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As the election season approaches, it becomes increasingly important for residents of Guilford
County, North Carolina, to educate themselves about the voting process, candidates, and local
issues. This comprehensive Guilford County Voters Guide aims to provide essential information for
voters, ensuring they are well-prepared to make informed decisions at the polls. From registration
details to candidate overviews, this guide serves as a valuable resource for all Guilford County
residents.

Understanding the Voting Process

Voting is a fundamental right that allows citizens to express their opinions on governance. In
Guilford County, the voting process consists of several critical steps, including registration, early
voting, and Election Day procedures.

Voter Registration

To participate in elections, residents must first register to vote. Here are the key points regarding
voter registration in Guilford County:

- Eligibility: To register, you must be a U.S. citizen, a resident of North Carolina, and at least 18
years old by the next election. Individuals aged 16 or 17 can preregister, but they must be 18 to
vote.
- Registration Deadlines: Typically, the registration deadline is 25 days before an election. However,
North Carolina also offers same-day registration during the early voting period.
- How to Register: Voters can register online, by mail using a paper form, or in person at designated
locations. The registration form can be downloaded from the North Carolina State Board of Elections
website.

Early Voting

Early voting provides an opportunity for residents to cast their ballots before Election Day. Here’s
what you need to know about early voting in Guilford County:

- Early Voting Period: Early voting usually begins 10 days before an election and lasts for 17 days,
ending three days before Election Day.
- Locations: Early voting sites are established throughout Guilford County to ensure accessibility.
Voters can check the Guilford County Board of Elections website for specific locations.
- What to Bring: Voters must present an acceptable form of identification, such as a driver's license
or a voter ID card.



Election Day Voting

If voters choose to cast their ballots on Election Day, they should be aware of the following:

- Polling Hours: Polls in Guilford County are open from 6:30 AM to 7:30 PM on Election Day.
- Polling Places: Voters are assigned to specific polling locations based on their residential address.
Polling places can be found on the Guilford County Board of Elections website or on the voter
registration card.
- Identification Requirements: As of recent legislation, voters must present a form of photo
identification, such as a driver's license or passport.

Key Dates to Remember

Understanding important dates is crucial for any voter. Here is a list of key dates for the upcoming
elections:

1. Voter Registration Deadline: 25 days before Election Day
2. Early Voting Period: Begins 10 days before and ends 3 days before Election Day
3. Election Day: The date when polls open at 6:30 AM and close at 7:30 PM
4. Absentee Ballot Request Deadline: Usually 7 days before Election Day

Be sure to check the Guilford County Board of Elections website for any updates or changes to these
dates.

Local Candidates and Issues

Guilford County elections often feature various local candidates vying for offices such as the County
Commission, Board of Education, and municipal positions. Additionally, voters may face ballot
measures that require thoughtful consideration. Below is a guide on how to research candidates and
issues effectively.

Researching Candidates

To make informed choices, voters should delve into candidates' backgrounds, platforms, and
positions on key issues. Here are some steps to follow:

- Visit Official Websites: Many candidates maintain official campaign websites where they outline
their policies and objectives.
- Attend Forums and Debates: Local organizations often host candidate forums or debates, providing
an excellent opportunity for voters to hear directly from the candidates.
- Read Local News: Local newspapers and online news outlets frequently cover elections, providing
insights and analyses of candidates' qualifications and stances on various issues.



Understanding Local Issues and Referendums

In addition to candidates, voters might face local referendums or amendments on their ballots. It is
essential to comprehend these issues to make informed decisions:

- Research the Issues: Look for nonpartisan resources that explain the implications of each measure.
Organizations like the League of Women Voters provide unbiased descriptions of ballot initiatives.
- Community Impact: Consider how each issue would affect the community, including economic,
social, and environmental factors.
- Vote with Knowledge: Ensure that you understand both sides of the argument before casting your
vote on any local issues.

Voting Accessibility and Assistance

Guilford County is committed to ensuring that all voters can participate in the electoral process.
Various resources and accommodations are available to assist voters, including those with
disabilities.

Accessibility Options

- Accessible Voting Machines: Polling places are equipped with accessible voting machines that
cater to individuals with disabilities.
- Curbside Voting: Voters who cannot enter the polling place due to physical limitations can request
curbside voting, allowing them to cast their ballot from their vehicle.
- Language Assistance: The Guilford County Board of Elections provides resources in multiple
languages to assist non-English speaking voters.

Voter Assistance Programs

If you need help navigating the voting process, consider reaching out to local organizations that
provide voter assistance:

- League of Women Voters: This nonpartisan organization offers resources and assistance for voters,
including information on registration and candidate platforms.
- Local Advocacy Groups: Numerous local groups focus on voter education and engagement, often
providing workshops or informational sessions.

Conclusion

As the electoral landscape in Guilford County evolves, it becomes increasingly important for
residents to stay informed and engaged. This Guilford County Voters Guide offers a foundational
understanding of the voting process, registration, candidate research, and local issues. By taking the



time to educate themselves, voters can ensure their voices are heard and contribute meaningfully to
the democratic process. Remember, every vote counts, and informed voters are the backbone of a
thriving democracy. Let's make our voices heard in Guilford County!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Guilford County Voters Guide?
The Guilford County Voters Guide is designed to provide voters with essential information about
candidates, ballot measures, and voting procedures to help them make informed decisions during
elections.

Where can I access the Guilford County Voters Guide?
The Guilford County Voters Guide can be accessed online through the official Guilford County Board
of Elections website, as well as through local libraries and community centers.

What information is typically included in the Guilford County
Voters Guide?
The guide usually includes candidate biographies, their positions on key issues, details about local
ballot measures, polling places, and instructions on how to vote by mail or in person.

How often is the Guilford County Voters Guide updated?
The Guilford County Voters Guide is updated for each election cycle, ensuring that voters have the
most current information about candidates and issues on the ballot.

Can I find nonpartisan information about candidates in the
Guilford County Voters Guide?
Yes, the Guilford County Voters Guide aims to provide nonpartisan information about candidates,
allowing voters to understand their platforms without partisan bias.

Is there a deadline to request a paper copy of the Guilford
County Voters Guide?
Yes, there is typically a deadline for requesting a paper copy, usually aligned with the early voting
period. It's best to check the Guilford County Board of Elections website for specific dates.

How can I participate in the creation of the Guilford County
Voters Guide?
Community members can participate by attending public forums, providing feedback on local issues,
and engaging with the Guilford County Board of Elections to share their concerns and priorities.
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