
george the animal steele interview
george the animal steele interview is a fascinating exploration into the life and career
of one of professional wrestling's most unique and beloved figures. Known for his
distinctive persona, George Steele captivated audiences with his wild antics and
memorable matches. This article delves into his career highlights, personal anecdotes, and
the insights he shared during interviews, particularly focusing on a notable interview that
encapsulated his character and contributions to wrestling. We will explore his early life,
rise to fame, and the legacy he left behind, offering a comprehensive view of who George
Steele was both in and out of the ring.

The following sections will provide detailed insights into the man behind the character, the
memorable moments of his career, and the impact he had on wrestling.

Introduction to George Steele

Early Life and Career Beginnings

Character Development and Persona

Notable Matches and Rivalries

Insights from the Interview

Legacy and Influence on Wrestling

Conclusion

Introduction to George Steele

George "The Animal" Steele was not just a professional wrestler; he was a larger-than-life
character who brought passion and creativity to the wrestling world. His persona was
characterized by his wild hair, green tongue, and an unpredictable style that endeared
him to fans. In the wrestling community, he was known for his ability to connect with
audiences, whether he was playing the role of a villain or a fan favorite. This section will
provide a brief overview of his significance in wrestling history and set the stage for the
deeper exploration of his life and career.

Early Life and Career Beginnings



Background and Education

Born on April 16, 1937, in Detroit, Michigan, George Steele was originally named Edward
Lawrence. He grew up in a humble environment and developed a love for sports at an
early age. Steele attended Michigan State University, where he earned a degree in
education and also played football. His athletic background laid the foundation for his
later career in wrestling.

Transition to Professional Wrestling

Steele's journey into professional wrestling began in the late 1950s when he started
training under the guidance of various wrestling veterans. His first matches took place in
the early 1960s, where he adopted a more traditional wrestling style. However, it wasn’t
until he fully embraced his unique persona that he started to gain significant traction in
the wrestling world.

Character Development and Persona

Creation of The Animal

George Steele's transformation into "The Animal" was a game-changer for his career. The
character was inspired by his own personality traits and was marked by a wild,
unpredictable nature. Steele's portrayal included his notorious habit of chewing on
turnbuckles, which became a signature move that made him memorable to fans. This
section will explore how he developed this character and the influence of his personality
on his wrestling style.

Impact on Wrestling Culture

As "The Animal," George Steele became a cultural icon within the wrestling community.
His character was not only entertaining but also contributed to the broader narrative of
wrestling as a form of entertainment. He represented the era of larger-than-life personas
that captivated audiences. His ability to shift between a villain and a hero showcased his
versatility and understanding of audience engagement.

Notable Matches and Rivalries



Memorable Feuds

Throughout his career, George Steele was involved in several notable feuds that helped
shape his legacy. His rivalry with legends like Bruno Sammartino and Randy Savage
showcased his ability to engage in compelling storylines that drew in viewers. These
matches were characterized by intense physicality and dramatic storytelling, often
culminating in high-stakes situations.

Iconic Matches

One of the most iconic matches featuring George Steele was his showdown with Hulk
Hogan at the 1986 WrestleMania event. This match not only highlighted Steele's in-ring
abilities but also his capacity to draw emotional investment from the audience. The
storytelling around these matches often included themes of redemption, friendship, and
betrayal, further enhancing their appeal.

Insights from the Interview

Highlights from the Interview

The interview with George Steele provided a wealth of insights into his thoughts on
wrestling, his character, and his experiences in the industry. During this conversation,
Steele reflected on his early days and the challenges he faced in establishing his identity
in a competitive environment. His candidness and humor allowed fans to see the man
behind the character, revealing his passion for wrestling and his appreciation for the
support from fans.

Lessons from His Career

Steele shared valuable lessons learned throughout his career during the interview. He
emphasized the importance of authenticity and staying true to oneself, which resonated
deeply with aspiring wrestlers. His reflections on the evolution of wrestling and the
changes in audience expectations over the years provided a thoughtful perspective on the
industry's growth.

Legacy and Influence on Wrestling



Influence on Future Generations

George Steele's influence on professional wrestling extends beyond his active years in the
ring. His unique character paved the way for future wrestlers to explore more eclectic
personas. The balance he struck between entertainment and athleticism has inspired
countless performers to push the boundaries of their characters.

Remembering The Animal

Even after his retirement, George Steele remained a beloved figure in wrestling circles.
His appearances at conventions and fan events showcased the lasting impact he had on
the wrestling community. Steele's legacy is remembered not only for his contributions
inside the ring but also for his kindness and dedication to his fans outside of it.

Conclusion

The journey of George "The Animal" Steele is a testament to the power of creativity and
passion in professional wrestling. Through his unique character and unforgettable
matches, he left an indelible mark on the industry. The insights shared during interviews
highlight his wisdom and the significant impact he had on both fans and fellow wrestlers.
Steele's legacy continues to inspire new generations of wrestling enthusiasts and
performers, ensuring that his story will never be forgotten.

Q: What inspired George Steele's character as "The
Animal"?
A: George Steele's character was inspired by his own personality traits and a desire to
create a memorable and unique persona that captivated audiences. His wild antics and
signature moves, like chewing on turnbuckles, helped to enhance this character.

Q: What were some of George Steele's most famous
matches?
A: Some of George Steele's most famous matches include his feuds with wrestling legends
like Bruno Sammartino and Randy Savage, as well as his iconic bout against Hulk Hogan
at WrestleMania 1986.

Q: How did George Steele's persona impact the



wrestling industry?
A: George Steele's persona contributed to the evolution of wrestling entertainment, paving
the way for more eccentric and larger-than-life characters. His ability to connect with fans
helped shape the narrative style of wrestling storytelling.

Q: What lessons did George Steele share in interviews?
A: In interviews, George Steele emphasized the importance of authenticity, staying true to
oneself, and the value of fan support. He also reflected on the changing nature of
wrestling and audience expectations over the years.

Q: How is George Steele remembered by fans today?
A: George Steele is remembered fondly by fans for his unique character, entertaining
matches, and his kindness towards fans. His legacy continues through conventions and
events where fans celebrate his contributions to wrestling.

Q: Did George Steele have any other careers outside of
wrestling?
A: Yes, before becoming a professional wrestler, George Steele was an educator and a
football player. His background in education influenced his approach to the wrestling
business and his interactions with fans.

Q: What was George Steele's impact on future
wrestlers?
A: George Steele's impact on future wrestlers included inspiring them to develop unique
characters and engage audiences through storytelling. His success encouraged many
performers to explore creative avenues in their wrestling careers.

Q: How did George Steele's character evolve throughout
his career?
A: Throughout his career, George Steele's character evolved from a traditional wrestler to
the wildly unpredictable "Animal." This transformation allowed him to adapt to changing
audience preferences and wrestling trends.

Q: What was George Steele's relationship with other



wrestling legends?
A: George Steele had respectful relationships with many wrestling legends, often
collaborating in storylines and matches. His friendly demeanor and professionalism earned
him admiration among peers in the wrestling industry.

Q: Why is George Steele considered a wrestling icon?
A: George Steele is considered a wrestling icon due to his distinctive persona, memorable
matches, and significant contributions to the popularity of professional wrestling. His
impact on the industry and connection with fans solidified his status as a beloved figure in
wrestling history.
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