GRANTS FOR EQUINE THERAPY PROGRAMS 2023

GRANTS FOR EQUINE THERAPY PROGRAMS 2023 ARE INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT AS THEY PROVIDE VITAL FUNDING FOR
ORGANIZATIONS THAT UTILIZE HORSES IN THERAPEUTIC SETTINGS. AS AWARENESS OF THE BENEFITS OF EQUINE THERAPY
CONTINUES TO GROW, SO DOES THE DEMAND FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE VARIOUS GRANTS
AVAILABLE FOR EQUINE THERAPY PROGRAMS IN 2023, OUTLINING THEIR SIGNIFICANCE, ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, AND
APPLICATION PROCESSES. W/E WILL EXPLORE DIFFERENT TYPES OF FUNDING SOURCES, HIGHLIGHT SPECIFIC GRANTS CURRENTLY
AVAILABLE, AND PROVIDE TIPS FOR SUCCESSFULLY SECURING FUNDING FOR THESE IMPACTFUL PROGRAMS. BY THE END OF THIS
GUIDE, READERS WILL HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF HOW TO NAVIGATE THE LANDSCAPE OF GRANTS FOR EQUINE
THERAPY PROGRAMS THIS YEAR.
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UNDERSTANDING EQUINE THERAPY

EQUINE THERAPY, ALSO KNOWN AS EQUINE-ASSISTED THERAPY, INVOLVES THERAPEUTIC INTERVENTIONS THAT INCLUDE HORSES
TO PROMOTE EMOTIONAL, PHYSICAL, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL HEALING. [T IS WIDELY RECOGNIZED FOR ITS BENEFITS IN TREATING
VARIOUS CONDITIONS, INCLUDING PTSD, ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS. THE INTERACTION WITH
HORSES CAN FOSTER A SENSE OF TRUST, IMPROVE COMMUNICATION SKILLS, AND ENHANCE EMOTIONAL REGULATION.

EQUINE THERAPY PROGRAMS OFTEN INCORPORATE ACTIVITIES SUCH AS RIDING, GROOMING, AND CARING FOR HORSES, WHICH CAN
BE PARTICULARLY BENEFICIAL FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES OR THOSE SEEKING REHABILITATION. THE GROWING BODY OF
RESEARCH SUPPORTING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THESE PROGRAMS HAS LED TO AN INCREASE IN DEMAND, THEREBY NECESSITATING
ADDITIONAL FUNDING TO MAINTAIN AND EXPAND THESE SERVICES.

THE IMPORTANCE OF GRANTS FOR EQUINE THERAPY

GRANTS PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE SUSTAINABILITY AND GROWTH OF EQUINE THERAPY PROGRAMS. THEY PROVIDE THE
FINANCIAL RESOURCES NECESSARY TO COVER EXPENSES SUCH AS FACILITY MAINTENANCE, HORSE CARE, STAFFING, AND PROGRAM
DEVELOPMENT. W/ ITHOUT GRANTS, MANY PROGRAMS MAY STRUGGLE TO OPERATE OR EXPAND THEIR SERVICES TO UNDERSERVED
POPULATIONS.

IN 2023/ THE LANDSCAPE OF FUNDING FOR EQUINE THERAPY HAS BECOME MORE COMPETITIVE, WITH VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
AND FOUNDATIONS RECOGNIZING THE THERAPEUTIC VALUE OF THESE PROGRAMS. AS A RESULT, THERE IS A PRESSING NEED FOR
APPLICANTS TO BE WELL-INFORMED AND PREPARED TO NAVIGATE THE GRANT APPLICATION PROCESS EFFECTIVELY.



TyPeES oF GRANTS AVAILABLE IN 2023

THERE ARE SEVERAL TYPES OF GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR EQUINE THERAPY PROGRAMS IN 2023, EACH CATERING TO DIFFERENT
FUNDING NEEDS AND PROJECT SCOPES. UNDERSTANDING THESE TYPES CAN HELP ORGANIZATIONS IDENTIFY THE MOST SUITABLE
OPPORTUNITIES.

FebperaL GRANTS

FEDERAL GRANTS ARE OFTEN PROVIDED BY GOVERNMENT AGENCIES SUCH AS THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
(HHS) or THE DePARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (USDA). THESE GRANTS TYPICALLY SUPPORT LARGER-SCALE INITIATIVES AND
MAY REQUIRE EXTENSIVE REPORTING AND COMPLIANCE.

STATE GRANTS

STATE GOVERNMENTS ALSO OFFER GRANTS THAT CAN ASSIST LOCAL EQUINE THERAPY PROGRAMS. THESE GRANTS MAY FOCUS
ON COMMUNITY HEALTH, REHABILITATION, OR EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES, MAKING THEM AN EXCELLENT OPTION FOR PROGRAMS
AIMING TO SERVE SPECIFIC POPULATIONS WITHIN A STATE.

