gourevitch we wish to inform you

gourevitch we wish to inform you is a poignant phrase that encapsulates the essence of
Philip Gourevitch’s compelling narrative on the Rwandan Genocide as presented in his
acclaimed book "We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With Our
Families." This article delves into the critical themes, insights, and historical context of
Gourevitch's work, highlighting how it serves as a significant reflection on human rights,
memory, and responsibility in the face of atrocity. Additionally, we will explore the impact
of the book on literature and society, the author's perspective, and the ongoing relevance
of its themes in today's world. Through this examination, we aim to provide a
comprehensive understanding of Gourevitch's contributions to the discourse surrounding
genocide and humanitarian crises.
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Understanding the Rwandan Genocide

The Rwandan Genocide, which occurred in 1994, stands as one of the most harrowing
events in modern history. Over the span of approximately 100 days, it is estimated that
around 800,000 Tutsi and moderate Hutu were systematically killed. This massacre was
fueled by longstanding ethnic tensions and political power struggles in Rwanda.
Gourevitch's exploration of this dark chapter is paramount, as he unravels the complexities
of the conflict and the factors that led to such extreme violence.

The Historical Context

To fully grasp the Rwandan Genocide, it is essential to understand the historical
background that shaped the nation. Rwanda was colonized by Germany and later by
Belgium, which exacerbated ethnic divisions between the Hutu and Tutsi populations.
Colonial policies favored the Tutsi minority, sowing seeds of resentment among the Hutu



majority. This historical context of division laid the groundwork for the eventual outbreak of
violence.

The Events of the Genocide

The genocide was triggered by the assassination of Rwandan President Juvénal
Habyarimana on April 6, 1994. In the ensuing chaos, extremist Hutu factions mobilized to
eliminate the Tutsi population. Gourevitch meticulously details the events, emphasizing the
role of propaganda, the failure of international intervention, and the harrowing personal
stories of survivors. His narrative not only recounts the atrocities but also humanizes the
victims and the survivors, lending a face to the statistics.

Gourevitch's Narrative Style

Philip Gourevitch’s writing style in "We Wish to Inform You" is characterized by its
journalistic clarity and emotional depth. He combines rigorous research with personal
anecdotes and testimonies, creating a powerful tapestry that conveys the horror of the
genocide while also reflecting on broader themes of humanity and morality.

First-Person Accounts

One of the most striking aspects of Gourevitch’s work is his incorporation of first-person
narratives from survivors and witnesses. These accounts provide a visceral connection to
the events, allowing readers to engage with the material on a deeper level. By sharing
these stories, Gourevitch highlights the personal impact of the genocide, illustrating how it
reshaped lives and communities.

Descriptive and Evocative Language

Gourevitch employs descriptive and evocative language to draw readers into the emotional
landscape of Rwanda during and after the genocide. His ability to articulate the horror and
despair faced by the victims is matched by his exploration of resilience and hope among
survivors. This duality enhances the reader's engagement with the text and underscores
the complexity of human experience in the face of tragedy.

Thematic Exploration in "We Wish to Inform You"

The book delves into several key themes that resonate deeply with readers, prompting
reflection on ethical responsibilities and the nature of humanity. Gourevitch addresses



themes of memory, the role of the international community, and the moral implications of
inaction in the face of genocide.

Memory and Remembrance

Memory plays a critical role in Gourevitch’s narrative. He emphasizes the importance of
remembering the genocide, not just as a historical event but as a continuous moral
obligation. By sharing stories of survivors and the lingering effects of trauma, he urges
readers to confront the past and acknowledge its impact on present and future generations.

International Responsibility

Another significant theme in Gourevitch's work is the examination of international inaction
during the genocide. He critiques the failure of the global community to intervene and stop
the atrocities, raising important questions about humanitarian responsibility. This theme
challenges readers to consider their own roles in advocating for human rights and
preventing future atrocities.

Impact and Reception of Gourevitch's Work

"We Wish to Inform You" has received widespread acclaim for its powerful storytelling and
insightful analysis. The book has been recognized not only for its literary merit but also for
its contribution to the discourse on genocide and human rights. Critics have praised
Gourevitch for his ability to blend journalistic rigor with literary artistry, making complex
issues accessible to a broader audience.

