
gilbert highet the art of teaching
gilbert highet the art of teaching is a profound exploration of the principles and
practices that define effective pedagogy. Gilbert Highet, a renowned scholar and educator,
emphasized the importance of not only imparting knowledge but also inspiring students to
appreciate the beauty of learning. His insights delve into various aspects of teaching,
including the significance of engagement, the role of the teacher as a facilitator, and the
impact of a well-structured curriculum. This article will provide an in-depth look at
Highet's philosophies, strategies for effective teaching, and the relevance of his work in
contemporary education. We will also discuss practical applications of his ideas, the
challenges educators face today, and how Highet's teachings can guide them in
overcoming these obstacles.
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Introduction to Gilbert Highet
Gilbert Highet was an influential educator and author, best known for his work in teaching
literature and the classics. Born in 1906 in Scotland, he later moved to the United States,
where he became a professor at Columbia University. Highet's contributions to education
are profound, particularly through his book "The Art of Teaching," where he articulates
the essential qualities of effective teaching and learning. His approach focuses on the
aesthetic aspects of education, encouraging teachers to create an environment that fosters
curiosity and enthusiasm among students. Highet believed that teaching was not merely
about transferring information but about engaging students in a meaningful way that
promotes critical thinking and personal growth.

The Philosophy Behind The Art of Teaching
At the core of Highet's philosophy is the belief that teaching is an art form. He posited that
just as artists draw from their experiences and emotions to create, teachers must also
connect deeply with their subject matter and their students. Highet advocated for a
teaching environment that nurtures creativity, curiosity, and a love for learning. He
emphasized the importance of understanding the psychological and emotional aspects of



teaching, which involves recognizing the diverse backgrounds and needs of students.

Inspirational Learning
Highet argued that teachers should aim to inspire students rather than simply instruct
them. This inspiration can be achieved through storytelling, relatable experiences, and an
enthusiastic presentation of the material. When students see their teachers passionate
about a subject, they are more likely to develop a genuine interest in it. Highet believed
that the emotional connection between teacher and student is fundamental in facilitating
effective learning.

The Role of the Teacher
According to Highet, the role of a teacher extends beyond that of a mere knowledge
dispenser. Teachers should act as facilitators of learning, guiding students on their
educational journeys. This involves encouraging students to ask questions, think critically,
and engage in discussions. Highet noted that effective teachers create a safe and
supportive environment where students feel comfortable expressing their thoughts and
ideas. This supportive atmosphere is crucial in promoting student engagement and
fostering a deeper understanding of the material.

Principles of Effective Teaching
Highet outlined several key principles that define effective teaching. These principles
serve as guidelines for educators aiming to enhance their teaching practices and foster a
positive learning environment.

Engagement: Engaging students is vital to effective teaching. Highet believed that
when students are actively involved in the learning process, they are more likely to
retain information and develop critical thinking skills.

Clarity: Clear communication is essential in teaching. Highet emphasized that
teachers should present information in a straightforward manner, ensuring that
students can easily grasp complex concepts.

Adaptability: Effective teachers must be adaptable, tailoring their teaching methods
to meet the diverse needs of their students. This involves being responsive to
students’ feedback and adjusting lessons accordingly.

Assessment: Regular assessment is crucial for monitoring student progress and
understanding. Highet advocated for a variety of assessment methods to gauge
student comprehension effectively.

Passion: A teacher's passion for their subject can ignite similar enthusiasm in
students. Highet believed that passionate teaching inspires students to explore
subjects beyond the classroom.



Practical Applications of Highet’s Teachings
Implementing Highet's teachings in the classroom requires a thoughtful approach to
lesson planning, classroom management, and student interaction. Educators can apply
Highet's principles by incorporating various strategies that align with his philosophy of
engaging students in a meaningful way.

Creating an Interactive Classroom
One practical application of Highet's ideas is the establishment of an interactive classroom
environment. Teachers can foster interaction through group discussions, collaborative
projects, and hands-on activities. This approach not only enhances student engagement
but also encourages teamwork and communication skills.

