harriet tubman moses of her people

harriet tubman moses of her people is a title that encapsulates the
extraordinary life and legacy of Harriet Tubman, one of the most important
figures in American history. Tubman, born into slavery, became a pivotal
leader in the fight against oppression and a symbol of courage and
resilience. Known as the “Moses of her people,” she led countless enslaved
individuals to freedom through the Underground Railroad, risking her own life
time and again. This article will delve into her remarkable journey, her role
in the abolitionist movement, the challenges she faced, and her lasting
impact on American society. Additionally, we will explore her contributions
during the Civil War and her work in women's suffrage. Let us embark on this
enlightening exploration of Harriet Tubman, a true hero whose legacy
continues to inspire.
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Early Life and Background

Harriet Tubman was born Araminta Ross around 1822 in Dorchester County,
Maryland. She was born into a world of slavery, facing harsh conditions from
a young age. Tubman was subjected to physical violence and trauma, which
shaped her understanding of the struggles faced by enslaved people. Her early
life was marked by hardships, including family separations, as her parents
and siblings were sold to different slave owners.

At the age of six, she was hired out as a nursemaid, where she endured
difficult working conditions. Tubman's first experience with resistance came
when she was around 12 years old, when she was struck in the head by an
overseer attempting to discipline another enslaved person. This injury caused
lifelong health issues, but it also ignited a fierce determination within
Tubman to seek freedom.



Family and Early Influences

Family played a crucial role in Tubman's life. Her mother, Harriet Green, was
a strong influence, teaching her the importance of family bonds and
resilience. Tubman's father, Benjamin Ross, was also a significant figure,
known for his resistance to slavery and his efforts to escape to freedom.
These early influences instilled in Tubman a deep desire to fight against
injustice and to protect her family.

The Underground Railroad

Harriet Tubman's most famous role came as a conductor on the Underground
Railroad, a secret network of routes and safe houses established to help
enslaved people escape to free states and Canada. After escaping slavery
herself in 1849, Tubman made it her mission to return and rescue others,
earning her the nickname "Moses."

Escape and Return

In her first escape, Tubman traveled approximately 90 miles north to
Pennsylvania, where she found freedom. However, the pain of leaving her
family behind motivated her to return. Between 1850 and 1860, she made at
least 13 trips back to the South, rescuing around 70 enslaved individuals.
Tubman employed various strategies to avoid capture, including disguises and
the use of the North Star for navigation.

Methods and Strategies

Tubman's success as a conductor was due to her meticulous planning and
knowledge of the terrain. She relied on a network of abolitionists and
sympathizers who provided shelter and assistance. This collective effort was
crucial for the safety of those fleeing and for Tubman herself. Key elements
of her strategy included:

e Using the cover of night for travel.
e Employing coded language and songs to communicate.

e Creating escape routes that minimized the risk of capture.

Contributions During the Civil War

During the Civil War, Tubman's activism did not wane. Instead, she took on
new roles, serving as a nurse, cook, and spy for the Union Army. Her



experiences in the Underground Railroad equipped her with unique insights
into covert operations and strategies.

Spying and Military Contributions

Tubman became the first woman to lead an armed expedition in the war. She
played a critical role in the Combahee River Raid, where she guided Union
forces to liberate more than 750 enslaved people from plantations along the
river in South Carolina. This operation not only showcased her leadership but
also contributed significantly to the Union's efforts.

Nursing and Support Roles

In addition to her military contributions, Tubman served as a nurse and
helped care for wounded soldiers. She used her knowledge of herbal medicine
to treat the sick and injured, demonstrating her commitment to humanitarian
efforts during this tumultuous time.

Legacy and Impact

Harriet Tubman's legacy extends far beyond her immediate contributions. She
is celebrated as a symbol of freedom, courage, and resilience. Her efforts in
the Underground Railroad and during the Civil War paved the way for future
generations of activists and leaders.

Cultural and Historical Recognition

In recognition of her contributions, Tubman has been honored in various
forms, including books, films, and monuments. Her life story continues to be
an inspiration, especially in the context of movements advocating for civil
rights and social justice.