PrIVATE FOUNDATIONS AND NON-PROFITS

MANY PRIVATE FOUNDATIONS AND NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDE GRANTS SPECIFICALLY TARGETED AT EQUINE THERAPY.
THESE GRANTS OFTEN FOCUS ON INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS OR THOSE SERVING UNDERPRIVILEGED COMMUNITIES. ORGANIZATIONS
LIKE THE HORSE INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION AND LOCAL EQUINE THERAPY ASSOCIATIONS FREQUENTLY OFFER FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES.

ToP GRANTS FOR EQUINE THERAPY PROGRAMS

SEVERAL NOTABLE GRANTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR EQUINE THERAPY PROGRAMS IN 202 3. UNDERSTANDING THESE OPTIONS CAN
HELP ORGANIZATIONS SECURE CRUCIAL FUNDING.

e EQUINE THERAPY GRANT PROGRAM: THIS PROGRAM OFFERS FUNDING TO PROGRAMS THAT DEMONSTRATE EFFECTIVE
THERAPEUTIC OUTCOMES. APPLICATIONS TYPICALLY REQUIRE EVIDENCE OF THE PROGRAM'S IMPACT ON PARTICIPANTS.

o CoMMUNITY DevVELOPMENT BLock GRANT (CDBG): OFFERED BY VARIOUS STATE AGENCIES, CDBG FUNDS CAN BE
UTILIZED FOR COMMUNITY-BASED PROJECTS, INCLUDING EQUINE THERAPY PROGRAMS FOR LOW -INCOME INDIVIDUALS.

* VETERANS AFFAIRS GRANTS: MANY GRANTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR PROGRAMS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED TO ASSIST
VETERANS THROUGH EQUINE THERAPY. THESE GRANTS OFTEN PRIORITIZE PROGRAMS THAT DEMONSTRATE MEASURABLE
OUTCOMES IN MENTAL HEALTH IMPROVEMENT.

o LocAL BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP GRANTS: SOME LOCAL BUSINESSES PROVIDE SPONSORSHIPS OR GRANTS TO
COMMUNITY-BASED PROGRAMS. THESE GRANTS CAN VARY WIDELY IN AMOUNT AND ARE OFTEN LESS FORMAL THAN
GOVERNMENT GRANTS.



How To APPLY FOR GRANTS

APPLYING FOR GRANTS REQUIRES METICULOUS PREPARATION AND ATTENTION TO DETAIL. ORGANIZATIONS MUST BE READY TO
PRESENT A COMPELLING CASE FOR FUNDING, INCLUDING CLEAR OBJECTIVES, EXPECTED OUTCOMES, AND A DETAILED BUDGET.

RESEARCHING FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

THE FIRST STEP IN THE APPLICATION PROCESS IS TO IDENTIFY POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES. ORGANIZATIONS SHOULD UTILIZE
ONLINE DATABASES, GOVERNMENT WEBSITES, AND FOUNDATION DIRECTORIES TO COMPILE A LIST OF RELEVANT GRANTS.

PREPARING THE APPLICATION

ONCE SUITABLE GRANTS HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED, ORGANIZATIONS SHOULD PREPARE THEIR APPLICATIONS CAREFULLY. THis
TYPICALLY INVOLVES:

® \WRITING A CLEAR PROJECT NARRATIVE THAT OUTLINES THE PROGRAM'S GOALS AND OBJECTIVES.

PROVIDING A DETAILED BUDGET THAT EXPLAINS HOW FUNDS WILL BE USED.

¢ NCLUDING DATA AND EVIDENCE SUPPORTING THE PROGRAM’S EFFECTIVENESS.

o GATHERING LETTERS OF SUPPORT FROM COMMUNITY LEADERS OR STAKEHOLDERS.

Tips FOrR SuccessrFUL GRANT APPLICATIONS

SECURING A GRANT CAN BE HIGHLY COMPETITIVE. TO IMPROVE THE CHANCES OF SUCCESS, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING TIPS:

* Be CLEAR AND CONCISE: ENSURE THAT ALL WRITTEN MATERIALS ARE CLEAR AND TO THE POINT. REVIEWERS SHOULD
EASILY UNDERSTAND THE PROJECT AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE.

o DEMONSTRATE IMPACT: PROVIDE DATA OR CASE STUDIES THAT ILLUSTRATE THE PROGRAM’'S POSITIVE IMPACT ON
PARTICIPANTS. HIGHLIGHTING MEASURABLE OUTCOMES CAN STRENGTHEN THE APPLICATION.

o FoLLow GUIDELINES: ADHERE STRICTLY TO THE APPLICATION GUIDELINES PROVIDED BY THE FUNDING ORGANIZATION.
MISSING DOCUMENTATION OR FAILING TO FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS CAN DISQUALIFY AN APPLICATION.

® ENGAGE STAKEHOLDERS: INVOLVE STAKEHOLDERS IN THE APPLICATION PROCESS. THEIR INSIGHTS AND SUPPORT CAN
ENHANCE THE APPLICATION AND DEMONSTRATE COMMUNITY BACKING.

