HABEN THE DEAFBLIND W OMAN WHO CONQUERED HARVARD LAW

HABEN THE DEAFBLIND WOMAN WHO CONQUERED HARVARD LAW IS AN INSPIRING STORY OF RESILIENCE, DETERMINATION, AND
TRIUMPH AGAINST OVERWHELMING ODDS. HABEN GIRMA, BORN TO REFUGEE PARENTS FROM ERITREA, EMERGED AS A BEACON OF
HOPE FOR MANY, SHOWCASING THAT DISABILITIES DO NOT DEFINE ONE'S POTENTIAL. HER JOURNEY TO BECOMING THE FIRST
DEAFBLIND GRADUATE OF HARVARD LAW SCHOOL IS NOT JUST A PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT: IT IS A TESTAMENT TO THE POWER
OF PERSEVERANCE AND THE IMPORTANCE OF INCLUSIVE EDUCATION.

THE EARLY LIFE oF HABEN GIRMA

HABEN GIRMA WAS BORN ONJULY 29, 1988, IN OAkLAND, CALIFORNIA. HER EARLY LIFE WAS MARKED BY CHALLENGES THAT
WOULD SHAPE HER INTO THE FORMIDABLE ADVOCATE SHE IS TODAY.

GrowING UP DEAFBLIND

FroMm BIRTH, HABEN FACED THE DUAL CHALLENGES OF BEING DEAF AND BLIND. HER CONDITION WAS A RESULT OF A RARE GENETIC
DISORDER, AND SHE HAD TO NAVIGATE A WORLD THAT OFTEN SAW HER AS LIMITED. YET, HER PARENTS WERE DETERMINED TO
PROVIDE HER WITH A RICH AND FULFILLING LIFE. THEY INSTILLED IN HER THE BELIEF THAT SHE COULD ACHIEVE ANYTHING SHE SET
HER MIND TO.

- SUPPORTIVE FAMILY: HABEN'S PARENTS PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN HER DEVELOPMENT BY ENCOURAGING HER TO COMMUNICATE
AND LEARN IN WAYS THAT WORKED FOR HER. THEY ADVOCATED FOR HER RIGHT TO AN EDUCATION AND ACCESS TO RESOURCES.
- EARLY EDUCATION: SHE ATTENDED A SPECIAL EDUCATION SCHOOL WHERE SHE LEARNED TO READ AND COMMUNICATE USING
BRAILLE AND TACTILE SIGN LANGUAGE. THIS EARLY FOUNDATION SET THE STAGE FOR HER FUTURE ACADEMIC SUCCESS.

ACADEMIC JOURNEY

HaABEN'S ACADEMIC JOURNEY IS A REMARKABLE CHAPTER IN HER LIFE STORY. DESPITE THE BARRIERS SHE FACED, SHE EXCELLED IN
HER STUDIES AND PURSUED HIGHER EDUCATION WITH VIGOR.

UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES AT LEWIS § CLARK COLLEGE

HaBEN ENROLLED AT LEWIS § CLARK COLLEGE IN OREGON, WHERE SHE STUDIED SOCIOLOGY AND POLITICAL SCIENCE. DURING
HER TIME THERE, SHE BECAME INVOLVED IN VARIOUS ACTIVITIES THAT WOULD LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR HER ADVOCACY
W ORK.

- STUDENT LEADERSHIP: SHE TOOK ON LEADERSHIP ROLES IN STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS AND WORKED TO PROMOTE INCLUSIVITY
ON CAMPUS.

- INTERNSHIPS: THROUGH INTERNSHIPS AND VOLUNTEER WORK, HABEN GAINED VALUABLE EXPERIENCE IN ADVOCACY AND PUBLIC
SERVICE, FURTHER IGNITING HER PASSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE.

HARVARD LAW ScHooL

HABEN'S AMBITION LED HER TO HARVARD LAW SCHOOL/ WHERE SHE FACED NEW CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES.

- BREAKING BARRIERS: AS THE FIRST DEAFBLIND PERSON TO ATTEND HARVARD LA\X/, SHE ADVOCATED FOR ACCESSIBILITY AND
INCLUSION WITHIN THE INSTITUTION.



- INNOVATIVE LEARNING: UTILIZING TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATIVE COMMUNICATION METHODS, HABEN MADE THE MOST OF HER
LAW SCHOOL EXPERIENCE, MASTERING LEGAL CONCEPTS AND EXCELLING ACADEMICALLY.

ADVOCACY AND IMPACT

AFTER GRADUATING FROM HARVARD LAW IN 2013, HABEN GIRMA EMBARKED ON A CAREER DEDICATED TO ADVOCACY FOR
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES. HER WORK HAS HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF MANY INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES.

