guide to moving to hawaii

guide to moving to hawaii is an essential resource for anyone considering a transition to the
beautiful islands of Hawaii. This guide provides detailed insights into the logistical, financial, and
cultural aspects of relocating to this tropical paradise. Whether you're pondering the best island for
your lifestyle, understanding the cost of living, or learning about the local culture, this
comprehensive article will cover all you need to know. By exploring topics such as housing options,
job markets, transportation, and education, you'll be well-equipped to make informed decisions
about your move. With its stunning landscapes and unique lifestyle, moving to Hawaii can be a
dream come true, and this guide aims to help you navigate the process smoothly.
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Understanding Hawaii's Geography

Hawaii is an archipelago consisting of 137 islands, but only eight main islands are inhabited. Each
island has its unique geography, climate, and culture, which can significantly influence your decision
on where to live. The main islands include Hawaii (often referred to as the Big Island), Maui, Oahu,
Kauai, Molokai, Lanai, Niihau, and Kaho'olawe.

The Main Islands

Each of the main islands offers distinct experiences:

e Oahu: Known as the "Gathering Place," Oahu is home to Honoluly, the state's capital and a
bustling urban center. It offers a blend of urban and beach life, making it ideal for those
seeking both city amenities and outdoor activities.

e Maui: Often regarded as the most beautiful island, Maui is famous for its stunning beaches,
luxury resorts, and outdoor adventures like the Road to Hana. It’s perfect for those seeking a



more relaxed lifestyle.
e Hawaii (Big Island): The Big Island is the largest and features diverse landscapes, including
volcanic parks, lush forests, and black sand beaches. It's suited for those who enjoy nature and

exploring unique geological features.

e Kauai: Known as the "Garden Isle," Kauai offers breathtaking natural beauty, hiking trails,
and a slower pace of life, making it ideal for nature lovers.

Cost of Living in Hawaii

The cost of living in Hawaii can be significantly higher than in many parts of the mainland United
States. Understanding this aspect is crucial for budgeting your move. The high cost is primarily due
to its remote location, which affects the price of goods and services.

Housing Costs

Housing is one of the most significant expenses you will face. Here are some average costs:

e Average rent for a one-bedroom apartment in Honolulu: Approximately $2,000 per month.
e Home prices on Oahu: Median home prices can exceed $800,000.

e Rent on Maui: A one-bedroom apartment typically ranges from $1,800 to $2,500.

These costs can vary widely depending on the location and availability of housing.

Daily Living Expenses

In addition to housing, other living expenses can also be higher:
e Groceries: Expect to pay 30-50% more for groceries compared to the mainland.
e Utilities: Utility costs can be around 25% higher than the national average.

e Transportation: Gas prices are typically higher, around $4 to $5 per gallon.

Housing Options

Finding suitable housing is a critical step when moving to Hawaii. There are various options to
consider based on your budget and lifestyle preferences.



Renting vs. Buying

Deciding whether to rent or buy can depend on your long-term plans:

¢ Renting: Ideal for newcomers wanting to explore different neighborhoods before settling
down.

e Buying: A good option if you are certain about your long-term stay and can afford the down
payment.

Types of Housing

Housing types vary widely across the islands:
e Apartments: Common in urban areas; they offer convenient access to city amenities.
e Condos: Popular in tourist areas, providing shared amenities like pools and gyms.

e Single-family homes: Available in suburban areas; they offer more space and privacy but
often come with higher prices.

Job Market and Employment

Hawaii's job market can be competitive, and it's essential to understand the local economy before
moving. The primary industries in Hawaii include tourism, healthcare, education, and agriculture.

Finding Employment

Before relocating, it is advisable to secure employment. Here are some tips:
e Research local job boards and company websites.
e Network with locals through social media and professional platforms.

¢ Consider remote work options, which have become increasingly popular.

Understanding Employment Laws

Familiarize yourself with local employment laws, including minimum wage standards and employee
rights, to ensure a smooth transition into the workforce.