Educational Impact

Harriet Tubman’s story is an integral part of American history curricula.
Schools across the nation teach her life and the broader context of slavery
and the abolitionist movement, ensuring that her legacy is preserved for
future generations. Exhibits and museums dedicated to her life serve to
educate the public about her significant role in American history.



Harriet Tubman and Women's Suffrage

Beyond her work in the abolitionist movement, Tubman was also a staunch
advocate for women’s rights. She recognized that the fight for freedom was
intertwined with the fight for gender equality. In her later years, she
worked alongside prominent suffragists, including Susan B. Anthony and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton.

Advocacy and Speaking Engagements

Tubman traveled extensively to speak about the rights of women and the need
for suffrage. Her powerful voice and personal experiences resonated with
many, drawing attention to the intersection of race and gender in the fight
for equality. She emphasized the importance of voting rights for women,
stating that “the time will come when the world will know that women are not
mere playthings.”

Legacy in Women's Rights

Her contributions to the women’s suffrage movement are often overshadowed by
her role in abolition, but they are equally significant. Tubman’s tireless

advocacy helped lay the groundwork for future advancements in women’s rights,
demonstrating that the fight for liberation encompasses all oppressed groups.

Conclusion

Harriet Tubman, known as the Moses of her people, left an indelible mark on
American history through her relentless pursuit of freedom for herself and
others. Her legacy as a conductor of the Underground Railroad, a military
leader during the Civil War, and a champion for women's suffrage showcases
her multifaceted contributions to society. Tubman's courage, intelligence,
and tenacity make her a timeless figure of inspiration, reminding us of the
ongoing struggles for justice and equality. Her life and work continue to
resonate today, serving as a powerful reminder of the importance of standing
up against oppression and advocating for the rights of all individuals.

Q: What does the title "Moses of her people" signify
in relation to Harriet Tubman?

A: The title "Moses of her people" signifies Harriet Tubman's role as a
leader and liberator of enslaved individuals, much like the biblical figure
Moses who led the Israelites to freedom. Tubman risked her life to guide many
to safety through the Underground Railroad.



Q: How many trips did Harriet Tubman make back to
the South to rescue enslaved people?

A: Harriet Tubman made approximately 13 trips back to the South, successfully
rescuing around 70 enslaved individuals during those journeys.

Q: What roles did Harriet Tubman fulfill during the
Civil War?

A: During the Civil War, Harriet Tubman served as a nurse, cook, and spy for
the Union Army. She also led the Combahee River Raid, which liberated over
750 enslaved people.

Q: How did Harriet Tubman contribute to the women’s
suffrage movement?

A: Harriet Tubman was an advocate for women's rights and suffrage, speaking
alongside prominent suffragists. She emphasized the importance of voting
rights for women and worked to raise awareness of gender equality issues.

Q: What was Harriet Tubman's early life like?

A: Harriet Tubman was born into slavery and faced brutal conditions from a
young age. Her early experiences with violence and family separations
influenced her later commitment to fighting against oppression.

Q: Why is Harriet Tubman considered a symbol of
resilience?

A: Harriet Tubman is considered a symbol of resilience due to her unwavering
determination to fight for freedom despite facing immense personal risks and
hardships throughout her life.

Q: How has Harriet Tubman's legacy been preserved in
modern times?

A: Harriet Tubman's legacy has been preserved through educational curricula,
literature, films, and monuments dedicated to her life and work, ensuring
that her contributions to American history are remembered and honored.



Q: What was the significance of the Underground
Railroad?

A: The Underground Railroad was significant as it provided a means for
enslaved individuals to escape to freedom. It was a crucial network that
challenged the institution of slavery and highlighted the efforts of
abolitionists like Harriet Tubman.

Q: How did Harriet Tubman use her knowledge of
herbal medicine?

A: Harriet Tubman used her knowledge of herbal medicine to care for wounded
soldiers during the Civil War, showcasing her commitment to humanitarian
efforts and her resourcefulness in healing those in need.
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