HELPING VERBS AND LINKING VERBS

HELPING VERBS AND LINKING VERBS PLAY CRITICAL ROLES IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, SERVING AS ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS THAT
ENHANCE SENTENCE STRUCTURE AND MEANING. UNDERSTANDING THESE TWO TYPES OF VERBS IS CRUCIAL FOR ANYONE LOOKING
TO IMPROVE THEIR WRITING AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL DELVE INTO THE DEFINITIONS, FUNCTIONS,
AND EXAMPLES OF HELPING VERBS AND LINKING VERBS, AS WELL AS HOW TO USE THEM EFFECTIVELY IN YOUR WRITING.

WHAT ARE HELPING VERBS?

HeLPING VERBS, ALSO KNOWN AS AUXILIARY VERBS, ARE VERBS THAT ACCOMPANY MAIN VERBS TO FORM VERB PHRASES. THeY
HELP CONVEY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTION, SUCH AS TENSE, MOOD, VOICE, OR ASPECT. THE PRIMARY HELPING
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VERBS IN ENGLISH INCLUDE BE, HAVE, AND DO, ALONG WITH MODAL VERBS LIKE CAN, COULD, MAY, MIGHT,
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SHALL, SHOULD, WILL, AND \WOULD.

FUNCTIONS oF HeLPING VERBS

HELPING VERBS SERVE SEVERAL IMPORTANT FUNCTIONS IN ENGLISH SENTENCES:

o FORMING TENSES: HELPING VERBS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR CREATING DIFFERENT TENSES. FOR EXAMPLE:
o PRESENT PERFECT: “SHE HAS COMPLETED HER HOMEWORK.”

o PAST CONTINUOUS: “THEY WERE PLAYING SOCCER.”

o CREATING NEGATIVE FORMS: HELPING VERBS ARE USED TO FORM NEGATIVE SENTENCES:
o "HEe DOES NOT LIKE BROCCOLL.”

o “| HAVE NOT FINISHED MY PROJECT.”

o AskING QUESTIONS: HELPING VERBS ARE CRUCIAL FOR FORMING INTERROGATIVE SENTENCES:
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o “"Do YoU WANT TO JOIN US?

o “HAVE THEY ARRIVED YET?"

® EXPRESSING MoOOD: MODAL HELPING VERBS EXPRESS POSSIBILITY, NECESSITY, OR PERMISSION:
" "
o "YOU CAN GO TO THE PARTY.

o "] SHOULD STUDY FOR THE EXAM.”



ExAMPLES OF HELPING VERBS IN SENTENCES

TO COMPREHEND HOW HELPING VERBS FUNCTION WITHIN SENTENCES, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLES:
1. "SHE IS READING A BOOK.”

2. "THEY HAVE BEEN WORKING ON THE PROJECT.”

3. "\WE WILL FINISH THE REPORT BY FRIDAY.”

4. "He cAN swiM VERY WELL.”

IN THESE EXAMPLES, THE HELPING VERBS ENHANCE THE MAIN VERBS BY PROVIDING CONTEXT ABOUT TIME, CONTINUITY, OR
ABILITY.

WHAT ARE LINKING VERBS?

LINKING VERBS ARE A DIFFERENT CATEGORY OF VERBS THAT SERVE TO CONNECT THE SUBJECT OF A SENTENCE WITH A SUBJECT
COMPLEMENT, WHICH CAN BE A NOUN, PRONOUN, OR ADJECTIVE THAT DESCRIBES OR IDENTIFIES THE SUBJECT. THE MOST COMMON
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LINKING VERB IS “TO BE” IN ITS VARIOUS FORMS, SUCH AS “IS,” “ARE,” "wAS,” AND “WERE.” OTHER LINKING VERBS INCLUDE

’ ’
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BECOME, SEEM, APPEAR, FEEL, LOOK, TASTE, SMELL, AND SOUND.

FUNCTIONS OF LINKING VERBS

LINKING VERBS SERVE TO ESTABLISH A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SUBJECT AND ITS COMPLEMENT, OFTEN INDICATING A STATE
OF BEING OR CONDITION:
o DESCRIBING STATES OR CONDITIONS: LINKING VERBS DESCRIBE THE STATE OR CONDITION OF THE SUBJECT:
o “SHE /S A TALENTED MUSICIAN.”

o "THE SOUP TASTES DELICIOUS.”

