GOD OF SMALL THINGS ARUNDHATI ROY

THe Gob OF SMALL THINGS IS A NOVEL WRITTEN BY ARUNDHATI ROY, WHICH WON THE BOOKER PRIZE IN 1997 AND HAS
SINCE BECOME A SIGNIFICANT WORK IN CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE. SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF KERALA IN INDIA, THE
NOVEL DELVES INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF FAMILY DYNAMICS, SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS, AND THE CASTE SYSTEM, ALL WHILE
EXPLORING THEMES OF LOVE, LOSS, AND THE IMPACT OF HISTORY ON PERSONAL LIVES. THIS ARTICLE WILL PROVIDE AN IN-DEPTH
ANALYSIS OF THE NOVEL, ITS THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND THE SOCIO-POLITICAL CONTEXT IN WHICH IT WAS WRITTEN.

OVERVIEW OF THE NOVEL

PusLISHED IN 1997, “THe Gob ofF SMALL THINGS” WAS ARUNDHATI ROY’S DEBUT NOVEL AND HAS GARNERED CRITICAL
ACCLAIM FOR ITS RICH NARRATIVE STYLE AND POIGNANT STORYTELLING. THE NOVEL IS NON-LINEAR, OSCILLATING BETWEEN THE
PAST AND THE PRESENT, PRIMARILY FOCUSING ON THE LIVES OF FRATERNAL TWINS, RAHEL AND ESTHA, WHO NAVIGATE THER
TRAUMATIC CHILDHOOD IN A SOCIETY STEEPED IN RIGID CLASS HIERARCHIES.

PLoT SUMMARY

THE NARRATIVE UNFOLDS IN THE SMALL TOWN OF AYEMENEM/ KERALA/ AND REVOLVES AROUND TWO MAIN TIMELINES: THE
CHILDHOOD OF THE TWINS IN 1969 AND THEIR ADULT LIVES IN 1993. THE STORY INTRICATELY WEAVES TOGETHER MEMORIES
OF THEIR FAMILY, PARTICULARLY FOCUSING ON THE TRAGIC EVENT THAT ALTERS THEIR LIVES FOREVER— THE FORBIDDEN LOVE
BETWEEN THEIR MOTHER, AMMU, AND VELUTHA, A MAN FROM THE UNTOUCHABLE CASTE.

KEY EVENTS IN THE STORY INCLUDE:

1. THE RETURN OF RAHEL: THE ADULT RAHEL RETURNS TO AYEMENEM AFTER YEARS IN AMERICA TO REUNITE WITH HER TWIN
BROTHER, ESTHA, WHO HAS BECOME MUTE AFTER THE TRAUMATIC EVENTS OF THEIR CHILDHOOD.

2. AMMU’S DEFIANCE: AMMU’S LOVE AFFAIR WITH VELUTHA IS A CENTRAL CONFLICT IN THE NARRATIVE, AS THEIR RELATIONSHIP
CHALLENGES THE SOCIETAL NORMS OF CASTE AND GENDER.

3. THE TRAGEDY: THE STORY CULMINATES IN A HEARTBREAKING TRAGEDY THAT LEADS TO THE SEPARATION OF THE TWINS AND
THE IRREVOCABLE IMPACT IT HAS ON THEIR LIVES.

THeMES IN “THE Gob oF SMALL THINGS”

ARUNDHATI ROY’S NOVEL IS RICH WITH THEMES THAT RESONATE DEEPLY WITH READERS. BELOW ARE SOME OF THE MOST
PROMINENT THEMES EXPLORED IN THE BOOK.

CASTE AND SOCIAL DISCRIMINATION

ONE OF THE MOST SALIENT THEMES IN “THE GoD oF SMALL THINGS” IS THE CRITIQUE OF THE CASTE SYSTEM IN INDIA. THE
NOVEL ILLUSTRATES HOW SOCIETAL NORMS DICTATE THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS, PARTICULARLY THROUGH THE CHARACTER OF
VELUTHA, WHO IS A SKILLED CARPENTER AND AN UNTOUCHABLE. HIS LOVE FOR AMMU DEFIES THE RIGID CASTE BOUNDARIES,
LEADING TO TRAGIC CONSEQUENCES.

KEY ASPECTS OF THIS THEME INCLUDE:

- THe IMPACT oF CASTE ON RELATIONSHIPS: THE LOVE BETWEEN AMMU AND VELUTHA IS PORTRAYED AS BOTH BEAUTIFUL AND
DOOMED DUE TO SOCIETAL CONSTRAINTS.



