go down moses william faulkner

Go Down, Moses is one of William Faulkner's most significant works, showcasing the complexities of
Southern life and the intricate dynamics of race and family in the American South. Published in 1942,
this novel is a collection of interconnected short stories centered around the McCaslin family and their
plantation, highlighting themes of heritage, identity, and the moral dilemmas faced by individuals in a
changing society. Faulkner's narrative style, characterized by stream of consciousness and rich
symbolism, invites readers to explore the depths of human experience through a Southern lens.

Overview of "Go Down, Moses"

"Go Down, Moses" is not just a single narrative but a compilation of seven interrelated stories that
revolve around the McCaslin family and their legacy. The stories are set in the fictional
Yoknapatawpha County, a recurring setting in Faulkner's works, and they delve into themes of race,
land, and the legacy of slavery. The title itself is a poignant reference to the biblical story of Moses,
suggesting themes of freedom, suffering, and the quest for identity.

Structure and Composition

The book consists of the following stories:

. "Was"

. "The Fire and the Hearth"
. "The Old People"

"Lion"

. "The Bear"

. "Delta Autumn"

. "Go Down, Moses"
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Each story can stand alone but is intricately connected through recurring characters and themes,
creating a rich tapestry of Southern life. The narrative shifts between different time periods, allowing
readers to see how the past informs the present.

Thematic Exploration

William Faulkner tackles several profound themes in "Go Down, Moses." These themes are essential
for understanding the complexities of the characters and the societal structures they inhabit.

1. Race and Identity

One of the central themes of "Go Down, Moses" is the exploration of race and identity. Faulkner



delves into the complexities of African American life in the South, particularly through the character of
Lucas Beauchamp, a Black man who grapples with his identity and place in a racially divided society.
The interactions between the McCaslin family and their Black laborers reveal the tensions and
contradictions inherent in Southern society.

- Lucas Beauchamp: A central figure in several stories, Lucas represents the struggle for dignity and
respect in a world that marginalizes Black individuals.

- Family Legacy: The McCaslin family's history is intertwined with the exploitation of their Black
workers, raising questions about the moral implications of their wealth and privilege.

2. Nature and Land

The significance of land is another vital theme in Faulkner's narrative. The McCaslin plantation serves
as both a physical and symbolic space that embodies the characters' struggles and aspirations. The
relationship between the characters and the land reflects the larger themes of ownership,
stewardship, and the passage of time.

- The Bear: This story serves as a metaphor for the struggle between humanity and nature,
highlighting the need for respect and understanding of the natural world.

- Legacy of the Land: The land represents both a source of wealth and a reminder of the past,
embodying the characters' ties to history and their responsibilities to future generations.

3. Family and Inheritance

Family dynamics play a critical role in "Go Down, Moses." The McCaslin family is portrayed as complex
and often troubled, with characters grappling with their legacies and the burdens of their ancestors.

- Generational Conflict: The stories explore how the sins of the past impact the present, particularly in
the relationships between fathers and sons.

- Inheritance of Values: The moral dilemmas faced by the characters often stem from their inherited
beliefs and the societal values imposed upon them.

Narrative Style and Techniques

Faulkner's narrative style in "Go Down, Moses" is characterized by its complexity and depth. His use
of stream of consciousness allows readers to experience the characters' inner thoughts and emotions
intimately. This technique also reflects the fragmented nature of memory and identity, mirroring the
characters' struggles with their past.

1. Stream of Consciousness

Faulkner's innovative use of stream of consciousness provides insight into the characters' psyches,
allowing readers to witness their internal conflicts and desires. This technique creates a sense of



immediacy and intimacy, drawing readers into the characters' experiences.

2. Symbolism

The rich symbolism throughout "Go Down, Moses" enhances the narrative's depth. For instance, the
bear is a recurring symbol representing nature's power and the struggle between man and the wild.
Additionally, the plantation itself symbolizes the legacy of slavery and the complexities of Southern
identity.

3. Interconnectedness of Stories

The interconnected nature of the stories allows for a layered exploration of themes. Characters
appear in multiple narratives, providing different perspectives on shared experiences and highlighting
the cyclical nature of history.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Go Down, Moses" are multidimensional and reflect the complexities of Southern
life. Here are a few notable characters:

- Lucas Beauchamp: A symbol of resilience and dignity, Lucas challenges racial norms and fights for
his place in a prejudiced society.

- Isaac McCaslin: The heir to the McCaslin legacy, Isaac grapples with his family's history and the
moral implications of their wealth.

- Sam Fathers: A mixed-race character who embodies the intersection of cultures, Sam serves as a
bridge between the Black and white worlds in the narrative.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Upon its publication, "Go Down, Moses" received varied critical responses. Some praised Faulkner's
innovative narrative techniques and thematic depth, while others criticized the complexity of the
structure and the dense prose. Over time, however, the novel has come to be regarded as one of
Faulkner's masterpieces and a significant work in American literature.

Influence on Southern Literature

"Go Down, Moses" has had a lasting impact on Southern literature and the portrayal of race relations
in the United States. Faulkner's exploration of these themes paved the way for future writers to delve
into the complexities of race, identity, and history in the South.



Conclusion

In "Go Down, Moses," William Faulkner masterfully weaves together themes of race, identity, and
family against the backdrop of the Southern landscape. Through his innovative narrative style and
rich symbolism, Faulkner invites readers to confront the complexities of human experience, ultimately
urging us to reflect on the legacies we inherit and the choices we make. This novel remains a crucial
text for understanding not only Faulkner's literary contributions but also the broader socio-cultural
dynamics of the American South.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Go Down, Moses' by William
Faulkner?

The main theme of 'Go Down, Moses' revolves around the complex relationships between race,
heritage, and the Southern identity, exploring the moral and social implications of slavery and its
legacy in America.

How does Faulkner use the character of Isaac McCaslin in 'Go
Down, Moses'?

Isaac McCaslin serves as a central figure representing the struggle between personal morality and
ancestral legacy, as he confronts his family's history and the implications of their actions regarding
slavery and land ownership.

What narrative techniques does Faulkner employ in 'Go Down,
Moses'?

Faulkner uses a non-linear narrative structure, stream-of-consciousness, and multiple perspectives to
delve into the complexities of his characters' thoughts and histories, which enhances the thematic
depth of the work.

In what ways does 'Go Down, Moses' address the concept of
nature?

The novel portrays nature as a significant force, reflecting the characters' inner lives and serving as a
backdrop for their struggles, emphasizing themes of connection to the land and the inevitability of
change.

What role does the idea of family play in '‘Go Down, Moses'?

Family serves as a crucial element in 'Go Down, Moses', highlighting the burdens of heritage, the
expectations placed on individuals, and the impact of familial legacies on personal identity and
morality.



How is the title '‘Go Down, Moses' significant to the story?

The title refers to the biblical figure Moses, symbolizing themes of freedom, deliverance, and moral
duty, while also drawing parallels between the struggles of African Americans and the quest for
liberation from oppression.

What impact has '‘Go Down, Moses' had on American
literature?

'‘Go Down, Moses' is regarded as a seminal work in American literature, influencing discussions on
race, identity, and the Southern experience, and solidifying Faulkner's reputation as a master of
narrative complexity and psychological depth.
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