gre psychology study guide

gre psychology study guide is an essential resource for students preparing for the Graduate
Record Examination (GRE) in psychology. This guide is designed to provide comprehensive insights
into the structure of the exam, key topics covered, effective study strategies, and a variety of
resources to aid your preparation. By understanding the GRE's format and content areas, you can
optimize your study efforts and improve your chances of achieving a high score. This article will delve
into the main components of the GRE psychology exam, outline effective study techniques, and
present useful resources, ensuring you are well-prepared for this important assessment.
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Understanding the GRE Psychology Exam

The GRE Psychology Subject Test is a standardized assessment that evaluates knowledge and
understanding of psychology at an undergraduate level. It is an important component for admission
into many graduate programs in psychology. The exam consists of approximately 205 multiple-choice
guestions that cover a range of topics relevant to the field. The total testing time is about 2 hours and
50 minutes, allowing students to showcase their proficiency in various psychological concepts.

It is crucial to familiarize yourself with the test structure, as it can significantly affect your preparation
strategy. The GRE Psychology exam is divided into several sections, each focusing on different areas
of psychology. Understanding the weighting of each content area can help you prioritize your study
efforts effectively.

Key Content Areas Covered in the Exam

The GRE Psychology exam assesses knowledge across several key areas in psychology. Familiarizing
yourself with these areas is essential to focus your study efforts efficiently. Here are the main content
areas included in the exam:

e Biological Psychology: This section covers the biological bases of behavior, including
neuroscience, psychopharmacology, and the role of genetics.

e Developmental Psychology: Questions in this area focus on human development stages,
theories of development, and the psychological impact of aging.



* Cognitive Psychology: This segment includes topics such as perception, memory, language,
and problem-solving.

» Social Psychology: This area encompasses topics like group behavior, social perception, and
interpersonal relationships.

« Clinical Psychology: Questions may cover mental health disorders, therapeutic approaches,
and the history of psychology.

* Measurement and Research Methods: This section evaluates understanding of research
design, statistics, and ethical considerations in psychological research.

Each of these content areas is weighted differently, so it is important to allocate your study time
accordingly. For instance, biological psychology and social psychology often hold a larger proportion
of the questions, making them critical areas to master.

Effective Study Strategies for the GRE Psychology
Exam

Preparing for the GRE Psychology exam requires a structured study approach. Here are some
effective study strategies to enhance your preparation:

Create a Study Schedule

Establishing a study schedule that allocates time to each content area can help ensure
comprehensive preparation. Set specific goals for each study session and stick to your timeline as
closely as possible.

Utilize Practice Tests

Taking practice tests is one of the most effective ways to prepare for the GRE Psychology exam.
These tests mimic the format and timing of the actual exam, helping you become familiar with
question types and pacing. Analyze your performance on practice tests to identify areas needing
improvement.

Engage in Active Learning

Active learning techniques, such as summarizing topics in your own words, teaching concepts to
others, or using flashcards, can enhance retention of material. Consider forming study groups to
discuss and review key concepts with peers.

Review Test-Taking Strategies

Familiarize yourself with effective test-taking strategies, such as eliminating clearly wrong answers
and managing your time wisely during the exam. Practice these strategies during mock tests to
enhance your confidence.



Recommended Study Resources

There are numerous resources available to aid your preparation for the GRE Psychology exam. Here
are some highly recommended options:

» Official GRE Study Guide: This comprehensive guide from ETS provides practice questions
and detailed explanations of the content covered on the exam.

* Psychology Review Books: Look for review books specifically designed for the GRE
Psychology exam, which cover key concepts and provide practice questions.

¢ Online Courses and Webinars: Various platforms offer courses tailored to GRE Psychology
preparation, often including video lectures and interactive quizzes.

e Flashcards: Utilizing flashcards can be an effective way to memorize key terms and concepts,
especially for content-heavy areas like biological psychology.

e Study Apps: Consider downloading study apps that offer practice questions and flashcards for
on-the-go learning.

By utilizing a combination of these resources, you can create a well-rounded study plan that
addresses all aspects of the GRE Psychology exam.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the format of the GRE Psychology exam?

A: The GRE Psychology exam consists of approximately 205 multiple-choice questions. The test is
administered in a computer-based format and lasts about 2 hours and 50 minutes. The questions
cover various topics in psychology, including biological, developmental, cognitive, social, clinical
psychology, and measurement and research methods.

Q: How should I prioritize my study topics for the GRE
Psychology exam?

A: It is important to analyze the weight of each content area on the exam. Focus on biological
psychology and social psychology, as they typically comprise a larger percentage of the questions.
Create a study schedule that allocates more time to these areas while still ensuring a balanced review
of all topics.

Q: Are there any specific study materials recommended for
the GRE Psychology exam?

A: Yes, highly recommended materials include the official GRE Study Guide from ETS, psychology
review books tailored for the GRE, online courses, flashcard sets, and study apps. These resources



provide comprehensive coverage of the key concepts and practice questions.

Q: How can practice tests help in my GRE Psychology exam
preparation?

A: Practice tests are invaluable for familiarizing yourself with the exam format and timing. They help
you identify strengths and weaknesses in your knowledge, allowing you to focus your study efforts
more effectively. Additionally, they enhance your confidence and test-taking skills.

Q: How much time should | dedicate to studying for the GRE
Psychology exam?

A: The amount of study time varies depending on your current knowledge level and familiarity with
the material. However, a common recommendation is to dedicate at least 4 to 6 weeks of focused
study, with several hours each week spent on review, practice tests, and active learning strategies.

Q: What strategies can | use to manage my time during the
GRE Psychology exam?

A: To manage your time effectively, practice pacing yourself during mock tests. Allocate a specific
amount of time per question and avoid spending too long on any single item. If you encounter a
challenging question, consider skipping it and returning to it later if time permits.

Q: Can | use a calculator during the GRE Psychology exam?

A: No, calculators are not permitted during the GRE Psychology exam. However, the questions do not
typically require complex calculations, and you can solve any necessary arithmetic manually.

Q: What should I do if | have test anxiety before the GRE
Psychology exam?

A: To reduce test anxiety, practice relaxation techniques such as deep breathing, visualization, and
positive affirmations. Additionally, thorough preparation and familiarity with the exam format can
boost your confidence and reduce anxiety levels.

Q: Is there a specific score | need to achieve on the GRE
Psychology exam for graduate school admission?

A: The required GRE score varies by graduate program and institution. Research the programs you
are interested in to determine their average accepted scores and set your target accordingly. Aim to
score above the average to enhance your chances of admission.
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