Transportation in Hawaii

Transportation options in Hawaii can vary significantly depending on the island. Understanding
these options will help you navigate your new home effectively.

Public Transportation

Public transit systems exist, especially in urban areas like Honolulu, where TheBus offers extensive
routes. However, outside of major cities, options may be limited.

Driving
If you plan to explore the islands, having a car is often the most convenient option:

e Consider shipping your vehicle to Hawaii if you already own one.

e Rental cars are available but can be expensive, especially during peak tourist seasons.

Healthcare and Education

Access to quality healthcare and education is crucial when moving to a new location. Hawaii offers a
variety of healthcare services and educational institutions.

Healthcare System

The healthcare system in Hawaii is generally good, with several hospitals and clinics available.
However, it's advisable to obtain health insurance to cover potential medical costs.

Education Options

Hawaii offers public and private schooling options. The University of Hawaii system provides higher
education opportunities across the islands. Researching local schools is essential if you have
children.

Adapting to Local Culture

Hawaii boasts a rich and diverse culture, influenced by Native Hawaiian traditions, Asian cultures,
and Western influences. Embracing this culture can enhance your experience living in Hawaii.



Understanding Local Customs

Familiarize yourself with local customs and etiquette, such as:

e Using "Aloha" as a greeting and farewell.
¢ Respecting sacred sites and natural resources.

e Participating in local festivals and community events.

Building a Community

Getting involved in local activities, such as community service or cultural events, can help you build
connections and feel more at home in your new environment.

Final Tips for Moving

Moving to Hawaii requires careful planning and consideration. Here are some final tips to ensure a
smooth transition:

 Start planning early, particularly regarding housing and employment.
e Consider visiting for an extended period before making the final decision to move.

* Join local online groups to gain insights from current residents.

By following this guide to moving to Hawaii, you can prepare yourself for a successful relocation and
look forward to embracing a new and exciting lifestyle in this tropical paradise.

Q: What is the best island to live on in Hawaii?

A: The best island to live on in Hawaii depends on personal preferences. Oahu is ideal for urban
living and job opportunities, Maui offers beautiful landscapes and a relaxed lifestyle, while the Big
Island is great for nature enthusiasts. Kauai provides a slower pace and stunning natural beauty.

Q: How much money do I need to move to Hawaii?

A: The amount of money needed to move to Hawaii varies. It's advisable to have at least three to six
months' worth of living expenses saved, including housing costs, transportation, and daily living
expenses.



Q: Is it easy to find a job in Hawaii?

A: Finding a job in Hawaii can be competitive, especially in popular fields like tourism and
healthcare. It's beneficial to research job openings and network before moving.

Q: What is the cost of healthcare in Hawaii?

A: Healthcare costs in Hawaii can be high, but the state has a solid healthcare system. Obtaining
health insurance is recommended to manage potential medical expenses.

Q: How do I ship my car to Hawaii?

A: You can ship your car to Hawaii using a vehicle shipping service. It's advisable to compare quotes
and choose a reputable company to ensure a smooth process.

Q: What should I know about Hawaiian culture before moving?

A: Understanding and respecting Hawaiian culture is essential. Familiarize yourself with local
customs, traditions, and the significance of the land and ocean. Engaging with the community
through festivals and events is also encouraged.

Q: Are there good schools in Hawaii?

A: Hawaii has a mix of public and private schools, with options for higher education through the
University of Hawaii system. Researching local schools is crucial for families moving to the state.

Q: What is the average rent in Hawaii?

A: Average rent in Hawaii varies by island, with prices typically ranging from $1,800 to over $2,500
for a one-bedroom apartment, particularly in urban areas like Honolulu.

Q: How do I prepare for the cost of living in Hawaii?

A: Preparing for the cost of living in Hawaii involves budgeting for higher housing, grocery, and
utility costs. It's advisable to create a detailed budget and explore job opportunities before moving.

Q: What is the transportation system like in Hawaii?

A: Transportation in Hawaii includes public bus systems, especially in urban areas, but having a car
is often the best option to explore the islands fully.
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