get your guide palace of versailles

get your guide palace of versailles is your essential resource for exploring one of the most
magnificent palaces in the world. The Palace of Versailles, located just outside of Paris, is a symbol
of the absolute monarchy of the Ancien Régime and is renowned for its stunning architecture,
expansive gardens, and rich history. This article will guide you through everything you need to know
to make the most of your visit, including the history of the palace, tips for planning your trip,
available tours, and what to expect during your visit. Whether you are a history buff, an architecture
enthusiast, or simply seeking a beautiful place to explore, this guide will provide you with
comprehensive information to enhance your experience at the Palace of Versailles.
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Introduction to the Palace of Versailles

The Palace of Versailles, originally a hunting lodge for King Louis XIII, was transformed into a grand
palace by his son, Louis XIV, in the 17th century. The palace is a UNESCO World Heritage site and
is celebrated for its opulent architecture, intricate gardens, and significant role in French history.
Spanning over 2,300 rooms and 800 hectares of gardens, the palace serves as a monument to the
absolute power of the French monarchy. Visitors flock to Versailles to witness not only the grandeur
of the palace itself but also to understand the historical context that shaped France.

History of the Palace

The history of the Palace of Versailles is as rich as its architecture. Initially built in 1623, it was a
modest hunting lodge. However, Louis XIV recognized the potential of the site and in 1661,
commissioned architect Louis Le Vau to expand the structure. The palace underwent a series of
renovations and expansions, with contributions from renowned artists and architects such as André
Le Notre, who designed the gardens, and Charles Le Brun, who decorated the interiors.

By the end of the 17th century, Versailles had become the center of political power in France, as
Louis XIV relocated the royal court there in 1682. The palace not only served as a residence for the



king and his court but also as a venue for political affairs and cultural events. The grandeur of the
palace was a manifestation of Louis XIV's absolute reign and a display of the wealth and power of
France. Following the French Revolution, Versailles lost its political importance, but it remains a
vital historical site today.

Planning Your Visit

When planning your visit to the Palace of Versailles, consider the best time to go. The palace is open
year-round, but the peak tourist season is during the summer months. Visiting during the off-peak
season can help you avoid large crowds. It is recommended to purchase your tickets in advance to
save time and ensure access, especially for special exhibitions or events.

Transportation options to Versailles are abundant. You can take the RER C train from central Paris,
which provides a direct route to the palace. Alternatively, numerous bus services and guided tours
are available. Make sure to check the schedule and plan your return trip to Paris accordingly.

Ticket Options

There are several ticket options available for visiting the Palace of Versailles, which cater to
different preferences and budgets:

e Palace Ticket: Grants access to the palace and the gardens.
e Passport Ticket: Includes access to the entire estate, including the Trianons and the gardens.

¢ Guided Tours: Offers a deeper understanding of the history and architecture with a
knowledgeable guide.

e Night Fountain Shows: Experience the gardens illuminated at night with classical music.

Available Tours and Experiences

Exploring the Palace of Versailles can be enhanced by taking part in various tours and experiences.
These options provide insights into the history and artistry of the palace and its gardens.

Guided Tours

Guided tours of the Palace of Versailles are highly recommended for those seeking a comprehensive
understanding of the site. Knowledgeable guides lead visitors through the opulent rooms, such as
the Hall of Mirrors and the King's Apartments, while sharing fascinating stories about the royal
family and the palace's history.



Audio Guides

If you prefer to explore at your own pace, audio guides are available for rent. These guides offer
detailed descriptions of the various rooms and artworks, allowing you to delve into the history
without the constraints of a group tour.

Special Exhibitions

The Palace of Versailles frequently hosts special exhibitions that showcase art, history, and culture.
These exhibitions often feature works from renowned artists and provide a unique perspective on
the palace's history. It is advisable to check the official website for current and upcoming exhibitions
before your visit.

Exploring the Gardens

The gardens of the Palace of Versailles are as magnificent as the palace itself. Designed by André Le
Notre in the classical French style, the gardens cover approximately 800 hectares and are adorned
with fountains, sculptures, and meticulously trimmed hedges.

Garden Attractions

Within the gardens, visitors can enjoy several attractions:

e The Grand Canal: A stunning waterway ideal for leisurely walks and boat rides.

e Fountains: The gardens feature numerous fountains, many of which are synchronized to
music during special shows.

e The Orangery: Home to a collection of orange trees and other exotic plants.

e The Trianons: The Grand and Petit Trianon are smaller palaces located within the gardens,
offering insight into the private life of the royal family.

Practical Tips for Your Visit

To ensure a smooth visit to the Palace of Versailles, consider the following practical tips:

e Wear Comfortable Shoes: The palace and gardens are vast; comfortable footwear is
essential.

e Plan Your Itinerary: Prioritize which areas of the palace and gardens you wish to see to
maximize your time.



e Stay Hydrated: Bring water, especially during the summer months, as it can get hot.

e Check the Weather: The gardens are best enjoyed in pleasant weather, so check the forecast
before your visit.

Conclusion

The Palace of Versailles is a breathtaking site that encapsulates the grandeur of French history and
architecture. By following this guide, you can effectively plan your visit, explore its rich history, and
enjoy the splendid gardens. Whether you are drawn to its historical significance, artistic beauty, or
simply the allure of exploring a royal residence, your experience at the Palace of Versailles is sure to
be unforgettable.

Q: What is the best time to visit the Palace of Versailles?

A: The best time to visit the Palace of Versailles is during the shoulder seasons of spring (April to
June) and fall (September to October) when the weather is pleasant and crowds are smaller.

Q: How do I get to the Palace of Versailles from Paris?

A: You can take the RER C train from several stations in Paris to Versailles-Rive Gauche station,
which is a short walk from the palace. Alternatively, bus services and guided tours are available.

Q: Are there any discounts available for tickets to the Palace
of Versailles?

A: Yes, discounts are often available for students, seniors, and children. It is advisable to check the
official website for the most current ticket prices and discounts.

Q: Can I bring food into the Palace of Versailles?

A: Eating inside the palace is not permitted, but visitors can enjoy picnics in the gardens or purchase
food from on-site restaurants and cafes.

Q: How long should I plan to spend at the Palace of Versailles?

A: Visitors typically spend 4 to 6 hours exploring the palace and gardens, but if you wish to see
special exhibitions or attend shows, plan for a full day.



Q: Are guided tours worth it at the Palace of Versailles?

A: Yes, guided tours provide valuable insights and historical context that enhance your
understanding of the palace's significance and its art.

Q: Is photography allowed in the Palace of Versailles?

A: Photography is permitted in most areas of the palace but is restricted in certain exhibitions. It is
advised to respect the rules posted in each area.

Q: What are the main highlights in the Palace of Versailles?

A: The main highlights include the Hall of Mirrors, the King's Apartments, the Gardens, and the
Grand Trianon. Each area offers unique architectural and artistic features.

Q: How do I access the gardens of the Palace of Versailles?

A: Access to the gardens is included with your ticket to the palace. Note that special events may
require an additional fee.

Q: Are there any special events held at the Palace of
Versailles?

A: Yes, the Palace of Versailles hosts various events throughout the year, including fountain shows,
night illuminations, and art exhibitions. Check the official website for a schedule of events.
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