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION. THEIR ENDURING LEGACY SERVES AS A REMINDER OF THE FINE
LINE BETWEEN CREATION AND DESTRUCTION, AND THE ETERNAL STRUGGLE WITHIN US ALL.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS



\WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY THEMES EXPLORED IN BOTH ‘FRANKENSTEIN’ AND ‘DR. JEKYLL
AND MR. HYDEe'?

BOTH WORKS EXPLORE THEMES OF DUALITY, THE NATURE OF HUMANITY, AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF UNCHECKED AMBITION AND
SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION.

How Do THE PROTAGONISTS IN ‘FRANKENSTEIN' AND ‘DR. JEkYLL AND MR. HYDE’
REFLECT THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL?

VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN EMBODIES THE DANGERS OF AMBITION AND THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE, WHILE DR.JEKYLL REPRESENTS
THE INTERNAL CONFLICT OF GOOD AND EVIL WITHIN A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL, ULTIMATELY LEADING TO HIS DOWNFALL.

IN WHAT WAYS DO BOTH STORIES COMMENT ON THE ROLE OF SOCIETY IN SHAPING
INDIVIDUAL IDENTITY?

BoTH 'FRANKENSTEIN' AND ‘DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE HIGHLIGHT HOW SOCIETAL NORMS AND EXPECTATIONS CAN LEAD
INDIVIDUALS TO SUPPRESS THEIR TRUE SELVES, ULTIMATELY RESULTING IN TRAGIC CONSEQUENCES.

\WHAT ROLE DOES ISOLATION PLAY IN ‘FRANKENSTEIN' AND ‘DR. JexyLL AND Mr. HYDE'?

ISOLATION IS A CRITICAL ELEMENT IN BOTH NARRATIVES; FRANKENSTEIN'S MONSTER IS SHUNNED BY SOCIETY, LEADING TO HIS
RAGE, WHILE JEKYLL'S EXPERIMENTS ISOLATE HIM FROM HIS FRIENDS AND MORAL COMPASS, RESULTING IN HIS TRANSFORMATION
INTO HYDE.

How ARE THE SCIENTIFIC ADVANCEMENTS OF THE TIME REFLECTED IN 'FRANKENSTEIN' AND
‘Dr. JexyLL AND MR. HYDE'?

BOTH NOVELS REFLECT THE ANXIETIES SURROUNDING SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTATION AND ETHICAL BOUNDARIES DURING THE
VICTORIAN ERA, QUESTIONING THE MORALITY OF PUSHING BEYOND NATURAL LIMITS.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SETTINGS IN 'FRANKENSTEIN' AND ‘DR. JEKYLL AND
Mg. Hyoe'?

THE SETTINGS ENHANCE THE THEMES OF THE STORIES; THE DESOLATE LANDSCAPES OF ‘FRANKENSTEIN' EMPHASIZE ISOLATION AND
DESPAIR, WHILE THE FOGGY, DARK STREETS OF VICTORIAN LONDON IN ‘DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE' SYMBOLIZE THE HIDDEN
DUALITIES OF HUMAN NATURE.

How Do ‘FRANKENSTEIN' AND ‘DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE’ ADDRESS THE CONCEPT OF
THE 'MONSTROUS'?

BOTH TEXTS CHALLENGE THE NOTION OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE MONSTROUS; IN IFRANKENSTEINI, THE CREATURE IS JUDGED BY
HIS APPEARANCE DESPITE HIS CAPACITY FOR EMPATHY, WHILE IN /DR.JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE/, THE TRUE MONSTROSITY LIES
\X/ITHINJEKYLLIS OWN ACTIONS AND HIS ALTER EGO, HyDE.
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