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Introduction to Here Comes Peter Cottontail: The
Movie

In 2005, a delightful animated film titled Here Comes Peter Cottontail: The Movie was
released, bringing a fresh twist to the classic Easter tale of Peter Cottontail. This charming
movie revitalizes the beloved character, who first made his appearance in the 1949
Rankin/Bass stop-motion special, and introduces a new generation of viewers to the magic
of Easter through vibrant animation and heartwarming storytelling.

The film is not only a celebration of Easter but also emphasizes themes of friendship,
responsibility, and the importance of believing in oneself. In this article, we will delve into

the film's plot, characters, production, and its impact on audiences, along with some
insights into its reception and legacy.

Plot Overview

Here Comes Peter Cottontail: The Movie follows the adventures of Peter Cottontail, a young
and ambitious bunny who dreams of becoming the Easter Bunny. The film begins in the
whimsical world of Easter Valley, where Peter, along with his friends, works diligently in the
Easter factory to prepare for the upcoming holiday.

Main Characters

The movie features a colorful cast of characters, each contributing to the story's charm:

¢ Peter Cottontail - The protagonist, an optimistic young bunny determined to prove
himself as the Easter Bunny.

* Irving - Peter's best friend, a smart and inventive rabbit who helps Peter with his
plans.

e Mr. Bunnycorn - The wise and slightly eccentric leader of Easter Valley, who guides
Peter on his journey.

e April - A spirited young girl who believes in Peter and supports his quest.

e Grandpa Bunny - Peter's grandfather, who imparts valuable lessons about family and
tradition.



Conflict and Resolution

The plot thickens when Peter's enthusiasm leads to unforeseen challenges. As Peter strives
to prove that he is worthy of the title of Easter Bunny, he inadvertently causes chaos in
Easter Valley. The antagonist, a villainous character named the "Dreaded Easter Bunny,"
seeks to disrupt the Easter festivities and dethrone Peter’s aspirations.

Peter's journey is filled with trials and tribulations that test his character and determination.
Through teamwork, creativity, and the support of his friends, he learns the significance of
friendship, responsibility, and the true meaning of Easter. The resolution brings a
heartwarming conclusion as Peter embraces his role and recognizes that being the Easter
Bunny is not just about delivering eggs but also about spreading joy and love.

Animation and Visual Style

The animation in Here Comes Peter Cottontail: The Movie is vibrant and engaging,
appealing to both children and adults. The film employs a combination of traditional 2D
animation and modern CGI techniques, bringing the fantastical world of Easter Valley to life.
The colorful landscapes, whimsical character designs, and dynamic action sequences create
an immersive experience for viewers.

The Easter factory, where Peter and his friends work, is particularly noteworthy, showcasing

a delightful array of Easter-themed imagery, such as candy, eggs, and springtime blooms.
The visual style complements the film's lighthearted tone and enhances its overall charm.

Music and Soundtrack

Music plays a significant role in Here Comes Peter Cottontail: The Movie, adding to the
film's festive atmosphere. The soundtrack features original songs that capture the essence
of Easter and the spirit of adventure.

Some notable songs include:

1. "Here Comes Peter Cottontail" - The titular song that sets the tone for the film.

2. "The Easter Bunny Hop" - A lively and fun song that encourages participation and
movement.

3. "Believe in Yourself" - A heartfelt ballad emphasizing self-confidence and
perseverance.



The music is performed by a talented cast, enhancing the emotional depth of the story and
connecting with the audience on a personal level.

Voice Cast

The voice cast of Here Comes Peter Cottontail: The Movie brings the characters to life with
their engaging performances. Notable voice actors include:

e Michael McKean as Peter Cottontail

e Whoopi Goldberg as the narrator

e Tommy Chong as Grandpa Bunny

e Cheryl Hines as April

e Jim Piddock as Mr. Bunnycorn

The voice actors infuse their characters with personality and emotion, making them
relatable and memorable.

Reception and Impact

Upon its release, Here Comes Peter Cottontail: The Movie received mixed reviews from
critics but was generally well-received by families and children. Viewers praised the film for
its heartwarming message, engaging characters, and colorful animation. Many appreciated
the film’s ability to convey important life lessons while remaining entertaining and fun.

Parents and children alike found the movie to be a delightful addition to their Easter
celebrations, often watching it as a family tradition. Its themes of friendship, belief, and the
joy of giving resonated with audiences, solidifying its place as a seasonal favorite.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Although Here Comes Peter Cottontail: The Movie may not have achieved the same level of
iconic status as its 1949 predecessor, it has carved out a niche for itself among modern
animated films. The film introduced Peter Cottontail to a new generation, ensuring that the
character remains relevant in contemporary culture.

As the film continues to be broadcasted during the Easter season, it serves as a reminder of
the importance of family, friendship, and the spirit of Easter. The blend of humor,
adventure, and meaningful lessons makes it a timeless piece suitable for holiday viewing.



Conclusion

Here Comes Peter Cottontail: The Movie is a delightful animated film that captures the
essence of Easter through its engaging story, vibrant animation, and memorable
characters. Released in 2005, it breathes new life into the beloved character of Peter
Cottontail, making him accessible to a new audience while retaining the charm of the
original tales.

With its focus on themes of friendship, belief in oneself, and the joy of giving, the film
stands as a heartwarming reminder of the values that Easter embodies. As families gather
to celebrate the holiday, this film continues to be a cherished part of Easter traditions,
ensuring that the spirit of Peter Cottontail lives on for generations to come. Whether viewed
for its animation, music, or moral lessons, Here Comes Peter Cottontail: The Movie is a
delightful addition to any Easter celebration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Here Comes Peter Cottontail'
(2005)?

The movie follows Peter Cottontail, a young bunny, who is determined to become the next
Easter Bunny. He must overcome various challenges, including a mischievous rival, to save
Easter.

Who are the key voice actors in 'Here Comes Peter
Cottontail'?

The film features the voice talents of actors like Michael McKean as Peter Cottontail, along
with other notable voices including Tom Kenny and Whoopi Goldberg.

What themes are explored in '"Here Comes Peter
Cottontail'?

The movie explores themes of friendship, perseverance, and the importance of believing in
oneself, especially during the holiday season.

Is 'Here Comes Peter Cottontail' a musical?

Yes, the film includes several musical numbers that are integral to the storytelling and help
convey the festive spirit of Easter.

How does 'Here Comes Peter Cottontail' compare to the
original 1971 version?

While both versions feature Peter Cottontail, the 2005 film offers updated animation, a



different storyline, and new characters, making it distinct from the original.

What animation style is used in 'Here Comes Peter
Cottontail'?

The film employs a blend of traditional 2D animation and computer-generated imagery
(CGl), giving it a modern look while keeping a classic animated feel.

Was 'Here Comes Peter Cottontail' well-received by
audiences?

The film received mixed reviews, with some praising its charm and music, while others felt
it lacked the magic of earlier animated holiday specials.
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