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ghost wars the secret history of the cia delves into the intricate and often
covert operations of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) during significant
historical events, particularly in Afghanistan. This article explores the
complex web of espionage, military strategies, and geopolitical maneuvers
that defined the CIA's role in the decades leading up to the 9/11 attacks. By
examining the covert actions and the political implications surrounding the
agency's involvement, readers will gain a deeper understanding of the CIA's
influence on international relations and the war on terrorism. Key topics
include the origins of the CIA, its operations in Afghanistan, the dynamics
of the Cold War, and the implications of these actions for modern global
security. This comprehensive exploration provides insight into the secretive
world of intelligence and its far-reaching consequences.
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The Origins of the CIA

The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) was established in 1947, following
World War II, during a period marked by rising tensions between the United
States and the Soviet Union. Its creation was a response to the need for a
centralized intelligence organization that could effectively gather, analyze,
and disseminate information crucial to national security. The CIA's primary
mission was to prevent the spread of communism and to counter Soviet
influence globally.

Initially, the CIA operated through a framework of gathering intelligence on
foreign powers, conducting espionage, and engaging in covert operations. The
agency's foundational principle was to act in the interest of U.S. national



security, often employing clandestine methods to achieve its objectives. This
laid the groundwork for what would become a pattern of secretive actions that
would shape U.S. foreign policy for decades.

The Role of the National Security Act

The National Security Act of 1947 was pivotal in shaping the CIA's structure
and scope of work. This legislation not only established the CIA but also
created the National Security Council (NSC) to advise the President on
security matters. The Act outlined the CIA's responsibilities, including
collecting intelligence, conducting covert operations, and engaging in
counterintelligence activities.

As the Cold War intensified, the CIA's role expanded significantly, often
operating in politically unstable regions to support U.S. interests against
communist expansion. This period marked the beginning of a series of covert
interventions, often characterized by secrecy and a lack of oversight.

Covert Operations in Afghanistan

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, Afghanistan became a focal point for the
CIA's covert operations, particularly following the Soviet invasion in 1979.
The U.S. viewed the invasion as a direct threat to its interests in the
region and a potential extension of Soviet influence. In response, the CIA
initiated a program to support the Afghan mujahideen, the resistance fighters
opposing the Soviet forces.

This support included funding, training, and supplying weapons to the
mujahideen. The agency's involvement was part of a broader strategy to
counter Soviet expansionism and bolster U.S. allies in the region. The
operation was clandestine, relying on intermediaries and foreign allies to
obscure the U.S. role.

The Operation Cyclone Program

One of the most significant CIA initiatives during this period was Operation
Cyclone, which aimed to finance and equip the Afghan resistance. This
operation became one of the longest and most expensive covert actions in U.S.
history.
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