ge dryer start switch wiring diagram

GE dryer start switch wiring diagram is an essential topic for anyone looking to
troubleshoot or repair their GE dryer. The start switch is a crucial component that
initiates the drying cycle, and understanding its wiring diagram can significantly simplify
repairs and maintenance. This article will delve into the importance of the start switch,
provide a detailed wiring diagram, and guide you through the troubleshooting process.

Understanding the Start Switch

The start switch in a GE dryer serves as the control mechanism that starts the drying
process. It is typically located on the control panel and is activated when the user presses
it. The switch completes the circuit, allowing electricity to flow to the motor and heating
element. If the switch is faulty or the wiring is damaged, the dryer may not start at all.

Components of the Start Switch Circuit

To understand the wiring diagram, it's important to familiarize yourself with the
components involved in the start switch circuit:

1. Start Switch: The push-button switch that initiates the drying cycle.

2. Motor: The component that drives the drum and operates the blower.

3. Thermal Fuse: A safety device that cuts off power if the dryer overheats.
4. Timer: Controls the duration of the drying cycle.

5. Power Supply: Provides the necessary voltage to the dryer components.

Wiring Diagram Overview

A wiring diagram provides a visual representation of the electrical connections within the
dryer. Here is a simplified overview of the wiring diagram for the GE dryer start switch:

- Power Source: The power cord connects to the dryer’s internal wiring.
- Control Panel: Houses the start switch and timer.

- Wiring Connections:

- Power leads to the start switch.

- Wires from the start switch to the motor.

- Connections to the thermal fuse and timer.

Sample Wiring Diagram

While specific wiring diagrams may vary by model, a typical diagram for a GE dryer start



switch might look like this:

- Power Supply:
- Black wire (L.1) connects to the start switch.
- White wire (Neutral) connects directly to the motor.

- Start Switch:
- One terminal connects to the power supply (Black wire).
- The other terminal connects to the motor and the timer.

- Motor:
- The motor receives power from the start switch and returns to the neutral wire (White).

- Thermal Fuse:
- Positioned in series with the motor, ensuring that if it fails, the motor will not operate.

When examining the diagram, remember that color codes may differ based on the model
and year of the dryer. Always refer to the specific manual for your model when working on
repairs.

Steps to Access the Start Switch

Before you can examine the wiring or replace the start switch, you'll need to access it.
Follow these steps:

1. Unplug the Dryer: Safety first! Disconnect the power supply to prevent electric shock.
2. Remove the Control Panel:

- Locate the screws that secure the control panel.

- Use a screwdriver to remove the screws and gently lift the panel.

3. Locate the Start Switch: The start switch is usually mounted on the back of the control
panel.

4. Inspect the Wiring: Check for any loose connections, frayed wires, or signs of damage.

Troubleshooting the Start Switch

If your GE dryer won't start, the start switch is one of the first components to check.
Here’s how to troubleshoot:

Tools Needed

- Multimeter

- Screwdriver

- Wire cutter/stripper
- Electrical tape



Steps for Troubleshooting

1. Check for Power:

- Use a multimeter to test if power is reaching the start switch. Set it to AC voltage and
probe the terminals.

- If there is no power, check the power cord and circuit breaker.

2. Test the Start Switch:

- Disconnect the wiring from the start switch.

- Set the multimeter to the continuity setting and connect the probes to the terminals of
the start switch.

- Press the switch; if it does not show continuity when pressed, it’s likely faulty and needs
replacement.

3. Inspect the Wires:
- Look for any signs of wear, fraying, or loose connections.
- Ensure that all connections are secure and clean.

4. Check the Thermal Fuse:
- If the fuse is blown, it can prevent the dryer from starting. Test it with a multimeter for
continuity. If it’s faulty, replace it.

5. Examine the Timer:
- The timer can also affect the start switch operation. If the timer is malfunctioning, it may
need to be replaced.

Replacing the Start Switch

If you've determined that the start switch is defective, replacing it is relatively
straightforward. Here’s how to do it:

Necessary Tools and Materials

- Replacement start switch
- Screwdriver

- Multimeter

- Wire cutter/stripper

- Electrical tape

Steps to Replace the Start Switch

1. Purchase a Replacement: Ensure you buy a start switch that matches your dryer model.
2. Remove the Old Switch:
- Disconnect the wires from the old switch, noting their positions for reinstallation.



- Remove any screws or clips holding the switch in place.

3. Install the New Switch:

- Position the new switch in place and secure it with screws.

- Reconnect the wires according to the original configuration.

4. Reassemble the Control Panel:

- Carefully replace the control panel and secure it with screws.

5. Test the Dryer: Plug in the dryer and test the start switch to ensure it operates
correctly.

Conclusion

Understanding the GE dryer start switch wiring diagram is crucial for anyone attempting
to repair their dryer. By familiarizing yourself with the components and following the
troubleshooting steps, you can effectively diagnose and fix issues related to the start
switch. Remember to always prioritize safety by unplugging the dryer before performing
any repairs. Should you encounter further issues, don’t hesitate to consult a professional
technician to avoid potential hazards. Maintaining your dryer not only extends its life but
also ensures it operates efficiently, saving you time and energy in the long run.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a GE dryer start switch wiring diagram?

A GE dryer start switch wiring diagram is a schematic representation that shows how the
start switch is connected within the dryer’s electrical system, illustrating the wiring paths
and connections to other components.

How do I identify the start switch on my GE dryer?

The start switch is typically located on the control panel of the dryer. It may be a push
button or toggle switch, often labeled with 'Start' or a similar term.

What tools do I need to access the wiring diagram for
my GE dryer?

You will need a screwdriver to remove the control panel, a multimeter to test electrical
continuity, and possibly a flashlight to see the diagrams clearly.

Can I find the wiring diagram for my GE dryer online?

Yes, many manufacturers, including GE, provide wiring diagrams in the user manual or on
their websites. You can also find diagrams on appliance repair forums and websites.



What should I do if the start switch is not working?

If the start switch is not working, first check the wiring connections for any loose or
damaged wires. If the wiring appears intact, the switch may need to be tested or replaced.

Is it safe to replace the start switch myself?

If you have experience with electrical repairs and take proper safety precautions, it can be
safe to replace the start switch yourself. However, if you are unsure, it is advisable to
consult a professional.

What are common symptoms of a faulty start switch in a
GE dryer?

Common symptoms include the dryer not starting, a buzzing sound when the start button
is pressed, or intermittent starting issues.

Where can I find replacement parts for my GE dryer
start switch?

Replacement parts for GE dryer start switches can be found at authorized GE appliance
service centers, major home improvement stores, or online retailers like Amazon and
eBay.

How can I test if the start switch is functioning
properly?

You can test the start switch using a multimeter set to the continuity setting. Disconnect
the power, remove the switch from the circuit, and check for continuity when the switch is
pressed.
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