- THE CoNSEQUENCES oF BREAKING CASTE RULES: THE REPERCUSSIONS OF THEIR RELATIONSHIP HIGHLIGHT THE BRUTAL
ENFORCEMENT OF CASTE NORMS AND THE MORAL POLICING THAT ENSUES.

Love AND Loss

LOVE, INITS VARIOUS FORMS, IS A RECURRING THEME IN THE NOVEL. THE RELATIONSHIPS DEPICTED RANGE FROM FAMILIAL LOVE
TO ROMANTIC LOVE, ALL OF WHICH ARE FRAUGHT WITH SOCIETAL CHALLENGES AND PERSONAL SACRIFICES.

- PARENTAL LOVE: AMMU’S LOVE FOR HER CHILDREN, RAHEL AND ESTHA, IS FIERCE YET TINGED WITH DESPAIR DUE TO HER
INABILITY TO PROTECT THEM FROM SOCIETAL JUDGMENT.

- RoMANTIC LoVE: THE FORBIDDEN LOVE BETWEEN AMMU AND VELUTHA EXEMPLIFIES THE BEAUTY AND TRAGEDY OF LOVE THAT
DEFIES SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS.

MEMORY AND TRAUMA

THE NOVEL'S NON-LINEAR STRUCTURE REFLECTS THE FRAGMENTED NATURE OF MEMORY, PARTICULARLY IN RELATION TO TRAUMA.
THE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES OF RAHEL AND ESTHA HAUNT THEIR ADULT LIVES, ILLUSTRATING HOW TRAUMA CAN SHAPE
IDENTITY.

- CHILDHOOD INNOCENCE LOST: THE NARRATIVE SHOWS HOW THE INNOCENCE OF CHILDHOOD IS SHATTERED BY HARSH
REALITIES, LEADING TO LONG-LASTING EMOTIONAL SCARS.

- THE WEIGHT oF THE PAST: THE CHARACTERS ARE BURDENED BY THEIR MEMORIES, SUGGESTING THAT THE PAST IS AN
INSEPARABLE PART OF THEIR PRESENT.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS

THE CHARACTERS IN “THE GOoD OF SMALL THINGS” ARE RICHLY DRAWN, EACH REPRESENTING VARIOUS FACETS OF SOCIETY AND
PERSONAL STRUGGLE.

AMMU |PE

AMMU IS THE MOTHER OF RAHEL AND ESTHA, A STRONG-WILLED WOMAN WHO STRIVES FOR INDEPENDENCE IN A PATRIARCHAL
SOCIETY. HER RELATIONSHIP WITH VELUTHA SERVES AS THE CATALYST FOR THE TRAGIC EVENTS IN THE NOVEL. AMMU
EMBODIES THE STRUGGLE AGAINST SOCIETAL NORMS, MAKING HER A POWERFUL AND RELATABLE CHARACTER.

RAHEL AND ESTHA

THE FRATERNAL TWINS ARE AT THE HEART OF THE STORY, REPRESENTING INNOCENCE AND THE DEEP BOND OF SIBLING LOVE. THEIR
EXPERIENCES SHAPE THEIR IDENTITIES, AND THEIR JOURNEY FROM CHILDHOOD TO ADULTHOOD REFLECTS THE LOSS OF INNOCENCE.

- RAHEL: As AN ADULT, SHE RETURNS TO AYEMENEM BURDENED BY HER PAST, SEEKING SOLACE IN HER BROTHER.
- ESsTHA: THE TRAUMA HE ENDURES LEADS HIM TO SILENCE, HIGHLIGHTING THE IMPACT OF THEIR SHARED EXPERIENCES.

VELUTHA

VELUTHA IS A SKILLED CARPENTER AND A MEMBER OF THE UNTOUCHABLE CASTE. HIS CHARACTER CHALLENGES SOCIETAL NORMS



AND EMBODIES THE THEME OF LOVE THAT DEFIES BOUNDARIES. HIS TRAGIC FATE SERVES AS A CRITIQUE OF THE CASTE SYSTEM
AND THE DESTRUCTIVE NATURE OF SOCIETAL PREJUDICES.

WRITING STYLE AND STRUCTURE

ARUNDHATI ROY’'S WRITING STYLE IS CHARACTERIZED BY ITS LYRICAL PROSE, INTRICATE IMAGERY, AND POETIC LANGUAGE. THE
NON-LINEAR NARRATIVE STRUCTURE REFLECTS THE COMPLEXITY OF MEMORY AND ALLOWS READERS TO PIECE TOGETHER THE
STORY GRADUALLY.

