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global studies minor ucla is an interdisciplinary program designed to equip students
with the skills and knowledge necessary to understand complex global issues in today's
interconnected world. This minor allows students at UCLA to explore various topics such
as international relations, global economics, cultural studies, and environmental
challenges through a diverse curriculum. Students can benefit from a broad spectrum of
courses that prepare them for careers in various fields, including government, non-profit
organizations, education, and international business. This article will provide a
comprehensive overview of the global studies minor at UCLA, including its requirements,
course offerings, career paths, and the advantages of pursuing this minor.
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Program Structure and Requirements

The global studies minor at UCLA is structured to provide students with a foundational
understanding of global issues while allowing for flexibility in course selection. To declare
a minor in global studies, students must meet specific prerequisites and complete a set
number of courses.

Eligibility and Declaration

To be eligible for the global studies minor, students typically need to have completed a
certain number of units at UCLA. They must also maintain a minimum GPA, which may
vary based on departmental policies. It is recommended that students declare their minor
by the end of their sophomore year to ensure they can complete the required courses in
time for graduation.



Minor Requirements

The global studies minor consists of a minimum number of units, which include both core
and elective courses. The requirements generally include:

Completion of introductory courses in global studies.

Selection of upper-division courses focusing on specific regions, cultures, or themes.

A capstone project or research paper that integrates knowledge gained throughout
the program.

Students are encouraged to work closely with academic advisors to tailor their course
selections to align with their interests and career goals.

Core Courses and Electives

The global studies minor at UCLA offers a diverse range of courses that cover various
aspects of global issues. Students can choose from core courses that provide a
comprehensive overview of global studies, as well as electives that allow for specialization.

Core Courses

Core courses typically include foundational topics in global studies, such as:

Introduction to Global Studies

Globalization and its Discontents

World History and its Implications

These courses are designed to provide students with essential theoretical frameworks and
critical thinking skills necessary for analyzing global phenomena.

Elective Courses

In addition to core courses, students can select from a variety of electives that may
include:



Global Health Issues

International Political Economy

Cultural Representations in Global Media

Environmental Sustainability and Global Issues

Electives allow students to explore specific interests in depth and can be chosen based on
individual career aspirations or personal passions.

Career Opportunities with a Global Studies Minor

A global studies minor from UCLA equips students with valuable skills applicable in
numerous career paths. Graduates find themselves well-prepared for roles in international
relations, public policy, and education, among others.

Potential Career Fields

Graduates with a global studies minor may pursue careers in:

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

Government Agencies

International Business

Journalism and Media

Academia and Research

The interdisciplinary nature of the minor allows for flexibility, enabling students to adapt
their skills to various sectors.

Internship and Networking Opportunities

UCLA provides students with access to numerous internship opportunities that can greatly
enhance their career prospects. Engaging in internships related to global studies can help
students build professional networks and gain practical experience. Additionally, the
university’s strong global connections facilitate opportunities for study abroad programs,
further enriching the academic experience.



Benefits of Pursuing a Global Studies Minor

Choosing to pursue a global studies minor at UCLA offers several advantages that can
enhance a student's academic and professional journey.

Interdisciplinary Learning

The global studies minor emphasizes interdisciplinary learning, allowing students to draw
connections between various fields such as politics, economics, culture, and environment.
This holistic approach fosters critical thinking and adaptability, skills highly valued in
today’s job market.

Global Perspective

Students gain a nuanced understanding of global issues, helping them to appreciate
cultural diversity and the complexities of international relations. This perspective is
essential for anyone looking to work in a globalized world.

Enhanced Communication Skills

Courses within the global studies minor often include elements of research, writing, and
presentation. By engaging in these activities, students develop strong communication
skills, which are crucial for effective collaboration in diverse environments.

Conclusion

The global studies minor at UCLA is an excellent choice for students looking to deepen
their understanding of global issues while developing critical skills applicable to various
career paths. With a robust curriculum that includes core courses and electives, students
are well-prepared to navigate the complexities of the modern world. The minor not only
enhances a student's academic profile but also opens doors to numerous professional
opportunities, making it a valuable addition to any degree program.

Q: What is a global studies minor at UCLA?
A: The global studies minor at UCLA is an interdisciplinary program that focuses on
understanding complex global issues through a diverse curriculum, preparing students for
various career paths.



Q: How many courses are required for the global studies
minor?
A: Students must complete a specific number of core and elective courses, typically
totaling around 20 units, to fulfill the requirements of the global studies minor.

Q: What types of careers can I pursue with a global
studies minor?
A: Careers can include roles in international organizations, government, non-profits,
journalism, academia, and international business, among others.

Q: Are there study abroad opportunities for global
studies minors?
A: Yes, UCLA offers various study abroad programs that complement the global studies
minor, allowing students to gain firsthand experience in international contexts.

Q: Can I combine the global studies minor with any
major?
A: The global studies minor is designed to be flexible and can typically be combined with
most majors, enhancing the educational experience.

Q: What skills will I gain from the global studies minor?
A: Students will develop critical thinking, research, writing, and communication skills, all
of which are essential for understanding and addressing global issues.

Q: How can I declare a global studies minor at UCLA?
A: Students can declare the minor by meeting eligibility requirements, completing any
necessary paperwork, and consulting with academic advisors for course selection.

Q: Are internships available for global studies minors?
A: Yes, UCLA provides various internship opportunities that can help students gain
practical experience in fields related to global studies.

Q: What are some core courses in the global studies



minor?
A: Core courses often include Introduction to Global Studies, Globalization and its
Discontents, and World History and its Implications, providing foundational knowledge in
the field.
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