guide to paracord

guide to paracord is an essential resource for anyone interested in outdoor
activities, crafting, or survival skills. Paracord, short for parachute cord,
is a versatile and durable nylon rope originally designed for military
parachutes. Today, it is widely used in a variety of applications, from
making survival bracelets to creating gear for campers and hikers. This
article will explore the history of paracord, its various types, practical
uses, and how to work with it effectively. By the end of this guide, you will
have a comprehensive understanding of paracord and its many applications.
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History of Paracord

The origin of paracord can be traced back to World War II when it was
developed for the parachutes used by American soldiers. The lightweight yet
strong nature of this cord made it an essential tool for military operations.
After the war, surplus paracord became available to the general public, and
its versatility quickly caught the attention of outdoor enthusiasts and
survivalists. Over the years, paracord has evolved from a military tool to a
staple in the crafting and outdoor community, celebrated for its strength,
durability, and adaptability.

Initially, paracord was used primarily for parachuting and military
applications. However, as people began to recognize its potential for various
uses, it started to gain popularity in outdoor settings, such as camping,
hiking, and climbing. Today, paracord is not only a favorite among
survivalists but also among crafters who create intricate designs and
functional items using this remarkable material.

Types of Paracord

Understanding the different types of paracord is crucial for selecting the
right cord for your specific needs. Paracord is classified primarily into



several types, each with its unique characteristics and purposes. The most
common types include:

e Type I Paracord: This is the lightest version, with a minimum breaking
strength of 95 pounds. It is suitable for lightweight projects.

e Type II Paracord: With a breaking strength of 400 pounds, this type is
more robust than Type I and is often used for general-purpose
applications.

e Type III Paracord: Also known as 550 cord, Type III is the most popular
type, featuring a minimum breaking strength of 550 pounds. It is widely
used in survival gear and outdoor activities.

e Type IV Paracord: This type has a breaking strength of 750 pounds and is
suitable for heavy-duty applications.

e Type V Paracord: Type V is the strongest type, with a breaking strength
of 1,200 pounds. It is designed for extreme conditions and heavy load
applications.

In addition to these types, paracord comes in various colors, patterns, and
even reflective options, allowing users to choose the right aesthetic for
their projects.

Common Uses of Paracord

Paracord’s versatility makes it an invaluable resource for a multitude of
applications. Here are some of the most common uses:

e Survival Bracelets: One of the most popular uses, these bracelets can be
unraveled in emergency situations to provide strong cordage.

e Camping Gear: Paracord is often used to create tent lines, hanging gear,
or making improvised gear repairs.

e Fishing Line: The inner strands of paracord can be used as fishing line
in survival situations.

e Climbing and Rappelling: Stronger types of paracord can be used for
climbing applications, although it is essential to ensure the
specifications meet safety standards.

e Crafting: Crafters use paracord for making various items, including
belts, lanyards, and keychains.

With its many applications, paracord has become a staple in the survival and
outdoor community, offering practical solutions for everyday challenges.



How to Work with Paracord

Working with paracord is relatively straightforward, making it accessible for
beginners and experienced crafters alike. Here are some basic steps to get
started:

Preparing the Paracord

Before starting any project, it is essential to measure and cut the paracord
to the desired length. Typically, you should measure at least three times the
length of the final product for knots and braids.

Knotting Techniques

Learning various knotting techniques is fundamental to effectively using
paracord. Some essential knots include:

e Square Knot: Useful for joining two lengths of cord.

Bowline Knot: Creates a fixed loop at the end of a rope.

Figure Eight Knot: Often used in climbing for safety.

Paracord Weave: Commonly used in survival bracelets and lanyards.

Creating Projects

Once you are familiar with the basic knots, you can start creating various
projects. There are numerous tutorials available for making survival
bracelets, keychains, and other items. Start simple, and as your confidence
grows, you can tackle more complex designs.

Tips for Choosing the Right Paracord

When selecting paracord for your projects, consider the following factors:

e Breaking Strength: Choose a type that meets your needs based on the
intended use.

e Color and Pattern: Select a color or pattern that appeals to you or fits
your project.

e Quality: Ensure you are purchasing high-quality paracord, as it is
essential for safety and durability.



By considering these factors, you can ensure that you choose the best
paracord for your specific needs.

Conclusion

Paracord is an incredibly versatile tool that has found its place in many
aspects of outdoor life, survival, and crafting. Understanding the history,
types, uses, and techniques associated with paracord can significantly
enhance your outdoor experience and equip you with valuable skills. Whether
you are a seasoned survivalist or a crafting enthusiast, having a good grasp
of paracord will open up a world of possibilities. With the information
provided in this guide to paracord, you are well-prepared to explore the many
ways this remarkable cord can benefit your adventures and projects.

Q: What is paracord made of?

A: Paracord is primarily made of nylon, which provides it with strength,
flexibility, and resistance to mildew and abrasion.

Q: Can paracord be used for climbing?

A: Yes, certain types of paracord, particularly Type III and higher, can be
used for climbing, but it is essential to ensure they meet safety standards
and are suitable for climbing applications.

Q: How much weight can paracord hold?

A: The weight capacity of paracord varies by type; for instance, Type III
paracord has a minimum breaking strength of 550 pounds.

Q: Is paracord waterproof?

A: Paracord is not inherently waterproof, but its nylon composition does
provide some resistance to water. It can dry quickly if it gets wet.

Q: What is the difference between paracord and rope?

A: While both paracord and traditional rope are used for similar
applications, paracord is lighter, more flexible, and often has a higher
tensile strength relative to its size.

Q: Can paracord be reused after being tied?

A: Yes, paracord can often be untied and reused, but it may lose some
integrity if it has been under heavy strain.



Q: What are the inner strands of paracord used for?

A: The inner strands of paracord can be used for a variety of purposes,
including fishing line, sewing thread, or even creating smaller cords for
various tasks.

Q: How do I clean paracord?

A: Paracord can be cleaned with mild socap and water. It is best to avoid
harsh chemicals that could damage the material.

Q: Where can I buy paracord?

A: Paracord can be purchased at outdoor supply stores, craft stores, or
online retailers. It is essential to buy from reputable sources to ensure
quality.

Q: Are there any safety concerns with using paracord?

A: While paracord is generally safe when used correctly, it's crucial to
ensure it is appropriate for the task at hand, especially for climbing or
heavy-duty applications where failure could lead to injury.
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