Award Recognition

The book has won several prestigious awards, including the George Polk Award for Foreign
Reporting and the Los Angeles Times Book Prize. These accolades reflect its significance in
both literary and journalistic circles, solidifying Gourevitch's position as a leading voice in
discussions about genocide and memory.

Influence on Literature and Human Rights Discourse

Gourevitch’s work has influenced a generation of writers and activists, inspiring them to
engage with issues of injustice and human rights. His narrative has encouraged a deeper
exploration of the ethical responsibilities of individuals and nations in preventing atrocities,
fostering a dialogue that extends beyond Rwanda to other global contexts.



Contemporary Relevance of the Themes

The themes explored in Gourevitch's book remain relevant today as the world continues to
grapple with issues of genocide, ethnic conflict, and humanitarian crises. The ongoing
struggles in various regions underscore the necessity of remembering past atrocities and
advocating for human rights.

Lessons for Future Generations

By examining the lessons of the Rwandan Genocide, contemporary society can better
understand the importance of vigilance and action in the face of injustice. Gourevitch’s
work serves as a reminder that silence and inaction can have devastating consequences,
urging individuals to speak out and act against oppression.

The Role of Education and Awareness

Education plays a crucial role in preventing future atrocities. By integrating the lessons of
the Rwandan Genocide into educational curricula and public discourse, societies can foster
a culture of awareness and responsibility. Gourevitch’s narrative serves as an essential
resource for educators, activists, and policymakers committed to promoting human rights
and preventing genocide.

Conclusion

Philip Gourevitch’s "We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With Our
Families" offers a profound exploration of the Rwandan Genocide, blending personal
narratives with critical analysis. His work challenges readers to confront the complexities of
memory, responsibility, and the human capacity for both violence and resilience. As we
reflect on the lessons of the past and their implications for the future, Gourevitch’s
narrative remains a crucial text for understanding the ongoing struggle for human rights
and justice in a world that continues to face similar challenges.

Q: What is the main focus of Philip Gourevitch's book?

A: The main focus of Philip Gourevitch's book, "We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We
Will Be Killed With Our Families," is the Rwandan Genocide of 1994, examining the events
leading up to the massacre, the experiences of survivors, and the broader implications for
humanity and international responsibility.



Q: How does Gourevitch incorporate personal narratives
into his work?

A: Gourevitch incorporates personal narratives by including first-hand accounts from
survivors and witnesses of the genocide. This approach humanizes the statistics and allows
readers to connect emotionally with the experiences of those affected by the atrocities.

Q: What themes are explored in "We Wish to Inform
You"?

A: The book explores several themes, including memory and remembrance, the
responsibility of the international community, the impact of propaganda, and the moral
implications of inaction during humanitarian crises.

Q: Why is the book considered significant in discussions
about genocide?

A: The book is considered significant because it not only documents the events of the
Rwandan Genocide but also provides critical insights into the factors that contribute to such
atrocities. It challenges readers to confront their own responsibilities regarding human
rights and prevention of future genocides.

Q: What impact has Gourevitch's work had on literature
and activism?

A: Gourevitch's work has influenced a generation of writers and activists by raising
awareness about genocide and human rights issues. It has inspired discussions about the
moral responsibilities of individuals and nations in preventing atrocities and advocating for
justice.

Q: How does Gourevitch address the theme of
international inaction?

A: Gourevitch addresses the theme of international inaction by critiquing the failure of the
global community to intervene during the Rwandan Genocide. He highlights the
consequences of this inaction and calls for a reevaluation of humanitarian responsibilities.

Q: What lessons can be drawn from the Rwandan
Genocide as discussed in the book?

A: Lessons drawn from the Rwandan Genocide include the importance of remembering past
atrocities, the need for vigilance against hatred and violence, and the necessity of taking



action to prevent future genocides. The book emphasizes the role of education and
awareness in fostering a culture of human rights.

Q: How does "We Wish to Inform You" remain relevant
today?

A: The book remains relevant today as the world continues to face challenges related to
genocide and ethnic conflict. Its themes resonate in contemporary discussions about
human rights, responsibility, and the ongoing need for advocacy against injustice.

Q: What role does education play in preventing future
atrocities?

A: Education plays a crucial role in preventing future atrocities by informing individuals
about the historical context of genocides, fostering awareness of human rights issues, and
encouraging active engagement in advocacy and prevention efforts.
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