
governor of texas history

Governor of Texas history is a rich tapestry woven from the threads of exploration, independence, and

political evolution. The role of the governor has been pivotal in shaping the policies, laws, and overall

direction of one of the largest and most influential states in the United States. From its early days as

part of Mexico to its time as an independent republic and eventually as a state in the union, the

position of governor has been crucial in guiding Texas through its numerous transformations. This

article will delve into the historical context, notable governors, their achievements, and the evolution of

the office itself.

Early History of Texas Governance

The governance of Texas can be traced back to its early days under Spanish rule. Texas was part of

the Spanish Empire, and local governance was overseen by appointed officials. The transition from

Spanish to Mexican control in the early 19th century brought about significant changes in the political

landscape.

The Era of Mexican Rule

- In 1821, Mexico gained independence from Spain, and Texas became a part of the newly formed

nation.

- The Mexican government implemented a system of land grants to encourage settlement, leading to

an influx of Anglo-American settlers.

- Tensions began to rise between the settlers and the Mexican government over issues such as land

rights, taxation, and governance.



The Road to Independence

- By the 1830s, dissatisfaction with Mexican rule culminated in the Texas Revolution.

- Key events, such as the Battle of Gonzales and the Siege of Bexar, paved the way for Texas

independence.

- In 1836, Texas declared independence from Mexico, resulting in the establishment of the Republic of

Texas.

The Republic of Texas and Its Governors

The Republic of Texas (1836-1845) had several presidents, who functioned similarly to governors,

managing the newly formed government.

Key Presidents of the Republic

1. Sam Houston (1836-1838, 1841-1844)

- A key figure in the Texas Revolution, Houston served as the first president of the Republic.

- He advocated for annexation to the United States and supported Native American rights.

2. Mirabeau B. Lamar (1838-1841)

- Lamar opposed Houston's policies and favored expansionism.

- He is known for his efforts to promote education and the establishment of a public school system.

3. Anson Jones (1844-1846)

- The last president of the Republic, Jones played a crucial role in the annexation of Texas to the

United States.

- His administration focused on diplomatic relations and economic stability.



Texas as a State in the Union

In 1845, Texas joined the United States, becoming the 28th state. The transition from a republic to a

state necessitated changes in the governance structure, including the establishment of the office of the

governor.

The First Governors of Texas

- James Pinckney Henderson (1846-1847)

- The first governor of Texas, Henderson was a former soldier and politician who faced the challenges

of integrating Texas into the United States.

- George T. Wood (1847-1849)

- His administration dealt with issues related to land grants and conflicts with Native American tribes.

- Peter H. Bell (1849-1851)

- Bell focused on internal improvements and the development of infrastructure.

Post-Civil War Governance

The Civil War (1861-1865) brought significant changes to Texas and its governance. Following the

war, Texas underwent Reconstruction, which was marked by political turmoil and social upheaval.

Reconstruction Governors

1. Edward Clark (1861-1863)



- A Confederate sympathizer, Clark governed during the Civil War and faced opposition from Unionists.

2. Andrew J. Hamilton (1865-1866)

- Appointed by President Andrew Johnson, Hamilton was a Unionist who aimed to restore order and

re-establish the state's governance.

3. E.J. Davis (1869-1874)

- A Republican, Davis's administration was controversial and faced resistance, particularly from

Democrats who opposed Reconstruction policies.

The 20th Century and Modern Governance

As Texas evolved into a major player in national politics and economics, the role of the governor also

changed. The 20th century saw the emergence of notable governors who left lasting impacts on the

state.

Notable 20th Century Governors

1. James E. Ferguson (1915-1917, 1919-1921)

- Known for his populist policies and conflicts with the University of Texas, Ferguson's administrations

were marked by controversy and political battles.

2. Miriam A. Ferguson (1925-1927, 1933-1935)

- The first female governor of Texas, she championed progressive reforms and was a strong advocate

for education.

3. John Connally (1963-1969)

- Connally, who served during the Kennedy assassination, focused on economic development and

education reform.



4. George W. Bush (1995-2000)

- Before becoming the 43rd president of the United States, Bush emphasized education reform and tax

cuts during his tenure as governor.

Governorship in the 21st Century

The 21st century has witnessed significant developments in Texas governance, characterized by both

challenges and achievements.

Recent Governors

1. Rick Perry (2000-2015)

- Perry, the longest-serving governor in Texas history, focused on economic growth, tax cuts, and job

creation.

- His tenure was marked by controversial stances on social issues, particularly regarding education

and healthcare.

2. Greg Abbott (2015-present)

- Abbott has faced various challenges, including responses to natural disasters, immigration policies,

and public health crises.

- His administration has been noteworthy for its focus on conservative policies and efforts to maintain

Texas's economic strength.

Conclusion

The history of the governor of Texas reflects the broader narrative of the state itself—filled with

challenges, triumphs, and transformations. From the days of independence to its current status as a



leading state in the union, the office of the governor has been central to Texas's identity and

governance. As the state continues to evolve, the role of the governor will undoubtedly adapt to meet

new challenges, ensuring that Texas remains a significant player on both the national and global

stage. Through the lens of its governors, one can appreciate the complexity and dynamism of Texas's

political landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first governor of Texas after it became a state in 1845?

James Pinckney Henderson was the first governor of Texas after it joined the Union in 1845.

What significant event did Governor Sam Houston face during his

term?

Governor Sam Houston faced the secession of Texas from the Union during the Civil War, which led

to his removal from office in 1861.

Which Texas governor is known for the longest continuous service?

Rick Perry holds the record for the longest continuous service as governor of Texas, serving from

2000 to 2015.

What role did Governor Ann Richards play in Texas politics?

Ann Richards, serving as governor from 1991 to 1995, was a pioneering female politician known for

her strong advocacy for women's rights and education.

Who was the first Hispanic governor of Texas?

The first Hispanic governor of Texas was Greg Abbott, who has served since 2015, although he is not

of Hispanic descent. The first Hispanic governor was Manuel de la Garza in the 19th century, but he



served under a different political structure.

What major policy did Governor George W. Bush implement during his

tenure?

Governor George W. Bush, who served from 1995 to 2000, implemented significant education reform

policies, including the Texas Assessment of Academic Skills (TAAS) testing program.

Which governor of Texas served during the Great Depression?

Governor Miriam A. Ferguson, who served two non-consecutive terms in the 1920s and 1930s, dealt

with the challenges of the Great Depression, implementing relief measures for the impoverished.
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