
guitar chords to hey there delilah
Guitar chords to Hey There Delilah are essential for any aspiring guitarist
looking to play one of Plain White T's most iconic songs. This heartfelt
ballad, released in 2006, has captivated listeners with its simple yet
profound lyrics and catchy melody. In this article, we will explore the
guitar chords needed to play "Hey There Delilah," provide a breakdown of the
song's structure, and offer tips for mastering the performance.

Understanding the Chords

To play "Hey There Delilah," you need to familiarize yourself with the basic
chords used throughout the song. The primary chords are:

D

A

Bm

G

Em

These chords are relatively easy to learn and perfect for beginners. Below,
we’ll delve into each chord and how to position your fingers.

D Major Chord

The D major chord is played by placing your fingers as follows:
- Index finger on the 2nd fret of the G (3rd) string.
- Middle finger on the 2nd fret of the e (1st) string.
- Ring finger on the 3rd fret of the B (2nd) string.

A Major Chord

To form the A major chord:
- Place your index finger on the 2nd fret of the D (4th) string.
- Your middle finger on the 2nd fret of the G (3rd) string.
- Your ring finger on the 2nd fret of the B (2nd) string.



B Minor Chord

The B minor chord can be slightly challenging for beginners, as it requires
barring:
- Use your index finger to bar all strings on the 2nd fret.
- Place your ring finger on the 4th fret of the D (4th) string.
- Place your pinky on the 4th fret of the G (3rd) string.
- Place your middle finger on the 3rd fret of the B (2nd) string.

G Major Chord

For the G major chord:
- Place your middle finger on the 3rd fret of the e (1st) string.
- Your index finger on the 2nd fret of the A (5th) string.
- Your ring finger on the 3rd fret of the e (6th) string.
- Your pinky on the 3rd fret of the B (2nd) string.

E Minor Chord

The E minor chord is one of the simplest:
- Place your middle finger on the 2nd fret of the A (5th) string.
- Place your ring finger on the 2nd fret of the D (4th) string.

The Chord Progression for "Hey There Delilah"

The chord progression for "Hey There Delilah" features a simple yet effective
sequence that repeats throughout most of the song. The main progression is:

D1.

A2.

Bm3.

G4.

Em5.

This progression creates a soothing backdrop for the lyrics and melody.



Breaking Down the Song Structure

"Hey There Delilah" can be divided into several parts, making it easier to
learn. Here’s a breakdown of the song structure:

Verse

The verses primarily follow the main chord progression. Each line of lyrics
typically corresponds to one chord. Practice strumming slowly to get a feel
for how the lyrics align with the chords.

Chorus

The chorus repeats the same chord progression but may vary in strumming
pattern or dynamics. Focus on maintaining a smooth transition between the
chords to keep the flow of the song.

Bridge

The bridge introduces slight variations in the chord progression. Pay
attention to these changes, as they add emotional depth to the song.
Typically, the bridge will involve a mix of the main chords you've already
learned, but may include a different rhythm that requires practice.

Strumming Patterns

Finding the right strumming pattern is crucial for delivering the feel of
"Hey There Delilah." Here are a couple of patterns to experiment with:

Basic Strumming Pattern

A simple down-up strumming pattern can work effectively:
- Down (D)
- Down-Up (DU)
- Up-Down (UD)

This pattern can be repeated throughout the verses and chorus, ensuring you
maintain a steady rhythm.



Alternative Strumming Pattern

For a more intricate feel, consider the following pattern:
- Down (D)
- Down-Up (DU)
- Up (U)
- Down-Up (DU)

This pattern adds a bit more texture and can be adjusted to suit your playing
style.

Practice Tips for "Hey There Delilah"

Learning "Hey There Delilah" is not only about memorizing chords but also
about developing your overall musicianship. Here are some tips to help you
practice effectively:

Slow it Down: Start by playing at a slower tempo to ensure accuracy with
chord transitions.

Use a Metronome: Practicing with a metronome can help you keep time and
gradually increase your speed.

Record Yourself: Listening to recordings of your practice can give you
insight into areas that need improvement.

Play Along with the Song: Once you’re comfortable, try playing along
with the original track to test your timing and feel.

Conclusion

Guitar chords to Hey There Delilah provide a wonderful opportunity for both
beginners and experienced guitarists to explore the beauty of music through
simple yet powerful melodies. By mastering the basic chords, strumming
patterns, and song structure, you can confidently perform this beloved song.
Remember to practice regularly, and most importantly, enjoy the journey of
making music. Happy strumming!

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the basic guitar chords used in 'Hey There
Delilah'?
The primary chords used in 'Hey There Delilah' are D, A, Bm, G, and A7.

Is 'Hey There Delilah' played in a specific tuning?
No, 'Hey There Delilah' is played in standard tuning (E A D G B e).

What is the strumming pattern for 'Hey There
Delilah'?
A common strumming pattern for 'Hey There Delilah' is D-DU-UDU (D =
downstroke, U = upstroke).

Can beginners easily learn 'Hey There Delilah' on
guitar?
Yes, 'Hey There Delilah' is suitable for beginners due to its relatively
simple chord progression and strumming pattern.

Are there any fingerpicking techniques used in 'Hey
There Delilah'?
Yes, the song features a fingerpicking style that complements the chords,
allowing for a more melodic sound.

What is the key of 'Hey There Delilah'?
The song is primarily in the key of D major.

Where can I find a guitar tab for 'Hey There
Delilah'?
Guitar tabs for 'Hey There Delilah' can be found on various music websites,
such as Ultimate Guitar or Songsterr.
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