
harvard medical school interview
questions
Harvard Medical School interview questions are a crucial component of the
admissions process for one of the most prestigious medical schools in the
world. The interview serves as an opportunity for the admissions committee to
evaluate candidates not just on their academic achievements, but also on
their interpersonal skills, motivations, and suitability for a career in
medicine. This article will explore the types of questions you might
encounter during a Harvard Medical School interview, tips for preparation,
and insights into the interview process.

Understanding the Purpose of the Interview

The interview at Harvard Medical School aims to assess several key qualities
in candidates:

Communication Skills: How well can you articulate your thoughts and
ideas?

Critical Thinking: Are you capable of analyzing complex situations and
making sound judgments?

Compassion and Empathy: Do you demonstrate an understanding of the human
experience and the importance of caring for patients?

Passion for Medicine: What drives your interest in pursuing a medical
career?

The overall goal is to identify candidates who are not only academically
qualified but also possess the qualities necessary to excel in the medical
field.

Common Types of Harvard Medical School
Interview Questions

During the interview, you can expect a mix of traditional questions,
behavioral questions, and situational questions. Here are some common types:



1. Traditional Questions

These questions often focus on your background, motivations, and experiences.
Examples include:

Why do you want to become a doctor?

What experiences have influenced your decision to pursue medicine?

Why did you choose Harvard Medical School?

How have your academic and extracurricular activities prepared you for a
career in medicine?

2. Behavioral Questions

Behavioral questions are designed to assess how you have handled situations
in the past. They often begin with phrases like "Tell me about a time
when..." or "Give me an example of...". Examples include:

Tell me about a time when you faced a significant challenge and how you
overcame it.

Discuss an experience where you had to work in a team. What role did you
play?

Describe a situation where you had to demonstrate leadership.

How do you handle stress and pressure?

3. Situational Questions

Situational questions present hypothetical scenarios that you might encounter
in a medical context. These questions assess your problem-solving and ethical
decision-making skills. Examples include:

If you were faced with a patient who refused treatment, how would you
handle the situation?

What would you do if you observed a fellow medical student acting



unethically?

How would you approach a situation where a patient is not following your
recommended treatment plan?

Strategies for Answering Interview Questions

When preparing for Harvard Medical School interview questions, consider the
following strategies:

1. Use the STAR Method

The STAR method (Situation, Task, Action, Result) is an effective way to
structure your answers to behavioral questions. This approach helps you
provide a concise and focused response:

- Situation: Describe the context within which you performed a task.
- Task: Explain the task you were responsible for.
- Action: Discuss the specific actions you took to address the situation.
- Result: Share the outcomes of your actions and what you learned from the
experience.

2. Be Authentic

While it’s important to prepare for common questions, authenticity is key in
an interview. Be honest about your motivations, experiences, and aspirations.
Admissions committees value genuine enthusiasm and a clear understanding of
why medicine is the right path for you.

3. Practice Active Listening

During the interview, pay close attention to the questions being asked. This
not only demonstrates respect but also allows you to tailor your responses
effectively. If you don’t understand a question, it’s perfectly acceptable to
ask for clarification.

4. Prepare Questions for the Interviewers

At the end of the interview, you will likely have the opportunity to ask
questions. This is your chance to demonstrate your interest in Harvard



Medical School and to learn more about the program. Consider asking about:

The school’s approach to clinical training.

Opportunities for research and community engagement.

The support systems in place for students.

Post-Interview Reflection

After your interview, take some time to reflect on your performance. Consider
the following:

What went well during the interview?

Were there any questions that caught you off guard?

How could you improve your responses for future interviews?

This reflection can help you prepare for any subsequent interviews you may
have, whether at other medical schools or for residency programs.

Conclusion

Preparing for Harvard Medical School interview questions requires a blend of
self-reflection, practice, and an understanding of what the admissions
committee is looking for. By familiarizing yourself with the types of
questions that may be asked, employing effective answering strategies, and
maintaining an authentic demeanor, you can present yourself as a strong
candidate for admission. Remember, the interview is not just a test of your
knowledge and qualifications; it’s an opportunity for you to convey your
passion for medicine and your commitment to the values that underpin the
medical profession. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common behavioral questions asked



during a Harvard Medical School interview?
Common behavioral questions often include scenarios like 'Tell me about a
time you faced a challenge' or 'Describe a situation where you demonstrated
leadership.'

How should I prepare for ethical dilemmas presented
in the interview?
Familiarize yourself with common ethical issues in medicine, practice
articulating your thought process, and be ready to discuss the implications
of your decisions.

What type of personal experiences should I highlight
during the interview?
Focus on experiences that showcase your commitment to medicine, teamwork,
resilience, and any significant challenges you have overcome.

Are there questions about current events in
healthcare during the interview?
Yes, interviewers may ask about recent developments or issues in healthcare,
so staying informed about healthcare policies and trends is crucial.

What role do research experiences play in the
interview?
Research experiences are valued, and you should be prepared to discuss your
role, findings, and how the experience has shaped your desire to pursue
medicine.

How important is it to ask questions at the end of
the interview?
Asking insightful questions demonstrates your interest in the program and
helps you determine if it's the right fit for you, so it's very important.

What should I do if I don’t know the answer to a
question?
It's okay to admit you don't know something; you can express your thought
process or relate it to something you do understand.



How can I demonstrate my understanding of the
challenges in the medical field?
You can discuss issues like healthcare accessibility, mental health stigma,
or the impact of technology in medicine, showing your awareness and critical
thinking.

What is the best way to convey my passion for
medicine during the interview?
Share personal stories that illustrate your journey to medicine, your
motivations, and how your experiences have fueled your passion for the field.
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