
great gatsby character worksheet answers

great gatsby character worksheet answers are essential tools for students and educators seeking to

dive deeper into F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel, "The Great Gatsby." These worksheets often serve

as a guide to understanding the complexities of the characters, their motivations, and their

relationships within the story. By analyzing character traits and dynamics, readers can gain insights

into the themes of social class, ambition, and the American Dream that permeate the novel. This

article will provide an extensive overview of the main characters, along with their key traits and roles in

the narrative. Additionally, it will discuss the significance of these characters and how they contribute

to the overarching themes of the book.

Following this introduction, readers will find a comprehensive table of contents that outlines the major

sections of this article.
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Character Overview

Understanding the characters in "The Great Gatsby" is crucial for grasping the novel's intricate plot and



themes. Each character is crafted with specific traits that serve to reflect the societal values and moral

dilemmas of the 1920s. The interplay between these characters not only drives the narrative forward

but also highlights the pursuit of the American Dream and its often illusory nature. In this section, we

will provide a general overview of the main characters, setting the stage for a more detailed

examination.

Key Characters in The Great Gatsby

The Great Gatsby features a range of characters that embody various aspects of the American

experience during the Jazz Age. Below are the primary characters that readers should be familiar with:

Jay Gatsby: The enigmatic protagonist known for his extravagant parties and unyielding love for

Daisy Buchanan.

Daisy Buchanan: Gatsby's love interest, whose charm and beauty are overshadowed by her

shallow nature and materialism.

Nick Carraway: The novel's narrator and Gatsby's neighbor, who provides insight into the lives of

the wealthy elite.

Tom Buchanan: Daisy's husband, a wealthy and arrogant man who represents the old money

aristocracy.

Jordan Baker: A professional golfer and Daisy's friend, who embodies the modern woman of the

1920s.

Myrtle Wilson: Tom's mistress, who seeks to escape her lower-class existence through her affair

with Tom.

George Wilson: Myrtle's husband, a struggling mechanic who becomes entwined in the tragic



events of the novel.

Each of these characters contributes significantly to the themes of love, wealth, and disillusionment

that define the narrative. Their interactions and conflicts illuminate the complexities of human

relationships and the sometimes destructive nature of ambition.

Character Analysis and Traits

Delving deeper into each character's traits and motivations can provide valuable insights for students

completing great gatsby character worksheets. Below, we will analyze the key characters, discussing

their complexities and relevance to the story's themes.

Jay Gatsby

Gatsby is a self-made millionaire who epitomizes the American Dream. His lavish lifestyle and

extravagant parties mask a deep-seated longing for love and acceptance, particularly in his quest to

win back Daisy. Gatsby's character is marked by:

Hopefulness: Gatsby embodies the idea of hope, as he tirelessly pursues his dreams despite the

odds.

Idealism: He idealizes Daisy, creating a romanticized version of her that ultimately leads to his

downfall.

Isolation: Despite his wealth, Gatsby experiences profound loneliness, reflecting the emptiness

of the American Dream.



Daisy Buchanan

Daisy is portrayed as a beautiful but shallow character, often torn between her love for Gatsby and her

loyalty to Tom. Her traits include:

Materialism: Daisy is deeply influenced by wealth and status, often prioritizing them over

genuine emotions.

Fragility: She is depicted as emotionally fragile, unable to cope with the realities of her life.

Conflicted Loyalty: Her internal conflict between her feelings for Gatsby and her marriage to Tom

adds to her complexity.

Nick Carraway

As the narrator, Nick serves as a moral compass throughout the novel. His character traits

encompass:

Observational: Nick's keen observations allow readers to understand the societal dynamics at

play.

Judgmental: He often critiques the moral decay of the characters around him, reflecting his

Midwestern values.

Sympathetic: Nick displays empathy, particularly towards Gatsby, recognizing the tragic nature of

his aspirations.



Tom Buchanan

Tom represents the old money class and the associated arrogance. His defining traits are:

Entitlement: Tom believes he is superior due to his wealth and social status, often displaying

racist and sexist attitudes.

Violence: He exhibits aggressive behavior, particularly towards Myrtle, highlighting his

domineering nature.

Hypocrisy: Despite his infidelity, Tom expects loyalty from Daisy, showcasing his double

standards.