Incorporating Technology
In the modern educational landscape, technology plays a significant role in teaching.
Educators can utilize various digital tools and resources to enhance learning experiences.
For instance, interactive presentations, educational videos, and online discussion forums
can complement traditional teaching methods and cater to different learning styles.

Challenges in Modern Education
Despite the timeless relevance of Highet's teachings, educators today face numerous
challenges that can hinder effective teaching. These include large class sizes, diverse
student needs, and the pressure of standardized testing. Highet’s philosophies can guide
educators in navigating these challenges.

Addressing Diverse Learning Needs
In a classroom with students from various backgrounds and learning abilities, it is
essential for teachers to adopt differentiated instruction strategies. Highet's emphasis on
adaptability can help teachers tailor their lessons to accommodate different learning
styles, ensuring all students receive the support they need to succeed.

Balancing Curriculum and Creativity
Another challenge educators face is the need to balance curriculum requirements with
creative teaching methods. Highet's perspective encourages teachers to integrate
creativity into their lessons while still covering essential content. This can involve project-
based learning, where students explore subjects in depth and apply their knowledge in
practical ways.



Conclusion
Gilbert Highet's insights into the art of teaching remain highly relevant in today’s
educational landscape. His emphasis on engagement, adaptability, and passion for
teaching provides a framework for educators striving to create meaningful learning
experiences. By implementing Highet’s principles, teachers can inspire students to
become lifelong learners, equipped with critical thinking skills and a genuine love for
knowledge. As educators continue to face modern challenges, Highet's philosophies serve
as a valuable guide in shaping the future of teaching and learning.

Q: What are the main concepts of Gilbert Highet's
teaching philosophy?
A: Gilbert Highet's teaching philosophy emphasizes the importance of engagement, clarity,
adaptability, assessment, and passion. He believed that teachers should inspire students,
facilitate learning, and create a supportive environment that fosters curiosity and critical
thinking.

Q: How can teachers apply Highet's principles in their
classrooms?
A: Teachers can apply Highet's principles by creating interactive classroom environments,
utilizing technology, incorporating group discussions, and tailoring lessons to meet diverse
learning needs. Engaging students through creative projects and assessments is also
essential.

Q: What challenges do modern educators face that
Highet's teachings can help address?
A: Modern educators face challenges such as large class sizes, diverse student needs, and
standardized testing pressures. Highet's teachings encourage adaptability and creativity,
guiding teachers to balance curriculum requirements while addressing individual student
needs.

Q: Why is passion important in teaching according to
Highet?
A: Passion is crucial in teaching because it inspires students and fosters a love for
learning. Highet believed that when teachers are enthusiastic about their subjects,
students are more likely to develop genuine interest and engage deeply with the material.

Q: How does Highet define the role of a teacher?
A: Highet defines the role of a teacher as a facilitator of learning rather than just a



provider of knowledge. Teachers should guide students, encourage inquiry, and create an
environment where students feel comfortable expressing their thoughts.

Q: What is the significance of assessment in Highet's
philosophy?
A: Assessment is significant in Highet's philosophy as it helps monitor student progress
and understanding. He advocated for varied assessment methods to provide a
comprehensive view of student learning and to inform instructional practices.

Q: How can creativity be integrated into the curriculum
based on Highet's ideas?
A: Creativity can be integrated into the curriculum by incorporating project-based
learning, allowing students to explore subjects in depth. Teachers can encourage creative
expression through various assignments that foster critical thinking and problem-solving
skills.

Q: What is the impact of storytelling in Highet's
teaching approach?
A: Storytelling is a powerful tool in Highet's teaching approach as it helps to engage
students emotionally and intellectually. By using stories, teachers can make lessons more
relatable and memorable, thereby enhancing student interest and comprehension.

Q: Can Highet's teachings be adapted for online
education?
A: Yes, Highet's teachings can be adapted for online education. Educators can create
engaging virtual classrooms by incorporating interactive elements, using multimedia
resources, and fostering online discussions that promote student interaction and
collaboration.
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