harding coolidge hoover and roosevelt
worksheet answers

harding coolidge hoover and roosevelt worksheet answers are essential
resources for students and educators alike when studying the four significant
U.S. Presidents who shaped the country during the early 20th century. Warren
G. Harding, Calvin Coolidge, Herbert Hoover, and Franklin D. Roosevelt each
had distinct policies and leadership styles that impacted American society
and the economy. This article will explore the key aspects of their
presidencies, their responses to major national issues, and how these
elements can be synthesized into educational worksheets. By focusing on their
accomplishments, failures, and historical contexts, this article offers a
comprehensive overview that will aid in understanding these critical figures
in American history.

This article will cover the following key topics:

e Overview of Harding, Coolidge, Hoover, and Roosevelt

Key Policies and Achievements

Challenges Faced During Their Presidencies

Impact on American Society

Educational Resources and Worksheet Creation

Overview of Harding, Coolidge, Hoover, and
Roosevelt

The presidencies of Warren G. Harding, Calvin Coolidge, Herbert Hoover, and
Franklin D. Roosevelt represent a transformative period in American history,
spanning from 1921 to 1945. Each president faced unique challenges and had
varying approaches to governance, reflecting the political and economic
climate of their times.

Warren G. Harding (1921-1923)

Harding's presidency was marked by a return to normalcy after World War I. He
advocated for pro-business policies and aimed to reduce the federal
government's role in the economy. However, his administration was marred by



scandals such as the Teapot Dome scandal, which involved bribery and
corruption at high levels of government.

Calvin Coolidge (1923-1929)

Following Harding's death, Coolidge assumed the presidency and continued many
of Harding's policies. Known for his laconic style and belief in limited
government, Coolidge promoted economic prosperity, which led to the Roaring
Twenties. His administration focused on tax cuts and reducing government
spending, which contributed to economic growth during this period.

Herbert Hoover (1929-1933)

Herbert Hoover took office just before the Great Depression, and his
presidency was defined by his attempts to combat the economic downturn.
Initially, he believed in voluntary measures and limited government
intervention, but as the depression deepened, his policies became
increasingly criticized. His administration struggled to provide adequate
relief to the millions affected by unemployment and poverty.

Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933-1945)

Roosevelt's presidency marked a significant shift in American policy with the
introduction of the New Deal, a series of programs aimed at economic recovery
and social reform. His leadership during the Great Depression and World War
IT established him as one of the most impactful presidents in U.S. history.
Roosevelt's policies expanded the role of the federal government and provided
direct assistance to those in need.

Key Policies and Achievements

Each president implemented distinct policies that reflected their
philosophies and the challenges of their time. Understanding these policies
is crucial for students analyzing their presidencies.

Harding's Policies

e Tax Cuts: Harding implemented significant tax reductions, particularly
for the wealthy, to stimulate investment.



e Isolationism: He favored a foreign policy that emphasized isolationism
and reduced international involvement.

e Regulation Reduction: Harding sought to reduce regulations on
businesses, believing it would promote economic growth.

Coolidge's Policies

e Economic Prosperity: Coolidge's policies led to significant economic
growth during the 1920s, with a focus on industrial expansion.

e Tax Reductions: His administration continued to lower taxes,
particularly for corporations and high-income earners.

e Limited Government: Coolidge believed in a minimalist government
approach, advocating for less intervention in the economy.

Hoover's Policies

e Public Works: In response to the Depression, Hoover initiated public
works projects, including the Hoover Dam, to create jobs.

e Volunteerism: He urged businesses to maintain wages and employment
levels without government intervention.

e Federal Home Loan Bank Act: This act aimed to provide financial
assistance to homeowners struggling with mortgage payments.

Roosevelt's Policies

e The New Deal: A series of programs aimed at relief, recovery, and reform
of the U.S. economy.

e Social Security Act: Established a system of old-age benefits and
unemployment insurance.

e Labor Rights: Roosevelt supported labor rights, including the right to



unionize and collective bargaining.

Challenges Faced During Their Presidencies

Each of these presidents faced significant challenges that tested their
leadership capabilities and reshaped American society.

Harding's Scandals

Harding's administration was plagued by scandals, particularly the Teapot
Dome scandal, which involved the illegal leasing of federal oil reserves.
This scandal tarnished his legacy and raised questions about his judgment and
the integrity of his administration.

Coolidge's Economic Challenges

While Coolidge presided over a prosperous economy, he also ignored warning
signs that led to the stock market crash of 1929. His reluctance to engage in
economic intervention contributed to the severity of the subsequent Great
Depression.

Hoover's Response to the Great Depression

Hoover faced immense criticism for his response to the Great Depression. Many
Americans felt that his policies were insufficient to address the widespread
suffering caused by unemployment and economic hardship. His failure to
provide direct relief efforts led to a loss of public confidence.

Roosevelt's Leadership During Crisis

Roosevelt's presidency was defined by his ability to respond effectively to
the dual crises of the Great Depression and World War II. His New Deal
programs were initially controversial but ultimately helped to stabilize the
economy and restore faith in the government.



Impact on American Society

The presidencies of Harding, Coolidge, Hoover, and Roosevelt left lasting
impacts on American society, shaping political discourse and public policy
for decades to follow.

Social Changes Under Roosevelt

Roosevelt's New Deal transformed the relationship between the American people
and the federal government. It established a precedent for government
intervention in the economy, particularly in providing social welfare
programs.

Economic Legacy of Hoover and Coolidge

While Coolidge's policies initially led to prosperity, they also set the

stage for the economic collapse of 1929. Hoover's administration is often
viewed as a cautionary tale about the limits of government intervention,

influencing future economic policies.

Educational Resources and Worksheet Creation

Creating worksheets based on the presidencies of Harding, Coolidge, Hoover,
and Roosevelt can enhance student understanding and engagement with
historical content. Here are some ideas for worksheet topics:

e Comparative Analysis: Compare and contrast the policies of each
president.

e Timeline of Events: Create a timeline highlighting key events during
each presidency.

e Impact Assessment: Evaluate the short-term and long-term impacts of
their policies on American society.

e Scandal Analysis: Investigate the major scandals of Harding's presidency
and their consequences.

These worksheets can incorporate critical thinking questions, encourage
discussion, and foster a deeper understanding of the complexities of each



presidency.

Q: What were the main scandals during Harding's
presidency?

A: The main scandals during Harding's presidency included the Teapot Dome
scandal, where government officials were implicated in corruption regarding
0oil reserves, and the Veterans Bureau scandal, which involved fraud and
mismanagement of veterans' funds.

Q: How did Coolidge's policies contribute to the
economic boom of the 1920s?

A: Coolidge's policies, which included tax cuts and a laissez-faire approach
to business regulation, contributed to significant economic growth, leading
to increased consumer spending and investment during the Roaring Twenties.

Q: What impact did Hoover's presidency have on
future economic policies?

A: Hoover's presidency highlighted the limitations of voluntary measures and
the need for government intervention during economic crises, shaping future
policies and leading to a more active role for the federal government in the
economy.

Q: In what ways did Roosevelt's New Deal change the
federal government's role?

A: Roosevelt's New Deal expanded the federal government's role significantly,
introducing social welfare programs, regulatory agencies, and a commitment to
economic intervention, fundamentally altering Americans' expectations of
government.

Q: What lessons can be learned from the presidencies
of Harding, Coolidge, Hoover, and Roosevelt?

A: The presidencies of these leaders provide valuable lessons about the
importance of effective governance, the need for responsiveness to economic
conditions, and the potential impact of leadership styles on public policy
and societal welfare.
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