Jordan Baker

Jordan embodies the modern woman of the 1920s, characterized by independence and a somewhat

cynical outlook. Her traits include:

Ambitious: She is a successful golfer, representing the new opportunities available to women.

Dishonesty: Jordan's reputation for being dishonest reflects the moral ambiguity of the era.

Self-reliant: Unlike traditional women of her time, Jordan exhibits a desire for independence and

freedom.



Myrtle Wilson

Myrtle is a tragic character who seeks to escape her lower-class life through her affair with Tom. Her

characteristics are:

Aspirational: Myrtle's desire to climb the social ladder leads her to make questionable choices.

Desperate: Her actions are fueled by desperation for love and validation, ultimately leading to

her demise.

Sensuality: Myrtle's character is often associated with sensuality and physical desire, reflecting

the era's changing attitudes towards women.

George Wilson

George represents the working class and their struggles. His traits include:

Despair: George's life is marked by hopelessness, especially after Myrtle's tragic death.

Love: His deep love for Myrtle contrasts sharply with the superficial relationships of the wealthy

characters.

Revengeful: Driven by grief, George's actions in the latter part of the novel reveal his tragic

descent into vengeance.



Worksheets and Activities

To deepen understanding of the characters and their roles in "The Great Gatsby," educators often

incorporate great gatsby character worksheets into their lesson plans. These worksheets can include

various activities that encourage students to engage critically with the text. Examples of activities might

include:

Character Mapping: Create a visual representation of character relationships and traits.

Quote Analysis: Identify key quotes from characters and analyze their significance in the context

of the story.

Comparative Essays: Write essays comparing the motivations and developments of different

characters.

Creative Projects: Develop a creative project, such as a character diary or a letter from one

character to another.

These activities not only enhance comprehension but also foster a greater appreciation for Fitzgerald's

literary craftsmanship and the novel's enduring relevance.

Conclusion

In summary, great gatsby character worksheet answers provide valuable insights into the characters

that populate Fitzgerald's iconic novel. By focusing on the traits, motivations, and complexities of

characters such as Jay Gatsby, Daisy Buchanan, and Nick Carraway, readers can better understand

the themes of love, ambition, and societal critique woven throughout the narrative. Engaging with

worksheets and activities allows students and educators to explore these characters in depth,

enriching their reading experience and fostering critical thinking skills. "The Great Gatsby" remains a

powerful exploration of the human condition, and its characters continue to resonate with audiences



today.

Q: What is the purpose of great gatsby character worksheets?

A: Great Gatsby character worksheets are designed to help students analyze the traits, motivations,

and relationships of the characters in the novel. They facilitate deeper comprehension of the text and

its themes.

Q: How can character worksheets enhance understanding of the

novel?

A: Character worksheets encourage critical thinking by prompting students to engage with the

characters on a deeper level, exploring their complexities and how they contribute to the narrative's

themes.

Q: What activities can be included in a character worksheet for The

Great Gatsby?

A: Activities may include character mapping, quote analysis, comparative essays, and creative

projects, all aimed at fostering a comprehensive understanding of the characters.

Q: Which characters are essential to analyze in The Great Gatsby?

A: Key characters to analyze include Jay Gatsby, Daisy Buchanan, Nick Carraway, Tom Buchanan,

Jordan Baker, Myrtle Wilson, and George Wilson, each representing different aspects of society during

the Jazz Age.



Q: Why is character analysis important when studying The Great

Gatsby?

A: Character analysis is important as it reveals the motivations and conflicts that drive the story,

allowing readers to understand the broader themes of the American Dream, love, and social class.

Q: How does Nick Carraway serve as a narrator in the novel?

A: Nick Carraway provides a unique perspective on the events and characters, acting as a moral

compass and offering critical insights into the world of the wealthy elite.

Q: What themes are reflected through the character of Jay Gatsby?

A: Jay Gatsby's character reflects themes of idealism, the pursuit of the American Dream, and the

disillusionment that often accompanies it, showcasing the complexity of human ambition.

Q: How does Daisy Buchanan embody the societal values of the

1920s?

A: Daisy Buchanan represents the materialism and superficiality of the 1920s, as her character is often

torn between genuine emotions and the allure of wealth and status.

Q: What role does George Wilson play in the novel's tragic events?

A: George Wilson's role highlights the struggles of the working class and the devastating impact of

wealth and infidelity, culminating in tragic consequences that resonate with the novel's themes.
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