LeGAL ADVOCACY

HABEN HAS WORKED AS A CIVIL RIGHTS LAWYER, FOCUSING ON ADVOCATING FOR THE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS WITH
DISABILITIES. HER LEGAL EXPERTISE HAS ENABLED HER TO ADDRESS SYSTEMIC ISSUES AND PUSH FOR CHANGE IN VARIOUS
SECTORS.

- DISABILITY RIGHTS: SHE HAS FOUGHT FOR THE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES, EMPHASIZING THE NEED FOR
INCLUSIVITY IN EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT, AND PUBLIC SERVICES.

- LITIGATION: HER LEGAL WORK HAS INCLUDED HIGH-PROFILE CASES THAT CHALLENGE DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES AND
PROMOTE ACCESSIBILITY.

PuBLIC SPEAKING AND EDUCATION

IN ADDITION TO HER LEGAL WORK, HABEN IS A SOUGHT-AFTER SPEAKER, SHARING HER STORY AND ADVOCATING FOR CHANGE
ACROSS THE GLOBE.

- MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER: THROUGH HER SPEECHES, SHE INSPIRES OTHERS TO BREAK DOWN BARRIERS AND PURSUE THEIR
DREAMS, REGARDLESS OF THEIR CIRCUMSTANCES.

- \W ORKSHOPS AND TRAINING: HABEN CONDUCTS WORKSHOPS ON DISABILITY RIGHTS, ACCESSIBILITY, AND INCLUSIVE
PRACTICES FOR ORGANIZATIONS AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

ACHIEVEMENTS AND RECOGNITION

HABEN GIRMA’'S ACCOMPLISHMENTS HAVE GARNERED WIDESPREAD RECOGNITION, SHINING A LIGHT ON HER INCREDIBLE JOURNEY AND
THE IMPORTANCE OF INCLUSIVITY.

AWARDS AND HONORS

THROUGHOUT HER CAREER, HABEN HAS RECEIVED NUMEROUS AW ARDS FOR HER ADVOCACY WORK, INCLUDING:
- NATIONAL DiSABILITY RIGHTS NETWORK AWARD: RECOGNIZING HER CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FIELD OF DISABILITY RIGHTS.

- HARVARD LAW ScHooL ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AW ARD: HONORING HER GROUNDBREAKING ACHIEVEMENTS AS A GRADUATE AND
ADVOCATE.

MEeDIA PRESENCE

HABEN'S STORY HAS BEEN FEATURED IN VARIOUS MEDIA OUTLETS, FURTHER AMPLIFYING HER MESSAGE OF RESILIENCE AND
EMPO\WERMENT.



- DOCUMENTARIES AND INTERVIEWS: SHE HAS APPEARED IN DOCUMENTARIES AND INTERVIEWS, SHARING HER EXPERIENCES AND
INSIGHTS ON DISABILITY RIGHTS AND INCLUSIVITY.

- Books AND PUBLICATIONS: HABEN IS ALSO AN ACCOMPLISHED AUTHOR, CONTRIBUTING TO BOOKS AND ARTICLES THAT
EXPLORE THE INTERSECTION OF DISABILITY, LAW, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.

THE IMPORTANCE OF INCLUSIVITY AND ACCESSIBILITY

HABEN GIRMA/SJOUENEY EMPHASIZES THE CRITICAL NEED FOR INCLUSIVITY AND ACCESSIBILITY IN ALL ASPECTS OF SOCIETY. HER
ADVOCACY WORK HIGHLIGHTS SEVERAL KEY AREAS!

EbucAaTION

- ACCESS TO RESOURCES: ALL STUDENTS, REGARDLESS OF ABILITY, SHOULD HAVE ACCESS TO THE RESOURCES AND SUPPORT
NEEDED TO SUCCEED IN THEIR EDUCATION.

- INcLUSIVE CURRICULUM: EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS MUST ADOPT INCLUSIVE CURRICULA THAT RECOGNIZE AND CELEBRATE
DIVERSITY.

EMPLOYMENT

- W ORKPLACE INCLUSION: EMPLOYERS MUST CREATE INCLUSIVE WORKPLACES THAT ACCOMMODATE INDIVIDUALS WITH
DISABILITIES, ENSURING EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL.

- ADVOCACY FOR RIGHTS: LEGAL PROTECTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES SHOULD BE ENFORCED TO ELIMINATE
DISCRIMINATION IN HIRING AND EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES.

