
fresno state occupational therapy program

fresno state occupational therapy program is a comprehensive academic offering designed to equip students
with the necessary skills and knowledge to excel in the field of occupational therapy. This program is crucial
for individuals seeking to help others improve their ability to perform daily activities, thus enhancing their
quality of life. As we delve deeper into this article, we will explore the structure of the program, its
admission requirements, curriculum details, and career opportunities available post-graduation. Additionally,
we will provide insights into the program's strengths, faculty expertise, and resources available to students.
This comprehensive overview will serve as a valuable resource for prospective students and anyone interested
in the field of occupational therapy.
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Overview of the Fresno State Occupational Therapy Program

The Fresno State Occupational Therapy Program is a master's level program that prepares students to
become licensed occupational therapists. With a strong emphasis on both theoretical knowledge and practical
experience, the program aims to develop competent and compassionate professionals. The curriculum is designed
to provide students with a deep understanding of human occupation, health promotion, and rehabilitation
strategies.

Fresno State is known for its diverse student body and commitment to community service, which enhances the
learning experience for occupational therapy students. The program is accredited by the Accreditation Council
for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE), ensuring that it meets the rigorous standards required for
professional training in the field.

Admission Requirements

Gaining admission into the Fresno State Occupational Therapy Program requires meeting several key criteria
designed to assess the readiness and potential of applicants. Prospective students must complete a bachelor's
degree from an accredited institution, preferably in a related field such as health sciences, psychology, or
social work.



Prerequisites

In addition to a bachelor’s degree, applicants must complete specific prerequisite courses that include:

Human Anatomy

Human Physiology

Psychology (Introduction and Developmental Psychology)

Statistics

Introduction to Occupational Therapy

Application Process

The application process typically involves submitting the following:

Completed application form

Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

Letters of recommendation (usually two or three)

Personal statement outlining motivation for pursuing occupational therapy

Resume or CV highlighting relevant experience

It is important for applicants to check the specific application deadlines and any additional requirements that
may apply each admission cycle.

Curriculum Details

The curriculum of the Fresno State Occupational Therapy Program is structured to provide a blend of
academic knowledge and hands-on training. The program typically spans over two years, culminating in a
Master of Science in Occupational Therapy (MSOT).

Core Courses

Students will engage in core courses covering various aspects of occupational therapy, including:

Foundations of Occupational Therapy



Neuroscience and Occupational Performance

Therapeutic Interventions and Techniques

Assistive Technology

Research Methods in Occupational Therapy

Electives and Specializations

In addition to core courses, students may have the opportunity to select electives that allow them to
specialize in areas of interest, such as:

Pediatrics

Geriatrics

Mental Health

Community Practice

Fieldwork and Practical Experience

Fieldwork is a critical component of the Fresno State Occupational Therapy Program. Students are required
to complete multiple fieldwork placements that allow them to apply theoretical knowledge in real-world
settings. These placements take place in various environments, including hospitals, rehabilitation centers,
schools, and community organizations.

Level I and Level II Fieldwork

The fieldwork experience is divided into two levels:

Level I Fieldwork: This is integrated throughout the curriculum and provides students with early
exposure to clinical practice.

Level II Fieldwork: This is a full-time, immersive experience that occurs towards the end of the program,
allowing students to refine their skills and gain confidence in their practice.

Career Opportunities

Graduates of the Fresno State Occupational Therapy Program are well-prepared to enter various sectors



within the occupational therapy field. The demand for occupational therapists continues to grow, fueled by an
aging population and an increased focus on rehabilitation and mental health services.

Potential Career Paths

Career opportunities for graduates include positions in:

Hospitals and rehabilitation facilities

Schools and educational institutions

Home health care agencies

Community health organizations

Private practice

With a master’s degree in occupational therapy, graduates can also pursue advanced certifications and
specialize further, enhancing their career prospects.

Program Strengths and Resources

The Fresno State Occupational Therapy Program is renowned for its supportive learning environment and
access to resources that enhance the student experience. The faculty comprises experienced practitioners and
researchers who are dedicated to student success.

Support and Resources

Students have access to various resources, including:

State-of-the-art laboratories and simulation facilities

Library resources with extensive collections on occupational therapy

Career counseling and job placement assistance

Opportunities for involvement in research projects

The program also emphasizes community engagement, encouraging students to participate in outreach and
service-learning opportunities, which enrich their educational experience and professional development.



Conclusion

The Fresno State Occupational Therapy Program stands out as a robust educational pathway for those
aspiring to enter the field of occupational therapy. With its comprehensive curriculum, hands-on fieldwork
experiences, and a strong support system, students are well-equipped to make a significant impact in the lives of
those they serve. As the demand for occupational therapists continues to rise, those who graduate from this
exemplary program will find themselves poised for successful and fulfilling careers.

Q: What is the duration of the Fresno State Occupational Therapy
Program?

A: The program typically spans two years, culminating in a Master of Science in Occupational Therapy
(MSOT).

Q: What are the prerequisites for admission?

A: Applicants must have a bachelor’s degree and complete specific prerequisite courses, including human
anatomy, human physiology, psychology, statistics, and an introduction to occupational therapy.

Q: Is the Fresno State Occupational Therapy Program accredited?

A: Yes, the program is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE),
ensuring it meets professional standards.

Q: What types of fieldwork experiences are included in the program?

A: The program includes Level I and Level II fieldwork experiences, where students gain practical hands-on
training in various clinical settings.

Q: What career opportunities are available for graduates?

A: Graduates can work in hospitals, rehabilitation centers, schools, community health organizations, and
private practice, among other settings.

Q: Are there options for specialization within the program?

A: Yes, students can choose electives that allow for specialization in areas such as pediatrics, geriatrics,
mental health, and community practice.

Q: What resources are available to students in the program?

A: Students have access to state-of-the-art laboratories, extensive library resources, career counseling, and
opportunities for research involvement.



Q: How does the program emphasize community engagement?

A: The program encourages students to participate in outreach and service-learning opportunities, allowing
them to apply their knowledge and skills in real-world community settings.

Q: What is the importance of the personal statement in the application
process?

A: The personal statement allows applicants to express their motivation for pursuing occupational therapy
and highlight any relevant experiences that contributed to their decision.

Q: Can students pursue advanced certifications after graduation?

A: Yes, graduates can pursue advanced certifications and specializations to enhance their career prospects in
the field of occupational therapy.
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