
good romantics to read for adults
Good romantics to read for adults can transport readers into worlds where love knows no
bounds, emotions run high, and characters undergo profound transformations. The beauty of
romance literature lies in its ability to capture the complexities of human relationships, offering an
escape through passionate narratives, relatable characters, and heartwarming resolutions. For
adults seeking to indulge in stories that explore the intricacies of love, this article presents a curated
list of must-read romantic novels, categorized by themes and styles, along with insights into their
appeal.

Classic Romance Novels

Classic romance novels offer timeless tales that have shaped the genre. These stories often delve
into societal norms, personal struggles, and the essence of love across different eras.

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
This iconic novel follows Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy as they navigate their differences and
misunderstandings. Austen’s sharp wit and keen observations of social class elevate the story,
making it a staple in romantic literature.

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë
A gothic romance, this novel tells the story of an orphaned girl who becomes a governess and falls in
love with her enigmatic employer, Mr. Rochester. The themes of independence, morality, and love
make it a compelling read.

Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë
This dark and passionate tale of Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw explores themes of obsession,
revenge, and the tumultuous nature of love. Its complex characters and atmospheric setting make it
a haunting classic.

Contemporary Romance Novels

Contemporary romance novels reflect modern relationships and societal issues, often combining
humor, drama, and heartfelt moments.

The Hating Game by Sally Thorne
This enemies-to-lovers story follows Lucy and Joshua, co-workers who can’t stand each other until a



series of events forces them to reevaluate their feelings. Thorne’s witty dialogue and steamy
chemistry create a delightful read.

Beach Read by Emily Henry
This novel tells the story of two authors—one a romance writer and the other a literary fiction
author—who find themselves in a creative rut. They challenge each other to swap genres, leading to
unexpected revelations and a budding romance.

Red, White & Royal Blue by Casey McQuiston
A charming love story between the First Son of the United States and a British prince, this novel
addresses themes of identity, politics, and love in a contemporary setting. Its humor and
heartwarming moments make it a fan favorite.

Romantic Suspense Novels

For those who enjoy romance with a touch of thrill, romantic suspense novels blend love stories with
elements of mystery and danger.

Outlander by Diana Gabaldon
This epic tale follows Claire Randall, a World War II nurse who is transported back in time to 18th-
century Scotland. Torn between her husband in the present and her love for the dashing Jamie
Fraser, the novel weaves romance, adventure, and historical intrigue.

The Witness by Nora Roberts
This gripping tale centers on a young woman who witnesses a murder and is subsequently targeted
by the killer. As she builds a new life and falls in love with a local cop, the tension between safety
and love creates a captivating narrative.

Before I Go to Sleep by S.J. Watson
While primarily a psychological thriller, this novel also explores the romantic entanglements of its
protagonist, Christine, who suffers from amnesia. The interplay of love and trust amidst the
suspense offers a unique reading experience.

Romantic Comedies

Romantic comedies provide lighthearted, humorous narratives that explore the ups and downs of
love, often with quirky characters and situations.



Can You Keep a Secret? by Sophie Kinsella
In this charming tale, Emma Corrigan spills her secrets to a stranger on a plane. When she discovers
that the stranger is her new boss, hilarity ensues as she navigates her feelings and the complications
that arise.

The Unhoneymooners by Christina Lauren
Olive and Ethan, sworn enemies, find themselves on a honeymoon together after their siblings fall
ill. Forced to pretend to be a happy couple, they uncover unexpected chemistry and romance,
leading to hilarious and heartfelt moments.

Love and Other Words by Christina Lauren
This novel intertwines past and present, following childhood sweethearts who reconnect years later.
The blend of nostalgia, love, and heartache makes it a heartfelt romantic comedy.

Historical Romance Novels

Historical romance novels transport readers to different eras, exploring love stories set against rich
backdrops of history.

The Duke and I by Julia Quinn
This first book in the Bridgerton series follows Daphne Bridgerton as she navigates the marriage
market in Regency-era England. The witty banter and slow-burn romance with the Duke of Hastings
make it a beloved choice among romance readers.

