
hamlet ap multiple choice questions and
answers
Hamlet AP Multiple Choice Questions and Answers are an essential component of
preparing for the Advanced Placement (AP) English Literature exam. The play "Hamlet,"
written by William Shakespeare, is a cornerstone of English literature and a frequent
subject in AP exams. This article will delve into the types of multiple choice questions you
might encounter, effective strategies for answering them, and a selection of sample
questions and answers to aid your preparation.

Understanding Hamlet in Context

Before diving into multiple choice questions, it’s crucial to comprehend the context of
"Hamlet." This play is a tragic exploration of themes such as revenge, madness, mortality,
and the complexities of human emotion. Understanding these themes will not only help you
answer specific questions but also provide a foundational knowledge that underpins the
character motivations and plot developments.

Types of Multiple Choice Questions

AP multiple choice questions about "Hamlet" typically fall into several categories:

1. Character Analysis

These questions focus on the motivations, relationships, and developments of characters
throughout the play.

Example Questions:
- What motivates Hamlet’s hesitation in avenging his father’s death?
- How does Ophelia's relationship with Hamlet affect her mental state?

2. Thematic Elements

Understanding the major themes in "Hamlet" is essential. Questions may ask how specific
quotes or actions relate to these themes.

Example Questions:
- Which theme is most prominent in Hamlet’s soliloquies?
- How does the theme of madness manifest through various characters?



3. Literary Devices and Techniques

Questions may also explore Shakespeare’s use of literary devices such as symbolism,
imagery, and irony.

Example Questions:
- What is the significance of Yorick’s skull in Act 5?
- How does Shakespeare use foreshadowing in the play?

4. Plot and Structure

These questions often focus on the progression of the narrative and key events that shape
the storyline.

Example Questions:
- What event triggers Hamlet’s quest for revenge?
- How does the structure of the play contribute to its themes?

Strategies for Answering AP Multiple Choice
Questions

To effectively tackle AP multiple choice questions on "Hamlet," consider the following
strategies:

1. Read the Questions Carefully

Take your time to understand what each question is asking. Look for keywords and phrases
that can guide you to the correct answer.

2. Eliminate Clearly Wrong Answers

Often, multiple choice questions will have one or two answers that are obviously incorrect.
Eliminating these can improve your chances of selecting the correct choice.

3. Refer Back to the Text

When you encounter a question about a specific quote or scene, try to mentally refer back
to the text. Knowing the key quotations and their contexts will greatly enhance your
answering capability.



4. Practice with Sample Questions

Familiarizing yourself with sample questions can enhance your understanding of the format
and improve your confidence.

Sample Hamlet AP Multiple Choice Questions and
Answers

Below are some sample questions, along with their correct answers and explanations.

Question 1
In Act 1, Scene 2, Hamlet expresses his disdain for the world. Which of the following best
captures his state of mind?

A. Hopeful
B. Indifferent
C. Despairing
D. Angry

Correct Answer: C. Despairing
Explanation: Hamlet’s soliloquy reveals his deep sorrow over his father’s death and his
mother’s quick remarriage, leading to a profound sense of despair.

Question 2
What does Hamlet mean when he says, “To be or not to be: that is the question”?

A. He is contemplating suicide.
B. He is deciding whether to confront Claudius.
C. He is reflecting on the nature of existence.
D. He is questioning his role as a prince.

Correct Answer: A. He is contemplating suicide.
Explanation: This famous soliloquy is a reflection on mortality and the pain of life, where
Hamlet contemplates the merits of existence versus non-existence.

Question 3
Which of the following characters serves as a foil to Hamlet?

A. Laertes
B. Fortinbras
C. Claudius
D. Polonius



Correct Answer: B. Fortinbras
Explanation: Fortinbras represents action and decisiveness, contrasting Hamlet’s
procrastination and introspection regarding his revenge.

Question 4
What is the significance of the ghost in "Hamlet"?

A. It represents Hamlet’s guilt.
B. It symbolizes the past that cannot be escaped.
C. It serves as a catalyst for the action.
D. It reflects the theme of madness.

Correct Answer: C. It serves as a catalyst for the action.
Explanation: The ghost of King Hamlet sets the plot in motion by revealing the truth about
his murder and demanding revenge.

Conclusion

Preparing for the AP exam with a focus on "Hamlet" can be a rewarding experience. By
familiarizing yourself with the play’s characters, themes, and literary devices, and
practicing with multiple choice questions, you’ll be well-equipped to tackle the exam.
Remember, the key to success lies in understanding the text deeply and being able to
articulate that understanding in your answers. Good luck with your studies, and may your
exploration of "Hamlet" enrich your appreciation of Shakespeare’s timeless work!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme explored in Hamlet's
soliloquies?
The main theme explored is the nature of existence and the complexities of action and
inaction.

Which character serves as a foil to Hamlet throughout
the play?
Laertes serves as a foil to Hamlet, highlighting Hamlet's indecisiveness and contemplative
nature.

What is the significance of the ghost in Hamlet?
The ghost represents the unresolved issues of the past and serves as a catalyst for
Hamlet's quest for revenge.



How does Shakespeare portray madness in Hamlet?
Shakespeare portrays madness as both a genuine mental state and a strategic guise used
by Hamlet to navigate his treacherous environment.

What role does the theme of mortality play in Hamlet?
The theme of mortality is central, as it drives Hamlet's existential reflections and actions,
particularly seen in the graveyard scene.

How does the political backdrop of Denmark influence
the events in Hamlet?
The political backdrop creates an atmosphere of corruption and instability, influencing
Hamlet's actions and the play's tragic outcomes.
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