
harrison bergeron study guide key
harrison bergeron study guide key is an essential resource for anyone looking to delve deeper
into Kurt Vonnegut's thought-provoking short story. This narrative explores themes of equality,
government control, and individual identity through a dystopian lens. This study guide will cover key
elements such as character analysis, thematic exploration, and plot summaries. The aim is to provide
a comprehensive understanding of the story's underlying messages and its relevance in today's
society. Each section will equip readers with the tools needed to analyze and discuss the text
effectively.
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Introduction to "Harrison Bergeron"
Published in 1961, "Harrison Bergeron" is a short story that presents a future society where the
government enforces absolute equality among all citizens. This enforcement is achieved through the
use of handicaps that suppress individual talents, beauty, and intelligence. Vonnegut uses this
narrative to critique the extreme pursuit of equality and the dangers of a conformist society. The
main character, Harrison Bergeron, embodies the struggle against this oppressive regime.
Understanding this story requires an exploration of its setting, the time period it was written in, and
the societal critiques it presents.

Character Analysis
The characters in "Harrison Bergeron" play crucial roles in conveying the story's messages. Each
character represents different facets of society, and their interactions highlight the story's themes of
individuality and oppression.

Harrison Bergeron
Harrison is the protagonist of the story, a gifted individual who rebels against the constraints
imposed by society. He is described as tall, strong, and intelligent, making him a target for the
government's handicaps. His rebellion is a powerful statement against the enforced mediocrity that



defines his world.

George Bergeron
George, Harrison's father, represents the average citizen who complies with societal rules. He is
burdened with mental handicaps that prevent him from using his intelligence fully. His character
illustrates the internal conflict between personal freedom and societal expectations.

Hazel Bergeron
Hazel, Harrison's mother, is depicted as a simple-minded woman who does not question the status
quo. Her lack of intelligence is a result of the government's handicapping measures, symbolizing the
complacency of society in accepting oppression.

The Handicapper General
The Handicapper General, Diana Moon Glampers, is the antagonist in the story. She enforces the
laws of equality with an iron fist, representing the extreme measures taken by governments to
suppress individuality. Her character is a warning against authoritarianism and the loss of personal
freedoms.

Themes and Motifs
Understanding the themes in "Harrison Bergeron" is key to grasping Vonnegut's message. Several
prominent themes emerge throughout the story:

Equality vs. Individuality
The most significant theme is the conflict between equality and individuality. Vonnegut explores the
idea that true equality cannot be achieved through oppressive means. The handicaps placed on
individuals serve to highlight the absurdity of enforced sameness and the value of personal
differences.

Government Control
The story critiques the dangers of government overreach and the loss of personal freedoms. The
extreme measures taken to ensure equality showcase how a government can manipulate its citizens,
stripping away their identities for the sake of conformity.



Beauty and Intelligence
Vonnegut also addresses the societal perceptions of beauty and intelligence. By handicapping the
gifted, he questions the value placed on mediocrity and challenges readers to consider the
implications of undermining individual strengths.

Rebellion and Resistance
Harrison's rebellion serves as a powerful symbol of resistance against oppression. His desire to
break free from the constraints imposed by society illustrates the human spirit's innate drive for
freedom and self-expression.

Plot Summary
The plot of "Harrison Bergeron" unfolds in a dystopian future where the government enforces
equality through handicaps. The story begins with George and Hazel watching television, where a
ballet performance is interrupted by an announcement about their son Harrison, who has been
arrested for being a "dangerously intelligent" individual.

As the story progresses, Harrison escapes from captivity, declaring himself an emperor and
demanding that others join him in his rebellion. He removes his handicaps and performs a ballet
with a ballerina, showcasing beauty and grace. However, their brief moment of freedom ends
tragically when the Handicapper General intervenes and kills him, reinforcing the oppressive nature
of their society.

Discussion Questions
Engaging with "Harrison Bergeron" can be enhanced through thoughtful discussion. Below are some
questions that can prompt analysis and deeper understanding of the text:

What do you think Vonnegut is trying to say about the concept of equality through the story?1.

How do the characters of George and Hazel Bergeron illustrate the effects of government2.
control on individual thoughts and behaviors?

In what ways does Harrison's rebellion reflect the human desire for freedom and individuality?3.

How does Vonnegut use irony to convey his message about societal norms?4.

What lessons can be drawn from "Harrison Bergeron" in relation to contemporary issues of5.
equality and individual rights?



Conclusion
"Harrison Bergeron" serves as a powerful commentary on the implications of enforced equality and
the importance of individuality. Through its rich characters, compelling themes, and poignant plot,
Vonnegut challenges readers to reflect on the balance between societal expectations and personal
freedoms. This study guide aims to equip readers with a comprehensive understanding of the story,
enabling them to engage in meaningful discussions about its relevance in today's world.

Q: What is the main message of "Harrison Bergeron"?
A: The main message of "Harrison Bergeron" is a critique of enforced equality and the dangers of
sacrificing individuality for the sake of conformity. Vonnegut highlights the absurdity of a society
that suppresses personal strengths to achieve a false sense of equality.

Q: How does the story's setting contribute to its themes?
A: The dystopian setting of "Harrison Bergeron" enhances its themes by illustrating a world where
governmental control suppresses individuality. This environment allows readers to see the extreme
consequences of prioritizing sameness over diversity.

Q: What role do the handicaps play in the story?
A: The handicaps serve as a physical manifestation of societal oppression, designed to limit the
abilities of individuals. They symbolize the lengths to which the government goes to ensure that no
one stands out, reinforcing the theme of enforced equality.

Q: How does Vonnegut use irony in "Harrison Bergeron"?
A: Vonnegut employs irony by showcasing a society that aims for equality but achieves the opposite
through oppression. The characters who are handicapped to be “equal” are ultimately stripped of
their humanity, highlighting the absurdity of their situation.

Q: What are the implications of Harrison's rebellion?
A: Harrison's rebellion signifies the inherent human desire for freedom and self-expression. It
suggests that individuals will always seek to break free from oppression, emphasizing the
importance of individuality in the face of societal constraints.

Q: How can "Harrison Bergeron" be related to contemporary
issues?
A: "Harrison Bergeron" can be related to contemporary issues such as debates on equality,
government control, and the value of diversity. It prompts discussions about how far society should



go in enforcing equality and the potential consequences of such actions.
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