Outlander by Diana Gabaldon
As mentioned earlier, this novel combines historical fiction and romance, capturing the timelessness
of love across centuries. It’s a perfect pick for readers who enjoy in-depth historical settings with
passionate love stories.

Girl with a Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier
Set in 17th-century Delft, this novel tells the story of Griet, a young maid who becomes the muse for
artist Johannes Vermeer. The subtle romance and artistic backdrop create a beautiful narrative
about love and longing.

Fantasy Romance Novels



Fantasy romance novels blend magical elements with love stories, allowing readers to escape into
fantastical worlds.

A Court of Thorns and Roses by Sarah J. Maas
This series starts with a retelling of Beauty and the Beast, where Feyre, a mortal, is taken to the fae
lands. The series explores themes of love, sacrifice, and political intrigue, captivating readers with
its rich world-building.

The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern
While not a traditional romance, the love story between Celia and Marco unfolds amid a magical
competition between two young illusionists. The enchanting atmosphere and their deep connection
create a captivating tale of love.

The Wrath and the Dawn by Renée Ahdieh
A retelling of the Arabian Nights, this novel follows Shahrzad, who volunteers to marry the
murderous Caliph to seek revenge for her best friend’s death. As she tells him stories night after
night, unexpected feelings develop in this lush and romantic fantasy.

Conclusion

The world of romantic literature is vast and varied, offering something for every type of reader.
Whether you prefer classic tales that have stood the test of time, contemporary narratives that
mirror modern relationships, or genre-blending stories that add excitement to romance, there is no
shortage of good romantics to read for adults. As you explore these titles, you’ll find yourself lost in
the pages, experiencing the highs and lows of love alongside unforgettable characters. Embrace the
journey of love through literature, and discover the stories that resonate with your heart.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some classic romantic novels that every adult should
read?
Some classic romantic novels include 'Pride and Prejudice' by Jane Austen, 'Jane Eyre' by Charlotte
Brontë, and 'Wuthering Heights' by Emily Brontë. These timeless stories explore themes of love,
class, and personal growth.

Can you recommend contemporary romantic novels that have



received critical acclaim?
Yes! Some contemporary romantic novels that have garnered praise include 'The Night Circus' by
Erin Morgenstern, 'Red, White & Royal Blue' by Casey McQuiston, and 'The Kiss Quotient' by Helen
Hoang. These books offer fresh perspectives on love and relationships.

What are some popular romance novels that incorporate
elements of fantasy?
Popular romance novels with fantasy elements include 'A Court of Thorns and Roses' by Sarah J.
Maas, 'Outlander' by Diana Gabaldon, and 'The Wrath and the Dawn' by Renée Ahdieh. These stories
blend romance with magical or historical settings.

Are there any romantic novels that focus on LGBTQ+
relationships?
Absolutely! Some notable LGBTQ+ romantic novels include 'Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda' by
Becky Albertalli, 'Call Me by Your Name' by André Aciman, and 'The Song of Achilles' by Madeline
Miller. These works explore diverse love stories and identities.

What are some romantic novels that also tackle social issues?
Romantic novels that address social issues include 'The Hate U Give' by Angie Thomas, which deals
with race and identity, and 'Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine' by Gail Honeyman, which touches
on mental health and loneliness. These books combine romance with important conversations.

Can you suggest romantic novels with strong character
development?
Certainly! 'Normal People' by Sally Rooney, 'Eleanor & Park' by Rainbow Rowell, and 'Beach Read'
by Emily Henry all feature complex characters whose relationships evolve significantly throughout
the story, offering deep insights into love and personal growth.

What are some romantic novels that have been adapted into
popular movies or TV shows?
Several romantic novels that have been adapted into screen productions include 'The Notebook' by
Nicholas Sparks, 'Me Before You' by Jojo Moyes, and 'The Fault in Our Stars' by John Green. These
adaptations often bring the emotional depth of the books to life.
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