KEY FEATURES OF HER WRITING INCLUDE:

- SYMBOLISM AND IMAGERY: THE USE OF VIVID IMAGERY AND SYMBOLS ENHANCES THE EMOTIONAL DEPTH OF THE NARRATIVE.
- INTERWEAVING TIMELINES: THE OSCILLATION BETWEEN PAST AND PRESENT CREATES A SENSE OF URGENCY AND ENIGMA,
DRAWING READERS INTO THE CHARACTERS' LIVES.

Socio-PouiTicaL CONTEXT

“THe Gob oF SMALL THINGS” IS DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE SOCIO-POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF |NDIA, PARTICULARLY THE ISSUES
SURROUNDING CASTE, GENDER, AND POST-COLONIAL IDENTITY. THE NOVEL SERVES AS A REFLECTION OF THE SOCIETAL CHANGES
OCCURRING IN INDIA DURING THE LATE 20TH CENTURY.

- CASTE SYSTEM: THE NOVEL CRITIQUES THE RIGID CASTE SYSTEM PREVALENT IN INDIAN SOCIETY, HIGHLIGHTING ITS IMPACT ON
INDIVIDUAL LIVES AND RELATIONSHIPS.

- GENDER ROLES: THE STRUGGLES OF AMMU AGAINST PATRIARCHAL NORMS REFLECT THE CHALLENGES FACED BY WOMEN IN
INDIAN SOCIETY.

CoNcCLUSION

IN concLUSION, “THe Gob oF SMALL THINGS” BY ARUNDHATI ROY IS A PROFOUND EXPLORATION OF LOVE, LOSS, AND THE
SOCIOCULTURAL LANDSCAPE OF INDIA. THROUGH ITS RICH NARRATIVE AND COMPLEX CHARACTERS, THE NOVEL OFFERS A
CRITICAL LENS ON ISSUES OF CASTE, GENDER, AND MEMORY. AS A DEBUT NOVEL, IT HAS LEFT AN INDELIBLE MARK ON
CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE, INVITING READERS TO REFLECT ON THE SMALL THINGS THAT SHAPE OUR LIVES AND THE LARGER
SOCIETAL CONSTRUCTS THAT SEEK TO DEFINE THEM. ROY'S ABILITY TO INTERTWINE PERSONAL AND POLITICAL NARRATIVES
ENSURES THAT HER WORK REMAINS RELEVANT AND RESONANT, MAKING “THE GOD OF SMALL THINGS” A TIMELESS CLASSIC.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN THEMES EXPLORED IN ‘' THE Gob oF SMALL THINGS’ BY ARUNDHATI
Rovy?

THE MAIN THEMES INCLUDE LOVE AND LOSS, THE IMPACT OF SOCIAL DISCRIMINATION, FAMILY DYNAMICS, AND THE INTERPLAY OF
PERSONAL AND POLITICAL HISTORIES.

How DOES ARUNDHATI ROY USE NON-LINEAR STORYTELLING IN ' THE GOb OF SMALL
THINGS'?

ROY EMPLOYS A NON-LINEAR NARRATIVE STRUCTURE TO WEAVE TOGETHER PAST AND PRESENT, ALLOWING READERS TO
GRADUALLY UNCOVER THE CHARACTERS' BACKSTORIES AND THE EVENTS THAT SHAPE THEIR LIVES.



WHAT ROLE DOES THE SETTING OF KERALA PLAY IN ‘THE Gob oF SMALL THINGS'?

KERALA SERVES AS A VIBRANT BACKDROP THAT REFLECTS THE CULTURAL, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL COMPLEXITIES OF INDIA
INFLUENCING THE CHARACTERS' LIVES AND THE STORY'S THEMES.

’

How poes ‘THE Gob oF SMALL THINGS' ADDRESS ISSUES OF CASTE AND SOCIAL
HIERARCHY?

THE NOVEL HIGHLIGHTS THE RIGID CASTE SYSTEM IN |NDIA, ILLUSTRATING HOW IT DICTATES RELATIONSHIPS AND PERSONAL
CHOICES, PARTICULARLY THROUGH THE FORBIDDEN LOVE BETWEEN AMMU AND VELUTHA.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TITLE ' THE Gob oF SMALL THINGS'?

THE TITLE SUGGESTS A FOCUS ON THE SMALL, EVERYDAY MOMENTS AND DETAILS THAT SHAPE HUMAN EXPERIENCES,
EMPHASIZING HOW THESE SEEMINGLY INSIGNIFICANT ELEMENTS CAN HOLD PROFOUND MEANING.
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