FUTURE TRENDS IN GRANT FUNDING FOR EQUINE THERAPY

THE FUTURE OF GRANT FUNDING FOR EQUINE THERAPY PROGRAMS APPEARS PROMISING AS AW ARENESS OF MENTAL HEALTH



ISSUES AND ALTERNATIVE THERAPIES CONTINUES TO RISE. INCREASED COLLABORATION BETWEEN EQUINE THERAPY PROVIDERS
AND HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS MAY LEAD TO MORE FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES TAILORED TO SPECIFIC POPULATIONS.

ADDITIONALLY, AS THE DEMAND FOR EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES GROWS, PROGRAMS THAT CAN DEMONSTRATE MEASURABLE
OUTCOMES WILL LIKELY ATTRACT MORE ATTENTION FROM FUNDING SOURCES. ORGANIZATIONS SHOULD STAY INFORMED ABOUT
EMERGING TRENDS AND ADAPT THEIR PROGRAMS TO ALIGN WITH THE EVOLVING LANDSCAPE OF MENTAL HEALTH AND THERAPY
FUNDING.

FAQ

Q: WHAT ARE THE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR GRANTS FOR EQUINE THERAPY
PROGRAMS IN 2023°

A: ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS VARY BY GRANT BUT GENERALLY INCLUDE BEING A REGISTERED NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION,
DEMONSTRATING A CLEAR THERAPEUTIC PROGRAM, AND PROVIDING EVIDENCE OF COMMUNITY IMPACT.

QZ How CAN | FIND GRANTS SPECIFICALLY FOR EQUINE THERAPY PROGRAMS?

A: ORGANIZATIONS CAN SEARCH ONLINE DATABASES, GOVERNMENT GRANT PORTALS, AND PRIVATE FOUNDATION WEBSITES FOR
LISTINGS OF AVAILABLE GRANTS TAILORED TO EQUINE THERAPY.

Q: ARE THERE GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR EQUINE THERAPY PROGRAMS SERVING
VETERANS?

A: YES, MANY GRANTS SPECIFICALLY TARGET PROGRAMS THAT SUPPORT VETERANS THROUGH EQUINE THERAPY , FOCUSING ON
MENTAL HEALTH AND REHABILITATION OUTCOMES.

Q: WHAT TYPES OF EXPENSES CAN GRANT FUNDING COVER FOR EQUINE THERAPY
PROGRAMS?

A: GRANT FUNDING CAN COVER A RANGE OF EXPENSES, INCLUDING FACILITY COSTS, HORSE CARE, STAFF SALARIES, EQUIPMENT,
AND PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT.

Q: How IMPORTANT IS IT TO DEMONSTRATE PROGRAM OUTCOMES IN GRANT
APPLICATIONS?

A: DEMONSTRATING CLEAR PROGRAM OUTCOMES IS CRUCIAL AS IT SHOWS POTENTIAL FUNDERS THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE
PROGRAM AND ITS IMPACT ON PARTICIPANTS.

QZ CAN PRIVATE BUSINESSES PROVIDE GRANTS FOR EQUINE THERAPY PROGRAMS?

A: YES/ LOCAL BUSINESSES OFTEN PROVIDE SPONSORSHIPS OR GRANTS TO COMMUNITY INITIATIVES, INCLUDING EQUINE THERAPY
PROGRAMS, ESPECIALLY THOSE THAT BENEFIT LOCAL RESIDENTS.

Q: \WHAT RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE FOR WRITING SUCCESSFUL GRANT PROPOSALS?

A: NUMEROUS RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE, INCLUDING GRANT WRITING \WORKSHOPS, ONLINE COURSES, AND GUIDES PROVIDED BY



FOUNDATIONS AND GRANT~-MAKING ORGANIZATIONS.

Q: How CcAN | INCREASE MY CHANCES OF RECEIVING A GRANT FOR MY EQUINE THERAPY
PROGRAM?

A: TO INCREASE YOUR CHANCES, ENSURE THAT YOUR APPLICATION IS CLEAR, DATA-DRIVEN, AND ALIGNS WITH THE FUNDER'S
GOALS. ENGAGING COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDERS CAN ALSO ENHANCE YOUR PROPOSAL.

Q: ARE THERE SPECIFIC DEADLINES FOR GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR EQUINE THERAPY IN
2023¢

A: YES, EACH GRANT HAS ITS OWN DEADLINES, WHICH CAN TYPICALLY BE FOUND ON THE FUNDING ORGANIZATION'S WEBSITE.
IT'S ESSENTIAL TO KEEP TRACK OF THESE DATES TO ENSURE TIMELY SUBMISSION.

Q: WHAT IS THE ROLE OF COMMUNITY SUPPORT IN SECURING GRANTS FOR EQUINE
THERAPY?

A: COMMUNITY SUPPORT CAN SIGNIFICANTLY BOLSTER A GRANT APPLICATION, DEMONSTRATING TO FUNDERS THAT THERE IS
LOCAL INTEREST AND BACKING FOR THE PROGRAM, WHICH CAN ENHANCE CREDIBILITY.
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