
good sam dinghy towing guide
Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide provides valuable insights for RV enthusiasts who wish to tow a
dinghy behind their motorhome. Whether you are planning a weekend getaway or an extended road
trip, understanding the intricacies of dinghy towing can enhance your travel experience. This guide
will cover essential topics including the benefits of dinghy towing, the types of vehicles suitable for
towing, the necessary equipment, and important safety considerations.

Understanding Dinghy Towing

Dinghy towing, also known as flat towing, involves towing a vehicle behind a motorhome or RV
without the need for a trailer. This setup allows for easy access to a vehicle once you reach your
destination, making it an ideal choice for exploring local areas.

Benefits of Dinghy Towing

1. Convenience: With a dinghy in tow, you don't have to worry about unloading a trailer or finding
parking for it.
2. Cost-Effective: Towing a dinghy can be more fuel-efficient than towing a trailer, especially for short
distances.
3. Versatility: You can choose from a wide variety of vehicles to tow, depending on your travel needs.
4. Ease of Use: Setting up and disconnecting a dinghy is generally quicker and simpler than dealing
with a trailer.

Choosing the Right Vehicle for Dinghy Towing

Not all vehicles are suitable for dinghy towing. It’s crucial to choose a vehicle that is specifically
designed for it to avoid damage and ensure safety.

Types of Vehicles Suitable for Dinghy Towing

1. Manual Transmission Vehicles: Many manual transmission vehicles can be towed without issues.
2. Four-Wheel Drive Vehicles: These are often designed to be flat towed and are a popular choice
among RVers.
3. Certain Automatics: Some automatic vehicles can be flat towed, but it's essential to consult the
owner’s manual for specific guidelines.

Popular Dinghy Towing Vehicles



Here are some popular choices for vehicles that are commonly used for dinghy towing:

- Jeep Wrangler
- Ford Fiesta
- Chevrolet Colorado
- Honda CR-V
- Subaru Forester

Ensure to check the manufacturer’s specifications for flat towing capabilities before making a
decision.

Equipment Needed for Dinghy Towing

The right equipment is critical for safe and effective dinghy towing. Below are the essential
components you will need.

Towing System Components

1. Tow Bar: The tow bar connects your vehicle to the RV. It is crucial to choose one that is compatible
with both your RV and the dinghy.
2. Safety Cables: These are used as a backup connection between the RV and the dinghy to prevent
accidents if the tow bar fails.
3. Lighting System: Ensuring that the dinghy's brake lights and turn signals are operational is vital for
safety on the road. This can be achieved through a wiring harness or magnetic lights.
4. Brake System: Some states require a supplemental braking system for dinghy towed vehicles. This
is not only a legal requirement but also enhances safety.
5. Base Plate: A base plate is mounted on the dinghy and connects to the tow bar. It must be
specifically designed for the vehicle.

Additional Accessories

- Tire Pressure Monitoring System: Helps to monitor the tire pressure of the dinghy while on the road.
- Dinghy Tow Cover: Protects the vehicle from road debris and weather conditions.
- Emergency Kit: Always keep an emergency kit in both your RV and dinghy for unexpected situations.

Preparing Your Vehicle for Dinghy Towing

Preparation is key for successful dinghy towing. Follow these steps to ensure your vehicle is ready.



Steps to Prepare Your Dinghy

1. Consult the Owner’s Manual: Check for any specific towing instructions or limitations.
2. Set Up the Tow Bar: Install the base plate and ensure the tow bar is securely attached.
3. Check Fluid Levels: Ensure that all fluid levels are adequate, particularly transmission fluid.
4. Disconnect the Battery: If necessary, disconnect the battery to prevent drainage while towing.
5. Shift to Neutral: Make sure the vehicle is in neutral and the ignition is off.

Post-Towing Checks

After towing, it's essential to perform checks before hitting the road again:

- Inspect the tow bar and safety cables for any signs of wear.
- Check tire pressure on the dinghy.
- Ensure all lights are functioning correctly.

Safety Considerations for Dinghy Towing

Safety should always be your top priority when dinghy towing. Here are some key considerations.

Driving Tips

1. Practice Maneuvering: Before hitting the road, practice turning and stopping while towing to get a
feel for how the RV handles with the dinghy.
2. Monitor Speed: Keep your speed within legal limits and be aware that stopping distances will be
longer.
3. Be Aware of Weight Distribution: Ensure that your RV is loaded evenly to avoid swaying or
instability.

Legal Considerations

1. Check State Laws: Different states have varying regulations regarding dinghy towing. Always verify
the requirements before your trip.
2. Insurance Coverage: Ensure your dinghy vehicle is covered under your RV insurance policy or has a
separate policy.

Maintenance of Your Dinghy and Towing Equipment

Proper maintenance is crucial for the longevity and safety of your towing setup.



Regular Maintenance Checks

- Inspect Tow Bar and Base Plate: Regularly check for rust, wear, or damage.
- Brake System Functionality: Ensure the supplemental braking system is functioning as intended.
- Light Connections: Periodically test the wiring and connections for any issues.

Vehicle Maintenance

- Regular Fluid Checks: Keep an eye on fluid levels and change them as necessary.
- Tire Maintenance: Regularly check tire pressure and tread depth to ensure safe towing.

Conclusion

The Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide serves as a comprehensive resource for RV owners looking to
enhance their travel experience by towing a vehicle. By understanding the benefits, choosing the
right vehicle, ensuring proper equipment, and adhering to safety considerations, you can enjoy the
convenience of dinghy towing. With careful planning and preparation, your next adventure can be as
smooth and enjoyable as possible. Happy travels!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide?
The Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide is a comprehensive resource that provides RV owners with
detailed information on which vehicles are safe and compatible for flat towing behind RVs.

How does the Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide help RV
owners?
The guide helps RV owners by listing vehicles that are approved for dinghy towing, along with
instructions on how to properly tow them to avoid damage and ensure safe travel.

Are there any costs associated with accessing the Good Sam
Dinghy Towing Guide?
Yes, the Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide is typically available for purchase, but Good Sam members
may receive discounts or access as part of their membership benefits.

What factors should I consider when choosing a vehicle for



dinghy towing?
When choosing a vehicle for dinghy towing, consider the vehicle's weight, towing capacity of your RV,
the vehicle's transmission type, and whether it is listed in the Good Sam guide as towable.

Is there a difference between dinghy towing and other types
of towing?
Yes, dinghy towing refers specifically to towing a vehicle behind an RV with all four wheels on the
ground, while other types of towing may involve using a trailer or dolly.

Can I find towing instructions for my specific vehicle in the
Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide?
Yes, the guide includes specific towing instructions for many vehicles, detailing the necessary steps to
prepare the vehicle for safe flat towing.

How often is the Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide updated?
The Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide is updated annually to reflect new vehicle models, changes in
towing specifications, and updated manufacturer recommendations.
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