
guide what we do in the shadows
guide what we do in the shadows is an essential resource for fans and
newcomers alike who wish to delve deeper into the unique universe created by
Jemaine Clement and Taika Waititi. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the film and television series, exploring their characters,
themes, and cultural impact. By outlining the comedic elements, the
mockumentary style, and the creative storytelling that define "What We Do in
the Shadows," readers will gain a broader understanding of this beloved
franchise. In addition, we will examine the evolution of the series, its
reception, and its contributions to modern comedy. This guide serves as a
definitive resource for anyone looking to understand the nuances of "What We
Do in the Shadows."
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Overview of "What We Do in the Shadows"

"What We Do in the Shadows" originated as a 2014 film directed by Jemaine
Clement and Taika Waititi. This creative mockumentary captures the everyday
lives of four vampire roommates living in Wellington, New Zealand. The film
expertly blends horror and comedy, showcasing the mundane aspects of vampire
life, such as dealing with household chores, attending social gatherings, and
navigating modern technology. Following the film's success, a television
series premiered in 2019, further expanding the universe and introducing new
characters and storylines while retaining the original’s humor and charm.

The film and series explore various vampire myths and stereotypes, subverting
audience expectations while maintaining a lighthearted tone. Both formats
utilize a mix of improvisation and scripted dialogue, allowing the actors to



deliver authentic performances that resonate with viewers. The humor ranges
from situational comedy to character-driven jokes, making it accessible to a
broad audience.

Main Characters

The charm of "What We Do in the Shadows" lies significantly in its well-
crafted characters, each bringing their unique flair to the story. The main
characters include:

Nandor the Relentless - Portrayed by Kayvan Novak, Nandor is a 757-year-
old vampire who longs for his past glory and struggles with modern-day
life.

Laszlo Cravensworth - Played by Matt Berry, Laszlo is a charismatic and
flamboyant vampire with a penchant for mischief and a passion for music.

Nadia - Portrayed by Natasia Demetriou, Nadia is a fiercely independent
vampire who often displays a strong-willed personality and a complex
past.

Colin Robinson - Played by Mark Proksch, Colin is an energy vampire who
feeds off the energy of others by engaging in tedious conversations and
dull storytelling.

Guillermo de la Cruz - Portrayed by Harvey Guillén, Guillermo is
Nandor's loyal human servant, whose aspirations to become a vampire add
depth to the narrative.

Each character represents different aspects of vampire folklore, allowing the
series to explore various comedic situations and themes. Their interactions
often lead to humorous conflicts, misunderstandings, and ultimately, growth
throughout the series.

Thematic Elements

The themes in "What We Do in the Shadows" are varied and rich, giving the
narrative depth beyond its comedic surface. Some of the prominent themes
include:

Loneliness and Friendship - The vampires, despite their powers, often
feel isolated in their pursuit of companionship, highlighting the



importance of friendship.

Cultural Identity - The show often touches on the immigrant experience,
particularly through Nandor's character, who grapples with his heritage
in a modern world.

Power Dynamics - The relationships between the vampires and Guillermo
showcase themes of power, servitude, and the desire for acceptance.

Modernity vs. Tradition - The clash between traditional vampire lore and
contemporary life leads to humorous situations and insightful
commentary.

These themes resonate with audiences, allowing for a deeper connection to the
characters and their journeys, while also providing a commentary on real-
world issues.

Mockumentary Style

The mockumentary format of "What We Do in the Shadows" enhances its comedic
appeal and engages viewers in a unique way. This style mimics a documentary
approach, featuring direct interviews with characters, observational humor,
and a fly-on-the-wall perspective. The use of handheld cameras and
naturalistic dialogue creates an immersive experience, allowing audiences to
feel as though they are part of the vampires' everyday lives.

This stylistic choice enables the show to play with traditional horror tropes
while maintaining a humorous tone. The characters often break the fourth
wall, addressing the camera directly, which adds to the comedic effect and
draws viewers deeper into the narrative. The mockumentary style also allows
for spontaneous moments of humor that arise from the characters' interactions
with one another and with their environment.

Reception and Cultural Impact


