
guitar chords for bohemian rhapsody
Guitar chords for Bohemian Rhapsody are a crucial element in capturing the essence of this classic
rock anthem by Queen. The song, written by Freddie Mercury and released in 1975 on the album "A
Night at the Opera," is renowned for its unique structure, blending operatic, rock, and ballad
elements. For guitarists looking to play this iconic track, understanding the chords and their
progressions is essential. In this article, we will delve into the specific chords used in "Bohemian
Rhapsody," provide tips for playing them, and explore their significance within the song.

Understanding the Structure of Bohemian Rhapsody

Before diving into the guitar chords, it's important to understand the structure of "Bohemian
Rhapsody." The song can be divided into six main sections:

1. Intro
2. Ballad
3. Guitar Solo
4. Opera
5. Hard Rock
6. Reflective Outro

This varied structure is one of the reasons the song remains a masterpiece in rock music history. Each
section features different musical styles and chord progressions, which creates a dynamic listening
experience.

The Chords Used in Bohemian Rhapsody

The song is primarily in the key of Bb major, and it features a mix of major, minor, and diminished
chords. Below, we will outline the chords used in each section.

1. Intro

The intro sets the tone for the song with a simple but effective chord progression. The chords used
are:

- Bb
- F
- Eb
- Gm
- Cm
- F7

The progression for the intro is as follows:



- Bb | F | Eb | Bb
- Bb | F | Eb | Bb
- Gm | F | Bb | F
- Cm | F7 | Bb | F | Bb

2. Ballad Section

The ballad section introduces a more emotional tone, where the character reflects on his life choices.
The chords here are:

- Bb
- Gm
- F
- Eb
- Cm
- D7

The chord progression typically looks like this:

- Bb | Gm | F | Bb
- Bb | Gm | F | Bb
- Eb | Bb | F | Bb
- Gm | F | Bb | Gm
- Eb | Cm | F7 | Bb

3. Guitar Solo

The guitar solo is a signature part of "Bohemian Rhapsody," famously performed by Brian May. The
chords accompanying the solo are:

- Eb
- Bb
- Cm
- Ab
- Gm
- F

The progression is as follows:

- Eb | Bb | Cm | Ab
- Eb | Bb | Cm | Ab
- Gm | F | Bb | F

4. Opera Section



The operatic section of the song is where Queen’s theatrical influence shines. The chords here are
more complex, featuring:

- Bb
- A7
- D7
- Gm
- F7
- Cm
- E7

The progression can be represented as:

- Bb | A7 | D7 | Gm
- F7 | Bb | Gm | F7
- Bb | Bb | Eb | Gm
- Eb | Bb | F7 | Bb

5. Hard Rock Section

Transitioning to the hard rock section, the dynamics shift significantly. The chords used are:

- Bb
- F
- Gm
- D
- C

The progression for this section is:

- Bb | Bb | F | F
- Gm | Gm | Bb | Bb
- D | C | Gm | F
- Bb | Bb | F | F
- Bb | D | Gm | Bb

6. Reflective Outro

The outro brings the song full circle, returning to a softer tone. The chords for this section include:

- Bb
- F
- Eb
- Gm
- Cm

The chord progression typically follows this pattern:



- Bb | F | Eb | Bb
- Gm | F | Bb | Bb
- Cm | F7 | Bb | F
- Bb | Bb | Bb | Bb

Tips for Playing Bohemian Rhapsody on Guitar

Playing "Bohemian Rhapsody" on guitar requires practice, especially given its complex structure and
varied styles. Here are some tips to help you master the song:

1. Practice Each Section Separately

- Break down the song into its individual sections.
- Focus on one section at a time to build muscle memory.
- Use a metronome to maintain a steady rhythm.

2. Listen to the Original Recording

- Familiarize yourself with the nuances of the song by listening to Queen’s original recording.
- Pay attention to the transitions between sections and how the chords fit within the vocal lines.

3. Use a Capo if Necessary

- If you find the key of Bb challenging, consider using a capo on the 3rd fret and playing in the key of
G.
- This can make some of the chord shapes easier to manage.

4. Experiment with Strumming Patterns

- The song features varied dynamics that can be emphasized through different strumming patterns.
- Experiment with downstrokes and upstrokes to find what feels natural for you.

5. Incorporate Fingerpicking

- In softer sections, consider using fingerpicking to add a more delicate touch.
- This technique can enhance the emotional impact of the ballad and outro sections.



6. Play Along with a Recording

- Once you feel comfortable with the chords, try playing along with the original track to develop your
timing and feel.
- This will also help you understand how to navigate transitions smoothly.

Conclusion

Mastering guitar chords for Bohemian Rhapsody is a rewarding challenge for any guitarist. The song's
unique structure, emotional depth, and musical complexity make it an enduring classic. By breaking
down the song into manageable sections and practicing diligently, you can capture the spirit of
Queen’s masterpiece. Whether performing for friends, a band, or just for your own enjoyment, playing
"Bohemian Rhapsody" will undoubtedly impress and resonate with audiences. So, grab your guitar,
dive into the chords, and enjoy the journey of bringing this iconic song to life!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic guitar chords for 'Bohemian Rhapsody'?
The basic chords for 'Bohemian Rhapsody' include B♭, F, D♭, Gm, E♭, and C.

Are there any specific finger positions for playing 'Bohemian
Rhapsody' on guitar?
Yes, for chords like B♭ and D♭, you will need to use barre chords. Practice the finger positioning for
smooth transitions.

Is it possible to play 'Bohemian Rhapsody' using a capo?
Yes, you can use a capo on the 1st fret to play 'Bohemian Rhapsody' in the key of B, which may
simplify some of the chord shapes.

What strumming pattern works best for 'Bohemian
Rhapsody'?
A common strumming pattern is down, down-up, up, down-up. However, it varies throughout the
song, so listen to the original for accuracy.

Are there any online resources for learning 'Bohemian
Rhapsody' guitar chords?
Yes, websites like Ultimate Guitar and YouTube have tutorials and chord charts specifically for
'Bohemian Rhapsody.'



What tuning is used for 'Bohemian Rhapsody' on guitar?
'Bohemian Rhapsody' is typically played in standard tuning (E A D G B e).

How can I practice the transitions between chords in
'Bohemian Rhapsody'?
Start by practicing each chord slowly, then gradually increase your speed. Use a metronome to help
with timing.

Is there a simplified version of 'Bohemian Rhapsody' for
beginners?
Yes, many tabs and tutorials offer simplified chord versions that are easier for beginners to play,
focusing on the main sections of the song.
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