
harley davidson wla manual

harley davidson wla manual is an essential resource for any enthusiast or owner of the iconic Harley-

Davidson WLA motorcycle, a model that has become a symbol of freedom and rebellion since its

introduction in the early 1940s. This manual serves not only as a guide for maintenance and repair but

also as a historical document that reflects the engineering prowess and design ethos of Harley-

Davidson. In this comprehensive article, we will delve into the key features of the WLA, the importance

of the manual, its contents, and how to utilize it effectively for optimal motorcycle care. Additionally, we

will explore frequently asked questions to enhance your understanding of this classic machine.
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Introduction to Harley-Davidson WLA

The Harley-Davidson WLA was first produced during World War II, primarily for military use, and



quickly gained popularity due to its durability and performance. It features a 45-cubic inch V-twin

engine and was designed to be rugged enough to withstand the rigors of war. The WLA was equipped

with several distinctive elements, including a sidecar mount and a high ground clearance, making it

ideal for various terrains. Over the years, this motorcycle has transitioned from a military vehicle to a

beloved classic among collectors and riders alike.

The Importance of the Harley-Davidson WLA Manual

The Harley-Davidson WLA manual is a critical tool for both novice and experienced mechanics. It

provides detailed instructions on the motorcycle’s specifications, maintenance, and repair processes.

With the manual, owners can better understand their motorcycle's mechanics, ensuring proper care

and longevity. Additionally, the manual serves as a historical reference, preserving the legacy of the

WLA and its significance in American motorcycle history.

Key Features of the Harley-Davidson WLA

The Harley-Davidson WLA is renowned for several key features that set it apart from other

motorcycles of its time. Understanding these features can help owners appreciate the motorcycle's

design and functionality.

Engine and Performance

The WLA is powered by a 45-cubic inch (740 cc) V-twin engine, which produces about 25 horsepower.

This engine configuration provides a good balance of power and torque, making it suitable for both on-

road and off-road riding. The bike's lightweight frame contributes to its agility, allowing for swift

maneuvers.



Durability and Design

Constructed with military-grade materials, the WLA is built to endure harsh conditions. The bike

features a robust frame, large tires for traction, and a high ground clearance to navigate uneven

surfaces. Its design includes a minimalist aesthetic that embodies the utilitarian ethos of wartime

production.

Customization Options

Many WLA owners enjoy customizing their motorcycles. The manual offers guidance on various

modifications, from changing the exhaust system to upgrading the electrical components.

Customization not only enhances performance but also allows riders to express their individuality.

Contents of the Harley-Davidson WLA Manual

The Harley-Davidson WLA manual is organized into several sections, each focusing on different

aspects of the motorcycle. Here’s a breakdown of the typical contents you can expect to find:

Introduction to the WLA

Specifications and Features

Maintenance Schedules

Repair Procedures

Electrical System Information

Parts Lists and Diagrams



Customization Guidelines

Troubleshooting Tips

Utilizing the Harley-Davidson WLA Manual

To make the most of the Harley-Davidson WLA manual, it is essential to familiarize yourself with its

layout and instructions. Here are some tips on how to effectively use the manual:

Regular Maintenance

Regular maintenance is crucial to keeping your WLA in good condition. The manual outlines a

maintenance schedule that includes oil changes, brake inspections, and other routine checks.

Following this schedule helps prevent potential issues and prolongs the life of the motorcycle.

Repair Instructions

The repair section of the manual provides step-by-step instructions for various repairs. Whether you

need to adjust the carburetor or replace a tire, the manual will guide you through the process. It's

essential to follow these instructions closely to ensure safety and reliability.

Parts and Accessories

The manual includes a detailed parts list and diagrams, which are invaluable when ordering

replacement parts. Knowing the correct part numbers and specifications will ensure you get the right

components for your bike. It’s advisable to use genuine Harley-Davidson parts whenever possible to

maintain quality and performance.



Common Maintenance Tips for Harley-Davidson WLA

Maintaining your Harley-Davidson WLA involves several key practices that every owner should follow

to ensure optimal performance and longevity.

Regularly check and change the engine oil.

Inspect and clean the air filter to improve airflow.

Keep the tires properly inflated and check for wear.

Examine the brake system and replace brake pads as needed.

Ensure all electrical connections are secure and free from corrosion.

Lubricate moving parts regularly to prevent wear and tear.

Conclusion

The Harley-Davidson WLA manual is an indispensable resource for any owner of this classic

motorcycle. It not only provides essential maintenance and repair information but also connects riders

to the rich history of the WLA. By utilizing the manual effectively, owners can ensure that their

motorcycle remains in excellent condition for years to come. Whether you are a seasoned mechanic or

a new owner, understanding your Harley-Davidson WLA through its manual will enhance your riding

experience and appreciation for this iconic machine.



Q: What is the primary purpose of the Harley-Davidson WLA manual?

A: The primary purpose of the Harley-Davidson WLA manual is to provide detailed maintenance, repair

instructions, and specifications for the WLA motorcycle, ensuring owners can effectively care for their

bikes.

Q: Can I use the Harley-Davidson WLA manual for repairs?

A: Yes, the manual includes step-by-step repair instructions that guide owners through various

maintenance and repair tasks, making it an essential tool for DIY repairs.

Q: What type of engine does the Harley-Davidson WLA have?

A: The Harley-Davidson WLA is equipped with a 45-cubic inch (740 cc) V-twin engine, known for its

durability and reliable performance.

Q: How often should I perform maintenance on my Harley-Davidson

WLA?

A: Maintenance should be performed regularly according to the schedule outlined in the manual, which

typically includes oil changes, brake inspections, and other routine checks.

Q: Are there customization options available for the Harley-Davidson

WLA?

A: Yes, the manual provides guidelines for various customization options, allowing owners to modify

their motorcycles to suit their style and performance needs.



Q: Where can I obtain a copy of the Harley-Davidson WLA manual?

A: Copies of the Harley-Davidson WLA manual can often be purchased through Harley-Davidson

dealerships, online retailers, or found in motorcycle repair bookstores.

Q: What are some common issues that can be addressed using the

WLA manual?

A: Common issues include carburetor adjustments, electrical system troubleshooting, and brake

maintenance, all of which are covered in detail in the manual.

Q: Is it important to use genuine Harley-Davidson parts for repairs?

A: Yes, using genuine Harley-Davidson parts is recommended to maintain the quality and performance

of the motorcycle, as they are specifically designed for the WLA.

Q: Can I perform maintenance on my Harley-Davidson WLA without

prior experience?

A: While the manual provides clear instructions, it is advisable for beginners to seek assistance from

experienced mechanics or take a motorcycle maintenance course to ensure safety and efficacy.
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