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Introduction to GSU's First Year Writing
Composition I

GSU Guide to First Year Writing Composition I serves as a foundational course
designed to enhance students' writing skills in various contexts. This course is not only
critical for academic success but also prepares students for effective communication in
their personal and professional lives. Understanding the structure, expectations, and
resources available in this course can significantly impact a student's performance and
overall experience.

Course Overview

First Year Writing Composition I at Georgia State University (GSU) emphasizes the
development of writing skills through a combination of theoretical approaches and
practical exercises. The course typically covers the following key areas:

Objectives of the Course

The primary objectives of First Year Writing Composition I include:

Enhancing critical thinking and analytical skills.

Developing the ability to write clear, coherent, and persuasive texts.

Fostering an understanding of the writing process, including drafting, revising, and
editing.

Encouraging the use of proper grammar, punctuation, and citation styles.

Introducing students to various writing genres and their conventions.

Course Structure

The course is typically structured around a series of modules that guide students through



the writing process. Each module includes lectures, discussions, and writing assignments
that focus on different aspects of writing.

1. Introduction to Writing: Understanding the purpose of writing and the writing process.
2. Argumentative Writing: Developing persuasive arguments and supporting them with
evidence.
3. Research Skills: Learning how to conduct research and cite sources correctly.
4. Revision Techniques: Strategies for revising and improving drafts.
5. Peer Review: Engaging with classmates to provide and receive feedback.

Resources for Success

To succeed in First Year Writing Composition I, GSU provides a wealth of resources that
students can utilize. These resources are designed to support students throughout the
course and enhance their learning experience.

Writing Center

The GSU Writing Center offers one-on-one tutoring sessions to help students with their
writing assignments. Here, students can receive feedback on their drafts, brainstorm
ideas, and improve their understanding of writing mechanics. The Writing Center is an
invaluable resource for all students, especially those who may struggle with writing or
who want to enhance their skills.

Online Resources

GSU provides access to various online resources, including:

- Research databases: Access to academic journals, articles, and e-books.
- Writing guides: Comprehensive guides on citation styles, grammar rules, and
composition strategies.
- Educational videos: Tutorials that cover various topics related to writing and research.

Faculty Support

Instructors play a pivotal role in student success in First Year Writing Composition I.
Faculty members are available for office hours and are eager to support students with
questions about course material or writing assignments. Building a rapport with
instructors can lead to personalized feedback and guidance.



Writing Assignments

Assignments in First Year Writing Composition I are designed to challenge students and
help them grow as writers. These assignments typically vary in format and purpose,
suiting different learning styles and objectives.

Types of Assignments

Students can expect to complete a variety of writing assignments, including:

1. Essays: From argumentative to narrative essays, students will explore different writing
styles.
2. Research Papers: These assignments require students to conduct research and present
their findings in a structured format.
3. Reflections: Reflective writing helps students think critically about their writing process
and personal growth.
4. Peer Reviews: Engaging in peer review allows students to critique their classmates'
work constructively.

Grading Criteria

Assignments are typically graded based on the following criteria:

- Content: Relevance and depth of ideas presented.
- Organization: Logical flow and structure of the writing.
- Style: Use of language, tone, and voice appropriate for the audience and purpose.
- Mechanics: Correct grammar, punctuation, and adherence to citation styles.

Tips for Success

Here are some practical tips to help students excel in First Year Writing Composition I:

1. Stay Organized

Keeping track of assignments, deadlines, and class materials is crucial. Utilize calendars
or planners to manage your time effectively.

2. Engage Actively in Class

Participation in discussions and activities will enhance your understanding of the material.



Engaging with classmates and instructors can lead to deeper insights and collaborative
learning.

3. Revise Thoroughly

Don't underestimate the power of revision. Take the time to review and refine your work
based on feedback from peers and instructors.

4. Seek Help When Needed

If you encounter challenges, do not hesitate to seek assistance. Utilize the Writing Center,
consult instructors, or collaborate with peers.

5. Read Widely

Reading various texts can improve your writing skills. Analyze different writing styles and
techniques to inform your own writing.

Conclusion

The GSU Guide to First Year Writing Composition I is a vital resource for students
embarking on their academic journey. By understanding the course structure, utilizing
available resources, and actively engaging in the writing process, students can develop
their writing skills and prepare for future academic and professional endeavors. With
dedication and the right strategies, success in this course is well within reach.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main objectives of GSU's First Year
Writing Composition I course?
The main objectives include developing students' writing skills, enhancing critical
thinking, encouraging effective communication, and fostering an understanding of the
writing process.

What types of writing assignments can students expect
in the First Year Writing Composition I course?
Students can expect a variety of writing assignments, including narrative essays,



analytical papers, research projects, and reflective writing that emphasize different
writing styles and techniques.

How does GSU support students in improving their
writing skills during the course?
GSU provides support through writing centers, peer review sessions, workshops on
specific writing skills, and access to online resources to help students refine their writing.

What resources are recommended for students to
succeed in First Year Writing Composition I?
Recommended resources include the GSU writing center, online databases for research,
style guides like the MLA or APA, and supplementary textbooks that align with the course
curriculum.

Are there any prerequisites for enrolling in GSU's First
Year Writing Composition I course?
There are typically no formal prerequisites for enrolling in this course, although students
may be advised to complete any necessary placement assessments to ensure appropriate
course level.
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