¢ |DENTIFYING THE SUBJECT: LINKING VERBS CAN IDENTIFY OR RENAME THE SUBJECT:
o “He /15 THE TEAM CAPTAIN.”

o "THEY BECAME FRIENDS AFTER THE TRIP.”

® EXPRESSING SENSORY PERCEPTIONS: SOME LINKING VERBS CONVEY SENSORY EXPERIENCES:
1" "
o "THE FLOWERS SMELL LOVELY.

" "
o "SHE APPEARS TIRED.



ExAMPLES OF LINKING VERBS IN SENTENCES

HERE ARE SOME SENTENCES THAT ILLUSTRATE THE USE OF LINKING VERBS:
1. "THE sKY /SBLUE.”
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2. "He SEemMS HAPPY TODAY.
3. “THE COOKIES LOOK BURNT.”
4. "SHe BECAME A DOCTOR.”

IN THESE EXAMPLES, THE LINKING VERBS CONNECT THE SUBJECT TO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT DESCRIBES OR IDENTIFIES IT.

DiFFereNCES BETWEEN HELPING VERBS AND LINKING VERBS

W/HILE BOTH HELPING VERBS AND LINKING VERBS ARE ESSENTIAL TO SENTENCE STRUCTURE, THEY SERVE DISTINCT PURPOSES.
HERE ARE THE MAIN DIFFERENCES:

® FUNCTION: HELPING VERBS ASSIST THE MAIN VERB IN EXPRESSING ACTION, TENSE, MOOD, OR ASPECT, WHILE LINKING
VERBS CONNECT THE SUBJECT WITH A COMPLEMENT THAT DESCRIBES OR IDENTIFIES IT.

e ACTION VS. STATE: HELPING VERBS INDICATE ACTIONS OR STATES OF BEING INVOLVING THE SUBJECT, WHEREAS LINKING
VERBS EXPRESS A STATE OF BEING OR CONDITION OF THE SUBJECT.

¢ VERB PHRASE VS. COMPLEMENT: HELPING VERBS ARE PART OF A VERB PHRASE, WHILE LINKING VERBS ARE FOLLOWED BY A
COMPLEMENT THAT PROVIDES MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE SUBJECT.

How To Use HELPING VERBS AND LINKING VERBS EFFECTIVELY

TO USE HELPING VERBS AND LINKING VERBS EFFECTIVELY IN YOUR WRITING, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING TIPS:

1. IDENTIFY THE MAIN VERB

BEFORE SELECTING A HELPING VERB, IDENTIFY THE MAIN VERB IN YOUR SENTENCE. THIS WILL HELP YOU CHOOSE THE APPROPRIATE
AUXILIARY VERB TO CONVEY THE DESIRED MEANING.

2. UNDERSTAND TENSE AND ASPECT

W/HEN USING HELPING VERBS, PAY ATTENTION TO THE TENSE AND ASPECT YOU WANT TO EXPRESS. THIS ENSURES THAT YOUR
SENTENCES ARE CLEAR AND GRAMMATICALLY CORRECT.

3. CHoOosSE THE RIGHT LINKING VERB

\W/HEN USING LINKING VERBS, SELECT THE VERB THAT BEST DESCRIBES THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SUBJECT AND ITS
COMPLEMENT. DIFFERENT LINKING VERBS CAN CONVEY DIFFERENT SHADES OF MEANING.



4. PRACTICE WITH EXAMPLES

THE BEST WAY TO MASTER THE USE OF HELPING AND LINKING VERBS IS THROUGH PRACTICE. W/RITE SENTENCES USING BOTH
TYPES OF VERBS AND ANALYZE THEIR FUNCTIONS WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF YOUR WRITING.