PusLIC SERVICES

- ACCESSIBLE INFRASTRUCTURE: PUBLIC SPACES AND SERVICES MUST BE ACCESSIBLE TO ALL, ALLOWING INDIVIDUALS WITH
DISABILITIES TO NAVIGATE THEIR COMMUNITIES FREELY.

- COMMUNITY AWARENESS: PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS CAN HELP FOSTER UNDERSTANDING AND EMPATHY TOWARDS
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES, PROMOTING A MORE INCLUSIVE SOCIETY.

CONCLUSION

HABEN THE DEAFBLIND WOMAN WHO CONQUERED HARVARD LAW IS A POWERFUL REMINDER THAT DETERMINATION AND RESILIENCE
CAN OVERCOME EVEN THE MOST DAUNTING CHALLENGES. HER JOURNEY FROM A YOUNG GIRL FACING SIGNIFICANT BARRIERS TO A
CELEBRATED ADVOCATE IS BOTH INSPIRING AND TRANSFORMATIVE. AS SHE CONTINUES TO PUSH FOR INCLUSIVITY AND
ACCESSIBILITY, HABEN GIRMA STANDS AS A BEACON OF HOPE FOR COUNTLESS INDIVIDUALS WORLDWIDE, ENCOURAGING THEM
TO DREAM BIG AND PURSUE THEIR PASSIONS WITHOUT LIMITATIONS. HER LEGACY WILL UNDOUBTEDLY PAVE THE WAY FOR
FUTURE GENERATIONS, PROVING THAT WITH COURAGE AND PERSEVERANCE, ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHo Is HABEN GIRMA?

HABEN GIRMA IS A DEAFBLIND LAWYER AND ADVOCATE FOR DISABILITY RIGHTS, KNOWN FOR BEING THE FIRST DEAFBLIND



GRADUATE OF HARVARD LAW ScHooOL.

\W/HAT CHALLENGES DID HABEN GIRMA FACE WHILE ATTENDING HARVARD LAW
ScHooL?

HABEN FACED SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES INCLUDING ACCESSIBILITY ISSUES, COMMUNICATION BARRIERS, AND THE NEED FOR
SPECIALIZED SUPPORT TO NAVIGATE THE RIGOROUS ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT.

How pib HABEN GIRMA ADVOCATE FOR HERSELF DURING HER EDUCATION?

HABEN ADVOCATED FOR HERSELF BY SEEKING OUT RESOURCES, UTILIZING TECHNOLOGY FOR COMMUNICATION, AND \WORKING
CLOSELY WITH PROFESSORS TO ENSURE HER NEEDS WERE MET.

WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HABEN GIRMA'S GRADUATION FROM HARVARD LAW?

HER GRADUATION REPRESENTED A GROUNDBREAKING ACHIEVEMENT FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES, HIGHLIGHTING THE
IMPORTANCE OF INCLUSION AND ACCESSIBILITY IN HIGHER EDUCATION.

\WHAT KIND OF WORK DOES HABEN GIRMA DO AFTER GRADUATING FROM HARVARD
LAw?

HABEN WORKS AS A DISABILITY RIGHTS LAWYER, SPEAKER, AND ADVOCATE, FOCUSING ON PROMOTING ACCESSIBILITY AND
INCLUSION IN VARIOUS SECTORS.

How poes HABEN GIRMA USE TECHNOLOGY TO ASSIST HER IN DAILY LIFEP

HABEN USES A COMBINATION OF BRAILLE TECHNOLOGY, SPEECH-TO-TEXT SOFTWARE, AND APPS THAT ENHANCE
COMMUNICATION AND NAVIGATION TO SUPPORT HER DAILY ACTIVITIES.

\YWHAT MESSAGE DOES HABEN GIRMA CONVEY THROUGH HER ADVOCACY?

HABEN EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF BREAKING BARRIERS, FOSTERING UNDERSTANDING, AND ENSURING THAT SOCIETY IS
INCLUSIVE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES.

HAs HABEN GIRMA WRITTEN ANY BOOKS OR ARTICLES?

YES, HABEN HAS AUTHORED BOOKS AND ARTICLES, INCLUDING HER MEMOIR ‘HABEN: THE DEAFBLIND W OMAN \W/HO CONQUERED
HARVARD LAW," WHICH DETAILS HER JOURNEY AND EXPERIENCES.

\WHAT IMPACT HAS HABEN GIRMA HAD ON THE PERCEPTION OF DISABILITY?

HABEN HAS HELPED RESHAPE THE PERCEPTION OF DISABILITY BY DEMONSTRATING THAT WITH DETERMINATION AND SUPPORT,
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES CAN ACHIEVE REMARKABLE SUCCESS.
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