
george mason university ms computer
science tuition fees
george mason university ms computer science tuition fees are a crucial aspect for
prospective students considering a master's degree in computer science at this esteemed
institution. Understanding the financial commitment involved can significantly impact
decision-making for students who are planning to further their education in this dynamic
field. This article will delve into the tuition fees associated with the MS in Computer
Science at George Mason University, explore additional costs, discuss financial aid
options, and provide insights into the overall value of the program. By the end, readers
will have a comprehensive understanding of what to expect financially when pursuing
their degree at George Mason University.
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Overview of George Mason University
George Mason University (GMU) is a prominent public research institution located in
Fairfax, Virginia. Established in 1972, it has grown into one of the largest universities in
the state, renowned for its commitment to innovation, diversity, and academic excellence.
The university offers a wide range of undergraduate and graduate programs, with its
Computer Science department being especially notable for its research initiatives and
industry partnerships.

GMU's MS in Computer Science program is designed to equip students with advanced
knowledge and skills in various areas of computer science, including software
engineering, data analytics, and cybersecurity. With a focus on both theoretical
foundations and practical applications, the program prepares graduates for successful
careers in a rapidly evolving technological landscape.



Tuition Fees for MS in Computer Science
The tuition fees for the MS in Computer Science at George Mason University vary
depending on the student's residency status. Understanding these fees is essential for
budgeting and financial planning. As of the latest academic year, the tuition structure is as
follows:

In-State Tuition Fees
For Virginia residents, the tuition fees for the MS in Computer Science are generally lower
compared to out-of-state students. The estimated cost is approximately:

$16,000 per academic year for full-time students.

Per credit hour, the cost is around $1,000.

Out-of-State Tuition Fees
For students who are not residents of Virginia, the tuition fees are significantly higher.
The estimated cost includes:

$35,000 per academic year for full-time students.

Per credit hour, the cost is approximately $1,600.

It is important to note that tuition fees are subject to change, and students should verify
the current rates with the university's financial office before making any decisions.

Additional Costs Associated with the Program
Beyond tuition fees, prospective students should also consider additional costs that may
arise during their study at George Mason University. These costs can include:

Books and Supplies: Estimated at $1,000 per academic year.

Student Fees: Various fees that can add up to approximately $1,500 per year.

Living Expenses: Depending on lifestyle and accommodation choices, living
expenses can range from $15,000 to $25,000 annually.

Health Insurance: Mandatory health insurance may cost around $2,000 per year.



Considering these additional expenses is crucial for ensuring a comprehensive financial
plan while pursuing the MS in Computer Science.

Financial Aid and Scholarships
George Mason University offers several financial aid options and scholarships to help
alleviate the financial burden on students. Applicants are encouraged to explore the
following avenues:

Federal Financial Aid
Students can apply for federal financial aid by completing the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA). This may provide access to loans, grants, and work-study
opportunities.

Graduate Assistantships
Graduate assistantships are available within the Computer Science department. These
positions often provide a stipend and reduce tuition costs in exchange for work related to
teaching or research. Students are encouraged to inquire about these opportunities during
the application process.

Scholarships
George Mason University offers a range of scholarships for graduate students. Prospective
students should explore both university-wide scholarships and program-specific awards.
Some scholarships may be based on merit, while others could consider financial need.

Value of the MS in Computer Science at George
Mason University
Investing in an MS in Computer Science at George Mason University can yield substantial
returns regarding career opportunities and earning potential. Graduates of the program
are well-prepared to enter a competitive job market and often find employment in high-
demand fields such as software development, data science, and information security.

The program's strong emphasis on practical skills, combined with access to experienced
faculty and industry connections, enhances the overall value of the degree. Furthermore,
GMU's location in Northern Virginia, a hub for technology and government contracting,
provides students with unique networking opportunities and access to internships.



Conclusion
Understanding the tuition fees and associated costs for the MS in Computer Science at
George Mason University is essential for prospective students. With a range of financial
aid options and scholarships available, students can find ways to manage their financial
commitments effectively. The program not only offers a robust education in computer
science but also positions graduates for success in a thriving job market. By considering
the financial aspects and the potential return on investment, students can make informed
decisions about their educational journey at GMU.

Q: What are the current tuition fees for the MS in
Computer Science at George Mason University?
A: The current tuition fees for the MS in Computer Science are approximately $16,000 per
academic year for in-state students and $35,000 for out-of-state students.

Q: Are there additional costs I should consider beyond
tuition?
A: Yes, additional costs include books, supplies, student fees, living expenses, and health
insurance, which can significantly affect your budget.

Q: How can I apply for financial aid at George Mason
University?
A: Students can apply for federal financial aid by completing the FAFSA. Additionally, they
should explore graduate assistantships and scholarships offered by the university.

Q: What types of graduate assistantships are available
for MS in Computer Science students?
A: Graduate assistantships may include positions related to teaching, research, or
administrative support within the Computer Science department, often providing a stipend
and reduced tuition.

Q: What is the potential job outlook for graduates of the
MS in Computer Science program?
A: Graduates of the program are well-prepared for careers in high-demand fields such as
software development, data science, and cybersecurity, with strong earning potential.



Q: Can I complete the MS in Computer Science program
online?
A: Yes, George Mason University offers online options for the MS in Computer Science,
providing flexibility for working professionals.

Q: Are there scholarships specifically for the MS in
Computer Science program?
A: Yes, George Mason University offers various scholarships for graduate students,
including some that are specific to the Computer Science program, based on merit or
financial need.

Q: How do tuition fees compare to other universities
offering similar programs?
A: Tuition fees at George Mason University are generally competitive when compared to
other universities offering similar MS in Computer Science programs, especially
considering the quality of education and resources available.

Q: What is the average time to complete the MS in
Computer Science program?
A: The average time to complete the MS in Computer Science program at GMU is typically
two years for full-time students, but it can vary based on individual circumstances and
course load.
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