CoNcCLUSION

IN SUMMARY, UNDERSTANDING HELPING VERBS AND LINKING VERBS IS FUNDAMENTAL FOR EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION IN ENGLISH.
HELPING VERBS ENHANCE THE ACTION OF THE MAIN VERB, PROVIDING CLARITY ABOUT TENSE AND MOOD, WHILE LINKING VERBS
CONNECT THE SUBJECT TO A COMPLEMENT THAT DESCRIBES IT. BY MASTERING THESE TWO TYPES OF VERBS, YOU CAN IMPROVE
YOUR WRITING AND ENSURE THAT YOUR MESSAGES ARE CLEAR AND IMPACTFUL. W/ ITH PRACTICE AND ATTENTION TO DETAIL,
YOU CAN HARNESS THE POWER OF HELPING AND LINKING VERBS TO ELEVATE YOUR LANGUAGE SKILLS.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE HELPING VERBS AND HOW DO THEY FUNCTION IN A SENTENCE?

HELPING VERBS, ALSO KNOWN AS AUXILIARY VERBS, ASSIST THE MAIN VERB IN A SENTENCE TO CREATE A VERB PHRASE THAT
INDICATES TENSE, MOOD, OR VOICE. EXAMPLES INCLUDE 'IS’, "HAVE’, AND “WILL'. FOR INSTANCE, IN ‘SHE IS RUNNING’, ‘IS" HELPS
TO SHOW THE PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE.

CAN YOU GIVE EXAMPLES OF LINKING VERBS AND THEIR USAGE?

LINKING VERBS CONNECT THE SUBJECT OF A SENTENCE TO A SUBJECT COMPLEMENT, WHICH CAN BE A NOUN OR AN ADJECTIVE
THAT DESCRIBES IT. COMMON LINKING VERBS INCLUDE ‘AM’, ‘IS”, "ARE’, "WAS', AND "WERE'. FOR EXAMPLE, IN "THE SOUP TASTES
DELICIOUS’, ‘“TASTES' LINKS THE SUBJECT ‘SOUP’ TO THE ADJECTIVE 'DELICIOUS’.

How DO YOU DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN HELPING VERBS AND LINKING VERBS?

HELPING VERBS SUPPORT MAIN VERBS TO FORM A COMPLETE ACTION, WHILE LINKING VERBS CONNECT THE SUBJECT TO
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT IT. FOR INSTANCE, ‘HAVE EATEN' USES 'HAVE' AS A HELPING VERB, WHEREAS ‘SEEM IN ‘HE
SEEMS HAPPY' ACTS AS A LINKING VERB.

\WHAT ROLE DO HELPING VERBS PLAY IN FORMING QUESTIONS?

HELPING VERBS ARE ESSENTIAL IN FORMING QUESTIONS, PARTICULARLY IN ENGLISH. THEY CAN BE PLACED BEFORE THE SUBJECT
TO CREATE AN INTERROGATIVE SENTENCE. FOR EXAMPLE, 'ARE YOU COMING?' USES ‘ARE’ AS A HELPING VERB.

ARE ALL AUXILIARY VERBS CONSIDERED HELPING VERBS?

YES/ ALL AUXILIARY VERBS ARE CONSIDERED HELPING VERBS. THEY HELP TO FORM DIFFERENT TENSES, MOODS, AND VOICES OF
THE MAIN VERB. HO\X/EVER/ NOT ALL HELPING VERBS FUNCTION AS AUXILIARY VERBS IN ALL CONTEXTS.

WHAT ARE SOME COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID WHEN USING LINKING VERBS?

COMMON MISTAKES INCLUDE USING LINKING VERBS INCORRECTLY WITH ACTION VERBS OR FAILING TO USE A SUBJECT
COMPLEMENT. FOR EXAMPLE, SAYING 'SHE IS RUNNING FAST' INCORRECTLY USES 'IS” AS A LINKING VERB INSTEAD OF RECOGNIZING
'RUNNING’ AS THE ACTION.



How CAN UNDERSTANDING HELPING AND LINKING VERBS IMPROVE WRITING SKILLS?

UNDERSTANDING THESE VERBS CAN ENHANCE WRITING CLARITY AND PRECISION. PROPER USE OF HELPING VERBS CAN CONVEY
TENSE ACCURATELY, WHILE LINKING VERBS CAN ENRICH DESCRIPTIONS BY EFFECTIVELY CONNECTING SUBJECTS TO THEIR
ATTRIBUTES, LEADING TO MORE ENGAGING AND WELL-STRUCTURED SENTENCES.
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