
good sam dinghy towing guide 2022
Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide 2022 is an essential resource for RV enthusiasts, particularly
those who wish to tow their vehicles behind larger motorhomes. Whether you're planning a weekend
getaway or a cross-country adventure, understanding the ins and outs of dinghy towing will enhance
your travel experience. This guide will provide you with valuable insights, tips, and considerations
for successful dinghy towing in 2022.

What is Dinghy Towing?

Dinghy towing, also known as flat towing, involves towing a vehicle behind a motorhome or other
vehicle without the need for a trailer. This method is popular among RVers because it allows for
more convenient mobility upon reaching a destination.

Benefits of Dinghy Towing

Dinghy towing offers several advantages:

Convenience: It's easier to maneuver a towed vehicle in tight spaces compared to a trailer.

Fuel Efficiency: Towing a dinghy usually consumes less fuel than pulling a trailer.

Cost-Effective: Avoiding the need for a trailer reduces additional costs associated with
purchase, maintenance, and storage.

Simple Setup: With the right equipment, setup and breakdown can be quick and
straightforward.

Choosing the Right Vehicle for Dinghy Towing

Not all vehicles can be towed behind a motorhome. When selecting a dinghy, consider the following
factors:

Compatibility

Before purchasing a vehicle for dinghy towing, check the manufacturer’s guidelines regarding
towability. Look for vehicles that are listed as “flat towable.” Popular choices include:



SUVs

Trucks

Crossover vehicles

Some sedans

Weight Considerations

Ensure that the weight of the vehicle you want to tow does not exceed the towing capacity of your
motorhome. A mismatch can lead to dangerous situations on the road.

Equipment Needed for Dinghy Towing

To safely tow a vehicle, you'll need the right equipment. Here's a list of essentials:

Towing System

1. Tow Bar: This is the primary equipment that connects the RV to the dinghy. Look for a sturdy,
adjustable tow bar that meets your towing needs.

2. Base Plate: A base plate is mounted to the dinghy vehicle, providing a secure connection point for
the tow bar.

3. Safety Cables: These cables provide an additional safety measure in case the tow bar fails. Always
use safety cables that are rated for towing.

4. Tow Light Kit: This kit ensures that the towed vehicle's brake lights, turn signals, and taillights
operate in sync with the RV.

5. Tow Brake System: Some states require a braking system for towed vehicles. This can be a
supplemental braking system that activates when the RV brakes.

Preparing Your Vehicle for Dinghy Towing

Once you have selected a suitable vehicle and acquired the necessary equipment, it's time to
prepare your vehicle for towing.



Steps to Prepare Your Dinghy Vehicle

1. Read the Owner’s Manual: Familiarize yourself with the manufacturer’s instructions regarding
towing.

2. Install the Base Plate: Follow the installation instructions for the base plate, ensuring it is securely
attached.

3. Connect the Tow Bar: Attach the tow bar to both the RV and the base plate, making sure it is
locked in place.

4. Set Up the Tow Brake System: If required or recommended, install the tow brake system
according to the manufacturer’s guidelines.

5. Check the Lights: Connect the tow light kit and verify that all lights are functioning correctly.

6. Perform a Safety Check: Before hitting the road, double-check all connections and ensure that the
safety cables are secured.

Driving Tips for Dinghy Towing

Driving with a dinghy requires some adjustments to your usual driving habits. Here are some tips to
enhance your towing experience:

Speed and Distance

- Maintain a Steady Speed: Avoid sudden acceleration or deceleration, which can cause swaying.
- Keep a Safe Distance: Increase your following distance to allow for the additional weight and
braking time needed with a towed vehicle.

Turning and Maneuvering

- Make Wider Turns: Be mindful of the additional length of the RV and dinghy when turning.
- Check Your Mirrors: Continuously monitor the rearview mirrors to ensure the towed vehicle is
stable and not swaying.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Even experienced RVers can make mistakes when it comes to dinghy towing. Here are some
common pitfalls to watch out for:



Neglecting Weight Limits: Always adhere to the towing capacity of your RV to prevent
accidents.

Skipping Safety Cables: Always use safety cables as an added precaution.

Forgetting the Brake System: Don’t overlook local laws regarding braking systems for
towed vehicles.

Ignoring Maintenance: Regularly check the condition of your tow bar, lights, and safety
equipment.

Conclusion

The Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide 2022 provides essential information for RV enthusiasts
looking to enhance their travel experiences. By understanding the requirements for dinghy towing,
selecting the right vehicle, and using proper equipment, you can enjoy the freedom and convenience
that comes with flat towing. Remember to prioritize safety and compliance with local laws to ensure
a smooth and enjoyable journey. Happy towing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide 2022?
The Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide 2022 is a comprehensive resource that provides information on
which vehicles can be safely towed behind RVs, including towing procedures, weight limits, and
setup instructions.

How often is the Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide updated?
The Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide is typically updated annually to reflect changes in vehicle
models, towing capacities, and best practices for towing.

Are all vehicles suitable for dinghy towing according to the
guide?
No, not all vehicles are suitable for dinghy towing. The guide lists specific makes and models that
are approved for towing and provides detailed instructions for each.

What additional resources does the Good Sam Dinghy Towing
Guide offer?
In addition to vehicle listings, the guide offers tips on towing safety, maintenance recommendations,
and necessary equipment for a successful towing experience.



Can I find information about towing capacity in the Good Sam
Dinghy Towing Guide 2022?
Yes, the guide includes towing capacity information for various vehicles, helping RV owners
determine the maximum weight they can safely tow.

Where can I purchase the Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide
2022?
The Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide 2022 can be purchased from the Good Sam website, major
retailers, or through RV-related online stores.

Is there a digital version of the Good Sam Dinghy Towing
Guide available?
Yes, a digital version of the Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide is available for purchase, which can be
accessed on various devices for convenience.
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