french revolution storming of the
bastille

french revolution storming of the bastille marked a pivotal moment in history,
symbolizing the uprising of the people against tyranny and the beginning of a new era in
France. On July 14, 1789, the storming of the Bastille prison became a powerful emblem of
the French Revolution, igniting a wave of revolutionary fervor that swept across the nation
and beyond. This article delves into the significance of the Bastille, the events leading up to
its storming, the impact of this action, and its legacy in modern society. By examining the
causes, the key players involved, and the aftermath, we will gain a comprehensive
understanding of this monumental event in French history.
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Introduction to the Bastille

The Bastille, originally built as a fortress in the 14th century, became a state prison used by
the kings of France. By the late 17th century, it had gained infamy as a symbol of the
oppression of the monarchy, housing political prisoners and those arrested for speaking
against the king. The prison's imposing structure and its role in the repression of dissent
made it a target for revolutionaries seeking to challenge the authority of King Louis XVI and
the existing regime. The storming of the Bastille on July 14, 1789, was not merely an
assault on a physical structure but a declaration of the people's demand for liberty,
equality, and fraternity.

Historical Context of the French Revolution

Understanding the storming of the Bastille requires a look into the broader historical
context of the French Revolution. France in the late 18th century was marked by economic



hardship, social inequality, and political discontent. The Enlightenment had introduced
ideas about democracy, individual rights, and the questioning of traditional authority, which
resonated with the increasingly frustrated populace.

The financial crisis of the French monarchy was exacerbated by costly wars and
extravagant spending, leading to widespread poverty and hunger among the peasantry and
urban poor. This discontent was further inflamed by the Estates-General's convening in May
1789, where representatives of the Third Estate—common citizens—sought greater
representation and reforms. Their grievances reflected a growing awareness of social
injustice and a desire for change.

The Events Leading to the Storming

In the weeks leading up to July 14, 1789, tensions in Paris escalated. The king's decision to
reinforce troops around the capital alarmed the citizens, who feared a crackdown on their
burgeoning revolutionary activities. Rumors of an impending military action against the
people fueled anxiety and anger.

The citizens began to organize, forming revolutionary groups and gathering weapons to
defend themselves. The search for arms led them to the Ho6tel des Invalides, where a
significant cache of weapons was stored. However, the most symbolic act of rebellion would
soon take place at the Bastille.

The Role of Key Figures

Key figures played significant roles in the events leading up to the storming. Leaders such
as Georges Danton and Camille Desmoulins emerged as voices of the revolution, rallying
the citizens and inciting them to action. Their speeches and writings inspired many to join
the cause, emphasizing the need to confront the monarchy's tyranny.

The Storming of the Bastille

On the morning of July 14, 1789, a large crowd gathered in front of the Bastille, demanding
the surrender of the fortress and the release of its prisoners. The atmosphere was charged
with tension as the citizens, armed with makeshift weapons, faced the soldiers guarding the
prison. The governor of the Bastille, Bernard-René de Launay, initially refused to yield,
leading to a violent confrontation.

The storming escalated as the crowd surged forward, breaching the gates of the Bastille.
After hours of fighting, the revolutionaries succeeded in capturing the fortress. The fall of
the Bastille resulted in the deaths of several soldiers and revolutionaries, but it also marked
a significant victory for the people.

Significance of the Storming

The storming of the Bastille was a turning point in the French Revolution. It symbolized the
end of the king's absolute power and the beginning of a movement toward democracy and



citizen rights. The event galvanized the revolutionary spirit across France, leading to the
establishment of the National Assembly and the eventual overthrow of the monarchy.

Immediate Aftermath of the Storming

The immediate aftermath of the storming was chaotic yet transformative. The capture of
the Bastille became a rallying point for revolutionaries. News of the event spread rapidly,
inspiring uprisings in other cities and towns throughout France. The people celebrated their
victory, viewing the storming as a triumph against oppression.

In the days following the assault, the French National Assembly took decisive actions to
dismantle the old regime. The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen was
adopted in August 1789, laying the groundwork for a new political order based on liberty
and equality. The storming of the Bastille thus set in motion a series of events that would
reshape France and inspire other nations.

The Legacy of the Storming of the Bastille

The legacy of the storming of the Bastille extends beyond its immediate consequences. It
has become a powerful symbol of resistance against tyranny and the struggle for human
rights. July 14 is celebrated annually in France as Bastille Day, a national holiday that
commemorates the fight for freedom and the values of the Revolution.

The event also serves as a reminder of the importance of civic engagement and the impact
that collective action can have in shaping society. The principles established during the
French Revolution continue to resonate, influencing democratic movements and discussions
about human rights worldwide.

Conclusion

The french revolution storming of the bastille represents a critical moment in the history of
France and the world. It encapsulated the fight against oppression and the pursuit of liberty
and equality. The repercussions of this event reverberated through the years, inspiring
revolutions and movements for justice globally. Understanding the storming of the Bastille
allows us to appreciate the struggles for rights and freedoms that continue to this day.

FAQs

Q: What was the Bastille used for before the storming?

A: The Bastille was originally built as a fortress and later became a state prison used by the
kings of France to detain political prisoners and those who opposed the monarchy.



Q: Why did the people storm the Bastille?

A: The people stormed the Bastille primarily to seize weapons and to protest against the
oppressive rule of King Louis XVI, as well as to demand the release of political prisoners.

Q: What were the consequences of the storming of the
Bastille?

A: The storming of the Bastille led to the fall of the monarchy, the establishment of the
French Republic, and the adoption of the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the
Citizen, initiating significant social and political changes in France.

Q: How is Bastille Day celebrated in France today?

A: Bastille Day is celebrated on July 14 each year with various festivities, including
fireworks, parades, concerts, and public celebrations, commemorating the revolutionary
spirit and the fight for freedom.

Q: Who were the key figures involved in the storming of
the Bastille?

A: Key figures included Georges Danton and Camille Desmoulins, who were influential in
rallying the citizens and inciting them to take action against the monarchy.

Q: What does the storming of the Bastille symbolize?

A: The storming of the Bastille symbolizes the triumph of the people over tyranny and the
beginning of the fight for democracy and human rights.

Q: How did the storming of the Bastille affect the
international community?

A: The storming of the Bastille inspired revolutionary movements around the world, as it
demonstrated the power of the people to challenge oppressive regimes and seek
democratic reforms.

Q: What was the public reaction to the storming of the
Bastille?

A: The public reaction was overwhelmingly positive, as the storming was seen as a victory
for the revolutionary cause, leading to celebrations and increased support for the revolution
across France.



Q: What role did the Enlightenment play in the events
leading to the storming of the Bastille?

A: The Enlightenment played a crucial role by promoting ideas of democracy, individual
rights, and the questioning of authority, which inspired the citizens to seek reform and
ultimately led to the storming of the Bastille.
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