helping verbs linking verbs and action
verbs worksheets

Helping verbs, linking verbs, and action verbs worksheets are essential tools in the
learning process for students grappling with the intricacies of English grammar.
Understanding the differences between these types of verbs is crucial for constructing clear
and effective sentences. This article delves into the definitions, functions, and examples of
helping verbs, linking verbs, and action verbs, along with the importance of worksheets in
reinforcing these concepts.

Understanding Verbs

Verbs are the heart of any sentence; they convey action, existence, and condition. Among
the various types of verbs, helping verbs, linking verbs, and action verbs serve distinct roles
that contribute to the overall meaning of a sentence.

1. Action Verbs

Action verbs express physical or mental actions. They are the verbs that depict what the
subject of the sentence is doing. For example:

- Run

- Jump
- Think
- Write

Examples of Action Verbs in Sentences:
- The dog barked loudly.

- She is running in the marathon.
- They are studying for their exams.

2. Helping Verbs

Helping verbs, also known as auxiliary verbs, assist the main verb in a sentence by
providing additional information about tense, mood, or voice. Common helping verbs
include:

- Be (am, is, are, was, were)
- Have (has, had, having)
- Do (does, did, doing)

Examples of Helping Verbs in Sentences:



- She is reading a book. (Here, "is" helps the action verb "reading.")
- They have finished their homework. (In this case, "have" supports "finished.")
- He does play soccer on weekends. (The helping verb "does" emphasizes the action.)

3. Linking Verbs

Linking verbs connect the subject of a sentence to a subject complement, which can be a
noun, pronoun, or adjective that describes or identifies the subject. The most common
linking verb is "to be," but others include:

- Become
- Seem

- Appear
- Feel

- Taste

Examples of Linking Verbs in Sentences:

- She is a talented musician. (The verb "is" links "she" to the complement "a talented
musician.")

- The soup tastes delicious. (Here, "tastes" connects the subject "soup" with the adjective
"delicious.")

- He became an expert in his field. ("Became" links "he" to the complement "an expert.")

The Importance of Worksheets

Worksheets are invaluable educational tools that help reinforce the understanding of
helping verbs, linking verbs, and action verbs. They provide structured practice that allows
students to apply what they have learned in a controlled environment. Here are several
reasons why worksheets are important:

1. Reinforcement of Learning: Worksheets offer students the chance to practice using
these verbs in various contexts, ensuring they understand their functions.

2. Assessment of Understanding: Teachers can use worksheets to evaluate a
student's grasp of verb types, identifying areas that require further attention.

3. Engagement: Interactive worksheets can make learning more enjoyable, fostering an
environment where students feel motivated to learn and participate.

4. Diverse Learning Styles: Worksheets can cater to various learning styles, including
visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learners, by incorporating different activities and
formats.



Types of Worksheets

There are various types of worksheets that focus on helping verbs, linking verbs, and action
verbs. Each type serves a specific purpose and can be tailored to meet the needs of
different learners.

1. Identification Worksheets

These worksheets typically feature sentences where students must identify and label the
verbs as action verbs, linking verbs, or helping verbs.

Example Activity:

- Read the sentences below and underline the verbs. Label each verb as either action (A),
linking (L), or helping (H).

1. She is singing beautifully.

2. They have been working hard.
3. The flowers smell sweet.

2. Fill-in-the-Blank Worksheets

In these worksheets, students fill in blanks with the appropriate verb forms. This type of
exercise helps reinforce their understanding of how to use verbs correctly in context.

Example Activity:
- Complete the sentences with an appropriate action, helping, or linking verb.
1. The cat (to sleep) on the couch.

2. She (to become) a doctor after many years of study.
3. They (to have) a great time at the party.

3. Matching Worksheets

These worksheets require students to match verbs with their correct types or definitions,
enhancing their ability to categorize and recognize different verb forms.

Example Activity:
- Match the verbs on the left with their correct type on the right.

| Verbs | Types |
oo oo



| a. run | 1. helping verb |
| b.is | 2. action verb |
| c. seem | 3. linking verb |

4. Sentence Creation Worksheets

These worksheets encourage creativity by asking students to construct sentences using
specified verbs. This activity helps them apply their understanding in a practical way.

Example Activity:

- Write a sentence using each of the following verbs:
1. jump (action verb)

2. is (linking verb)

3. have (helping verb)

Tips for Using Verb Worksheets Effectively

To get the most out of helping verbs, linking verbs, and action verbs worksheets, consider
the following tips:

e Start Simple: Begin with basic sentences before progressing to more complex
structures.

e Provide Examples: Ensure students have ample examples to refer to before
attempting worksheet activities.

e Encourage Collaboration: Allow students to work in pairs or groups to discuss their
answers and reasoning.

» Offer Feedback: Provide constructive feedback on their worksheet responses to
guide learning and improvement.

e Incorporate Technology: Utilize digital worksheets or interactive online resources to
engage tech-savvy learners.

Conclusion

Helping verbs, linking verbs, and action verbs worksheets play a pivotal role in the mastery
of English grammar. By understanding the distinctions and functions of these verbs,
students can enhance their writing and speaking skills significantly. Worksheets not only
reinforce learning through practice but also provide a structured approach to assessing



understanding. By incorporating various types of worksheets into the learning process,
educators can create a dynamic and engaging environment that fosters language
development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are helping verbs and how do they function in a
sentence?

Helping verbs, also known as auxiliary verbs, assist the main verb in a sentence by
providing additional meaning related to tense, mood, or voice. Common helping verbs
include 'is,' 'are,' 'was,' 'have,' and 'will.'

Can you provide examples of linking verbs?

Linking verbs connect the subject of a sentence with a subject complement that describes
or identifies it. Common linking verbs include 'be,' 'become,' and 'seem.’' For example, in
the sentence 'She is a teacher,' 'is' links the subject 'She' to the complement 'a teacher.'

What distinguishes action verbs from linking verbs?

Action verbs express physical or mental actions performed by the subject, while linking
verbs do not show action but rather link the subject to additional information. For example,
'run’ in 'He runs fast' is an action verb, whereas 'is' in 'She is happy' is a linking verb.

How can worksheets help students understand helping,
linking, and action verbs?

Worksheets provide structured practice for students to identify and use helping, linking,
and action verbs in sentences. They often include exercises such as fill-in-the-blank,
matching, and sentence construction, which reinforce understanding and application.

What are some common activities included in helping
verbs worksheets?

Common activities in helping verbs worksheets may include identifying helping verbs in
sentences, completing sentences with appropriate helping verbs, and transforming
sentences to change their tense using helping verbs.

How can teachers assess understanding of linking verbs
through worksheets?

Teachers can assess understanding of linking verbs by including exercises that require
students to identify linking verbs in sentences, rewrite sentences using different linking
verbs, or differentiate between action and linking verbs in context.



What strategies can be employed to teach action verbs
effectively?

To teach action verbs effectively, educators can use engaging activities such as role-
playing, action verb charades, and interactive games. Worksheets that involve sorting or
categorizing verbs into action and non-action verbs can also reinforce learning.
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