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The Great Gatsby, written by F. Scott Fitzgerald, is a literary classic that resonates with themes of
ambition, love, and the American Dream. A well-structured unit plan packet can effectively guide
educators in teaching this iconic novel, ensuring that students engage with its complex themes and
rich symbols. This article provides a comprehensive overview of a Great Gatsby unit plan packet,
including objectives, activities, assessments, and supplementary resources.

Unit Objectives

When designing a unit plan for The Great Gatsby, it is essential to establish clear objectives that
align with educational standards. Here are some possible objectives for a Great Gatsby unit:

1. Understand the Historical Context: Students will explore the Jazz Age, the Roaring Twenties, and
how these eras influenced Fitzgerald's writing.
2. Analyze Themes and Symbols: Students will identify and analyze major themes such as the
American Dream, class struggle, and the pursuit of happiness, as well as key symbols like the green
light and the Valley of Ashes.
3. Develop Critical Thinking Skills: Through discussions and written assignments, students will
develop their critical thinking skills by interpreting the text and making connections to
contemporary issues.
4. Enhance Literary Analysis Skills: Students will learn to analyze narrative techniques, character
development, and stylistic elements used by Fitzgerald.
5. Foster Creative Expression: Students will engage in creative projects that allow them to express
their understanding of the text in innovative ways.

Unit Overview

This unit plan spans approximately four weeks, with each week focusing on different aspects of the
novel.

Week 1: Introduction to the Jazz Age
- Day 1: Introduce the historical context of the 1920s through multimedia presentations.
- Day 2: Read and discuss selected excerpts from Fitzgerald's biography and articles about the Jazz
Age.
- Day 3: Explore the cultural and social dynamics of the 1920s through group discussions.
- Day 4: Assignment: Research project on a significant event or figure from the 1920s.
- Day 5: Present research findings to the class.



Week 2: Reading and Analyzing the Novel
- Day 1: Begin reading The Great Gatsby, focusing on Chapters 1-2.
- Day 2: Discuss character introductions and setting.
- Day 3: Continue reading Chapters 3-4; analyze narrative style and point of view.
- Day 4: Group activity: Create character maps for key figures in the novel.
- Day 5: Reading quiz on Chapters 1-4.

Week 3: Themes and Symbols
- Day 1: Discuss major themes introduced in Chapters 1-4.
- Day 2: Explore symbols in the novel, focusing on the green light and the Valley of Ashes.
- Day 3: Group discussion: How do these themes and symbols relate to the American Dream?
- Day 4: Write a response paper on a theme or symbol of choice.
- Day 5: Peer review of response papers.

Week 4: Creative Projects and Assessment
- Day 1: Introduce creative project options (e.g., art, performance, or multimedia presentation).
- Day 2: Workday for creative projects.
- Day 3: Project presentations.
- Day 4: Unit assessment: Written exam covering key themes, symbols, and character analysis.
- Day 5: Reflection: What have we learned about the American Dream?

Assessment Strategies

Effective assessment strategies are crucial to measure student understanding and engagement.
Here are some assessment methods that can be incorporated into the unit plan:

1. Quizzes and Tests: Short quizzes after reading assignments can help gauge comprehension. A
comprehensive unit test at the end of the unit can assess overall understanding.
2. Response Papers: Assign students to write response papers on specific themes, characters, or
symbols, allowing them to express their interpretations and analyses.
3. Creative Projects: Evaluate creative projects based on criteria such as creativity, depth of
analysis, and presentation skills.
4. Class Participation: Monitor participation in discussions and group activities, as this reflects
engagement with the material.
5. Peer Review: Implement a peer review process for written assignments to foster collaboration and
critical feedback among students.

Supplementary Resources

To enhance the unit plan, consider integrating supplementary resources that provide additional
perspectives and insights on The Great Gatsby. Here are some recommended resources:



1. Films and Documentaries:
- The Great Gatsby (1974 or 2013 film adaptations)
- Documentaries about the 1920s, focusing on cultural and historical context.

2. Articles and Essays:
- Scholarly articles analyzing Fitzgerald's writing style and thematic concerns.
- Essays on the American Dream and its evolution over time.

3. Podcasts and Audio Resources:
- Literature podcasts that discuss The Great Gatsby and its impact on American literature.
- Audio readings of the novel, which can aid auditory learners.

4. Online Discussion Forums:
- Encourage students to engage in online forums where they can discuss their interpretations with
peers from other schools or communities.

5. Interactive Websites:
- Websites dedicated to The Great Gatsby, offering interactive timelines, character analyses, and
thematic exploration.

Conclusion

A comprehensive Great Gatsby unit plan packet serves as a valuable tool for educators to engage
students with F. Scott Fitzgerald's timeless novel. By establishing clear objectives, implementing
varied activities, and utilizing diverse assessment methods, teachers can foster a deep
understanding of the text's themes, characters, and historical context. Supplementary resources
further enrich the learning experience, encouraging students to connect the novel's themes to
contemporary society. Ultimately, this unit plan not only helps students appreciate the literary
artistry of The Great Gatsby but also invites them to reflect on the broader implications of the
American Dream in their own lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is included in a Great Gatsby unit plan packet?
A Great Gatsby unit plan packet typically includes lesson plans, assessment tools, discussion
questions, vocabulary lists, and activities related to the novel.

How can teachers effectively engage students with The Great
Gatsby?
Teachers can engage students through interactive discussions, creative projects, multimedia
resources, and by connecting the themes of the novel to contemporary issues.



What are some key themes to focus on in a Great Gatsby unit
plan?
Key themes include the American Dream, social class, love and relationships, morality, and the
impact of the past on the present.

How can assessments be structured in a Great Gatsby unit
plan?
Assessments can include quizzes, essays, group projects, presentations, and creative assignments
that demonstrate understanding of the text and its themes.

What are effective activities for a Great Gatsby unit?
Effective activities include character analysis, thematic journals, role-playing scenes, visual projects
like creating a character map, and debates on the novel's themes.

How can technology be integrated into a Great Gatsby unit
plan?
Technology can be integrated through online discussion boards, digital storytelling projects,
interactive timelines, and using multimedia resources like film adaptations or documentaries.

What are some common misconceptions about The Great
Gatsby that should be addressed?
Common misconceptions include oversimplifying the American Dream as merely about wealth,
misunderstanding the complexity of characters' motivations, and viewing the ending as purely tragic
without considering its deeper implications.

What prior knowledge should students have before starting
The Great Gatsby?
Students should have an understanding of the 1920s historical context, the concept of the American
Dream, and basic literary analysis skills to engage with the text thoughtfully.

How can a Great Gatsby unit plan accommodate diverse
learners?
A unit plan can accommodate diverse learners by offering varied instructional strategies,
differentiated assignments, providing scaffolding for complex texts, and incorporating visual and
auditory materials.
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