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Guy de Maupassant The Necklace is a classic short story that delves into themes of vanity, wealth, and

the harsh realities of life. Written by the French author Guy de Maupassant in 1884, "The Necklace"

(originally "La Parure") has become one of the most celebrated pieces of literature, showcasing the

author's masterful storytelling and profound social commentary. In this article, we will explore the plot,

characters, themes, and the lasting impact of "The Necklace" on literature and culture.

Plot Summary of "The Necklace"

"The Necklace" tells the story of Mathilde Loisel, a beautiful yet discontented woman who longs for a

life of luxury and wealth. Despite being married to a humble clerk, Monsieur Loisel, Mathilde feels she

was born for a higher status. When her husband surprises her with an invitation to a prestigious ball,

Mathilde is distraught because she has nothing to wear.

In an attempt to please her, Monsieur Loisel gives her money he had been saving for a rifle to buy a

beautiful dress. However, she still feels incomplete without jewelry. To solve this, she borrows a

stunning diamond necklace from her wealthy friend, Madame Forestier. At the ball, Mathilde is the

center of attention, reveling in the admiration and envy of others.

But when she returns home, she discovers that the necklace is missing. The couple frantically

searches for it but to no avail. In a desperate bid to replace the lost necklace, they go into severe

debt, working tirelessly for ten years to repay the loans. Eventually, they succeed in clearing their

debts, but Mathilde's beauty and youth have faded, and she now embodies the very hardship she

once feared.

In a twist ending, Mathilde encounters Madame Forestier years later and learns that the original

necklace was merely a piece of costume jewelry worth a fraction of what they spent to replace it.



Character Analysis

Mathilde Loisel

Mathilde is the protagonist of "The Necklace." Her character is defined by her vanity and desire for a

glamorous lifestyle. Despite her beauty, she is deeply unhappy with her modest life and constantly

compares herself to the wealthy.

Key traits of Mathilde include:

- Vanity: Her desire to appear wealthy leads her to borrow the necklace.

- Entitlement: She feels she deserves a luxurious life without putting in the effort.

- Resilience: Despite her hardships, she endures the struggles of poverty for ten years.

Monsieur Loisel

Monsieur Loisel is Mathilde's devoted husband who works as a clerk. He is a stark contrast to

Mathilde, embodying humility and practicality. His character represents the ordinary man who is

content with his life.

Key traits of Monsieur Loisel include:

- Selflessness: He sacrifices his savings to make Mathilde happy.

- Supportive: He encourages Mathilde and tries to fulfill her desires, despite his limitations.

- Pragmatic: He approaches life realistically, unlike Mathilde.



Madame Forestier

Madame Forestier is Mathilde's wealthy friend and the owner of the borrowed necklace. She

represents the upper class and serves as a catalyst for Mathilde’s downfall.

Key traits of Madame Forestier include:

- Generosity: She lends Mathilde the necklace without hesitation.

- Indifference: Unaware of the consequences of her friendship, she remains uninvolved in Mathilde's

struggles.

- Symbol of Wealth: Her character embodies the opulence that Mathilde craves.

Themes in "The Necklace"

Vanity and Materialism

One of the central themes of "The Necklace" is vanity and the desire for material possessions.

Mathilde's obsession with wealth drives her actions, leading to her downfall. She believes that external

appearances are paramount to happiness, which ultimately proves to be her undoing.

Socioeconomic Class

The story highlights the rigid class structure in 19th century France. Mathilde's yearning for a lifestyle

beyond her means reflects the societal pressures and expectations placed on women. Her misfortune

serves as a critique of the superficial values associated with wealth and status.



Irony and Fate

The twist ending of "The Necklace" introduces the theme of irony and the cruel hand of fate. Mathilde's

years of hardship stem from her desire to maintain an illusion of wealth, only to discover that the very

object that symbolized her aspirations was worthless. This irony underscores the unpredictability of life

and the consequences of our choices.

The Lasting Impact of "The Necklace"

Influence on Literature

Guy de Maupassant's "The Necklace" has left a profound impact on literature. The story is often

studied in classrooms for its narrative technique, character development, and thematic depth. It has

inspired countless adaptations, including films, plays, and modern retellings, showcasing its timeless

relevance.

Lessons and Morals

"The Necklace" imparts valuable lessons about the dangers of vanity and the importance of

appreciating what one has. It encourages readers to reflect on their values and the societal pressures

that may lead to dissatisfaction and regret.

Key lessons include:

- Value of Authenticity: True worth lies in one's character, not external appearances.

- Consequences of Choices: Decisions motivated by superficial desires can lead to unforeseen

hardships.



- Importance of Gratitude: Appreciating one’s life and circumstances can lead to genuine happiness.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Guy de Maupassant's "The Necklace" remains a poignant exploration of the human

condition, illustrating the complexities of desire, class, and the ironies of fate. Its well-crafted narrative

and rich themes continue to resonate with readers today, making it a timeless classic in the realm of

literature. Whether studied in academic settings or enjoyed as a captivating story, "The Necklace"

serves as a powerful reminder of the delicate balance between aspiration and reality, urging us to find

value in authenticity and contentment in our lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Necklace' by Guy de Maupassant?

The main theme of 'The Necklace' is the dangers of vanity and the pursuit of wealth. It explores how

societal expectations and materialism can lead to one's downfall.

How does the twist ending of 'The Necklace' impact the story's

message?

The twist ending reveals that the necklace was a fake, highlighting the futility of Mathilde's desire for a

luxurious life and underscoring the irony of her sacrifices for status.

In what ways does Mathilde Loisel's character reflect the struggles of

women in 19th-century France?

Mathilde Loisel's character reflects the limited roles available to women in 19th-century France,

showcasing her dissatisfaction with her life and her yearning for a more glamorous existence, which



ultimately leads to her tragic fate.

What literary techniques does Maupassant use to enhance the story of

'The Necklace'?

Maupassant employs irony, vivid imagery, and realism to enhance the narrative. The contrast between

Mathilde's aspirations and her reality is emphasized through detailed descriptions and situational irony.

How does 'The Necklace' comment on social class and materialism?

The story critiques social class and materialism by illustrating how Mathilde's obsession with wealth

leads to her ruin, ultimately suggesting that true happiness does not come from material possessions

or social status.
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