gcu apa style guide

GCU APA Style Guide is an essential resource for students and researchers at Grand Canyon
University who are required to write academic papers adhering to the American Psychological
Association (APA) formatting and citation guidelines. The GCU APA Style Guide not only provides
detailed instructions on how to format papers but also offers valuable insights on citing sources
correctly and avoiding common pitfalls in academic writing. Understanding and applying these
guidelines is crucial for achieving academic success and ensuring that your work meets the
standards expected by instructors and the academic community.

Understanding APA Style

APA Style is a widely accepted format for writing and formatting academic papers in the social
sciences, including psychology, education, and other related fields. The style emphasizes the
importance of clarity, precision, and conciseness in writing. It also provides a structured approach to
citing sources, which is pivotal for maintaining academic integrity.

Key Components of APA Style

When adhering to APA Style, several key components should be considered:
 Title Page: This page includes the title of the paper, the author's name, and the institutional
affiliation. In GCU's case, this typically includes the Grand Canyon University name.

e Abstract: A brief summary of the research or paper, usually no more than 250 words. This
section gives readers a quick overview of the content and findings.

e Main Body: The core of the paper, where the introduction, methods, results, and discussion
sections are included.

* References: A comprehensive list of all sources cited in the paper, formatted according to
APA guidelines.

Formatting Your Paper

Proper formatting is crucial in APA Style. Here are the essential formatting guidelines required by
the GCU APA Style Guide:



General Formatting Guidelines

1. Font: Use a standard, readable font such as 12-point Times New Roman or 11-point Arial.

2. Margins: Set 1-inch margins on all sides of the paper.

3. Line Spacing: Use double-spacing throughout the entire document, including the reference page.
4. Paragraph Indentation: Indent the first line of each paragraph by 0.5 inches.

5. Page Numbers: Include page numbers in the upper right corner of each page, starting from the
title page.

Title Page Format

The title page is the first impression of your paper. According to the GCU APA Style Guide, the title
page should include:

- The title of the paper, centered and bolded.

- Your name, centered and below the title.

- Your institutional affiliation, centered under your name.

- A course number and name (if applicable), centered below the institutional affiliation.
- The instructor’s name, centered below the course information.

- The due date, centered at the bottom of the page.

Citing Sources in APA Style

Citing sources correctly is fundamental to academic writing. The GCU APA Style Guide breaks down
the citation process into in-text citations and a reference list.

In-Text Citations

In-text citations are used to give credit to authors whose work you reference in your paper. The GCU
APA Style Guide specifies the following formats:

- For direct quotes: Include the author’s last name, year of publication, and page number. Example:

(Smith, 2020, p. 15).
- For paraphrasing: Include the author’s last name and year of publication. Example: (Smith, 2020).

Reference List

The reference list is a comprehensive list of all sources cited in your paper. According to the GCU
APA Style Guide, follow these key points:

- The title "References" should be centered at the top of the page.
- Entries should be listed in alphabetical order by the last name of the first author.



- Use a hanging indent format for each reference, meaning the first line is flush left, and subsequent
lines are indented by 0.5 inches.

Common Types of Sources and Their Formats

Below are common sources you may cite, along with their corresponding formats as indicated by the
GCU APA Style Guide:

Books

Format:
- Last, F. M. (Year Published). Book Title. Publisher.

Example:
- Smith, J. A. (2020). Understanding Psychology. Psychology Press.

Journal Articles

Format:
- Last, F. M. (Year Published). Title of article. Title of Journal, Volume(Issue), Page range.
https://doi.org/xx.xxx/yyyy

Example:

- Doe, J. (2021). The effects of sleep on learning. Journal of Educational Psychology, 113(4), 567-578.
https://doi.org/10.1234/jeps.5678

Websites

Format:
- Author, A. A. (Year, Month Date). Title of web page. Website name. URL

Example:

- Johnson, R. (2022, March 5). The impact of social media on youth. Youth Studies Journal.
http://www.youthstudiesjournal.com/socialmedia

Avoiding Common Pitfalls

Even seasoned writers can make mistakes when it comes to APA Style. Here are some common
pitfalls to avoid, as highlighted in the GCU APA Style Guide:



Plagiarism: Always give credit to original authors to avoid academic misconduct.

Incorrect Formatting: Double-check your formatting against the GCU APA Style Guide to
ensure compliance.

Inconsistent Citations: Make sure that all in-text citations match the corresponding
reference list entries.

Neglecting the Abstract: If required, do not overlook the importance of providing a concise
and informative abstract.

Conclusion

Navigating the GCU APA Style Guide may seem daunting at first, but with practice and attention to
detail, it becomes a straightforward process. Understanding the principles of APA Style is crucial for
producing high-quality academic work. By following the formatting guidelines, correctly citing
sources, and avoiding common mistakes, students can enhance their writing and maintain academic
integrity. As you embark on your academic journey at Grand Canyon University, the GCU APA Style
Guide will serve as an invaluable tool to help you succeed in your writing endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the GCU APA Style Guide?

The GCU APA Style Guide is a set of formatting and citation guidelines developed by Grand Canyon
University to help students and faculty properly cite sources and format their academic papers in
accordance with the American Psychological Association (APA) standards.

Where can I access the GCU APA Style Guide?

The GCU APA Style Guide can be accessed through the Grand Canyon University library website or
directly from the university's online resources for students.

What are the key elements of an APA citation according to the
GCU guide?

Key elements of an APA citation include the author's last name, first initial, publication year, title of
the work, publisher, and for articles, the DOI or URL.

How should I format the title page in APA style at GCU?

The title page in APA style at GCU should include the title of the paper, the author's name, the
institutional affiliation, course number and name, instructor's name, and the due date, all centered



and double-spaced.

Is there a specific font required for APA formatting at GCU?

Yes, GCU recommends using 12-point Times New Roman font, which is standard for APA formatting.

How do I cite a book in APA format using the GCU guide?

To cite a book in APA format at GCU, use the following format: Author's Last Name, First Initial.
(Year of Publication). Title of the book (in italics). Publisher.

What is the correct way to format in-text citations according
to GCU APA guidelines?

In-text citations in GCU APA style should include the author's last name and the year of publication,
formatted as (Author, Year). For direct quotes, include the page number as well, like this: (Author,
Year, p. Page Number).

Are there guidelines for citing online sources in the GCU APA
Style Guide?

Yes, when citing online sources, the GCU APA Style Guide instructs you to include the author,
publication date, title of the web page, and the URL, formatted as follows: Author's Last Name, First
Initial. (Year, Month Day). Title of the webpage. Website Name. URL.

What should I include in the reference list according to GCU
APA style?

The reference list should include all sources cited in the paper, formatted with a hanging indent and
listed in alphabetical order by the author's last name.

Does GCU provide resources for writing and citing in APA
style?

Yes, GCU provides various resources including writing workshops, online tutorials, and access to
reference management tools to assist students in writing and citing in APA style.
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